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SABAH’S TRADE PERFORMANCE, 2015-2025
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● Sabah's total trade amounted to RM105.5 billion in 2025, contracting by

2.1 per cent compared to the previous year.

● Sabah's total exports amounted to RM57.7 billion, a decline of 5.9 per cent

from RM61.3 billion in 2024.

● Sabah's imports increased by 2.8 per cent to RM47.8 billion, compared to

RM46.4 billion in the previous year.

● Sabah's trade balance recorded a surplus of RM9.9 billion, but declined by

33.3 per cent compared to the previous year.

● Crude petroleum, palm oil and liquefied natural gas were the three major

export commodities of Sabah, with a combined value of RM38.5 billion.

● Meanwhile, refined petroleum products (RM4.8 billion) and manufactured

fertilizers (RM1.1 billion) were Sabah's major import commodities.

● Peninsular Malaysia and China were Sabah's principal trading partners, with

total trade valued at RM49.6 billion and RM10.4 billion, respectively.

● Meanwhile, Sabah's exports to ASEAN countries amounted to RM11.2 billion,

a decline of 4.2 per cent compared to the previous year.

● Among ASEAN countries, the Philippines was Sabah's principal export

destination, with exports valued at RM3.9 billion, accounting for 34.5 per cent

of Sabah's total exports to ASEAN.

● The mining sector was the largest contributor to Sabah's exports, with a

value of RM23.2 billion, representing 40.2 per cent of total exports.

● Intermediate goods remained the largest import category, with a value of

RM17.5 billion, accounting for 36.7 per cent of Sabah's total imports.

Sabah's trade balance remained in surplus at 

RM9.9 billion despite a contraction in total trade in 2025
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