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Notes: All changes are based on year-on-year (y-o-y) comparison.
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Malaysia's trade recorded its highest performance in 2025, 

exceeding RM3 trillion
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• Total trade increased by 6.3 per cent or RM182.4 billion to RM3.1 trillion, year-on-year (y-o-y) in tandem with the

increase in both exports (6.6 per cent) and imports (6.0 per cent). Malaysia sustained its trade surplus for the 28th

consecutive year since 1998 reaching RM156.8 billion, a 12.8 per cent or RM17.8 billion increase compared to

2024.

• The increase in exports was underpinned by domestic exports which rose by 2.2 per cent to RM1.2 trillion and

accounted for 77.2 per cent of total exports. Re-exports which accounted for 22.8 per cent of total exports increased

to RM366.8 billion, expanding by 25.1 per cent as compared to 2024. Imports also escalated by 6.0 per cent or

RM82.3 billion to RM1.5 trillion, y-o-y.

• The upswing in exports was mainly attributable to the higher exports to the United States with a positive growth of

17.5 per cent or RM34.8 billion to RM233.7 billion. This increase was driven by higher exports of E&E products

(+RM26.1 billion), machinery, equipment & parts (+RM2.0 billion), processed food (+RM1.6 billion) and manufacture

of metal (+RM1.2 billion). The next largest export destinations were recorded by Taiwan (+RM21.0 billion, +31.3%),

Singapore (+RM19.1 billion, +8.3%), European Union (EU) (+RM13.4 billion, +11.6%) and Mexico (+RM11.3 billion,

+59.7%).

• The upsurge in imports was driven by higher imports from China with an increase of 19.0 per cent or RM56.3 billion

from RM296.5 billion in the preceding year to RM352.8 billion. This increase was driven by strong import of E&E

products (+RM37.0 billion), transport equipment (+RM6.1 billion) and machinery, equipment & parts

(+RM4.8 billion). Other countries that also recorded higher imports were Taiwan (+RM36.1 billion, +33.0%), Costa

Rica (+RM11.0 billion, +432.5%), Republic of Korea (+RM9.2 billion, +16.6%), Viet Nam (+RM7.7 billion, +26.2%)

and the United States (+RM5.9 billion, +4.7%).

• Exports across manufacturing, agriculture, mining and other sectors worth RM1.6 trillion demonstrated growth of

6.6 per cent or RM100.1 billion. The rise was attributable by E&E products (+RM110.7 billion, +18.4%), machinery,

equipment & parts (+RM9.3 billion, +13.5%), optical & scientific equipment (+RM6.5 billion, +11.0%), palm oil-based

manufactured products (+RM5.7 billion, +16.2%) as well as palm oil & palm-based agriculture products

(+RM4.9 billion, +6.2%).

• The expansion in imports was recorded for E&E products (+RM111.6 billion, +24.5%); transport equipment

(+RM7.3 billion, +13.9%); machinery, equipment & parts (+RM6.9 billion, +6.1%); metalliferous ores and metal

scrap (+RM5.8 billion, +35.0%) and other manufactures (+RM4.8 billion, +17.6%).

• The uptick in imports by End Use influenced with higher demand for capital goods and consumption goods. Imports

of capital goods, amounting to RM214.5 billion (14.8 per cent of total imports) climbed by 29.1 per cent, resulting

from higher imports of capital goods (except transport equipment) (+RM43.4 billion). Imports of consumption goods

(8.2 per cent of total imports) registered an increase of 1.8 per cent or RM2.1 billion to RM119.5 billion, as a result

of higher imports of durable goods (+RM2.4 billion) and semi-durables (+RM1.3 billion). However, intermediate

goods (49.5 per cent of total imports) declined 4.1 per cent or RM30.4 billion to RM718.8 billion in 2025 driven by

lower imports of industrial supplies, processed (-RM21.6 billion) and primary fuel & lubricants (-RM13.2 billion).
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