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External Trade Statistics, Jan 2021 – Mar 2025

Note: Source : Monthly External Trade Statistics, March 2025, 

Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

1.               All changes are based on year-on-year (y-o-y) comparison

2. The March 2025 data is preliminary and subject to revision in later issues.

3. This report can be accessed through the web portal of the Department of Statistics, Malaysia    

(http://www.dosm.gov.my) under section: Latest Release
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● Total trade experienced a growth of 2.2 per cent to RM249.9 billion, attributable to a steady

growth of exports (+6.8%) to RM137.3 billion. However, imports experienced a decrease by

2.8 per cent to RM112.6 billion. Conversely, the trade balance demonstrated stronger

performance, rising by 94.4 percent to RM24.7 billion in March 2025.

● Malaysia's exports increased in line with the rise in domestic exports and re-exports in March

2025. Domestic exports, which accounted for 80.0 per cent of total exports, rose by

5.6 per cent to RM109.9 billion, while re-exports, making up 20.0 per cent of total exports,

expanded by 12.1 per cent to RM27.4 billion as compared to March 2024.

● The trade surplus improved by 94.4 per cent, reaching RM24.7 billion, marking the 59th

consecutive month of surplus since May 2020.

● The higher exports was attributable mainly to the United States (+RM7.6 billion), followed by

Hong Kong (+RM1.9 billion), Singapore (+RM1.9 billion), Taiwan (+RM1.6 billion), the

European Union (+RM1.0 billion), Philippines (+RM498.7 million) and South Africa

(+RM339.0 million).

● The increase was in line with the rise in electrical & electronic products (+RM12.5 billion);

machinery, equipment & parts (+RM785.3 million); condensates & other petroleum oil

(+RM619.1 million); processed food (+RM542.7 million); other manufactures

(+RM524.1 million); palm oil-based manufactured products (+RM512.0 million).

● Nevertheless, sluggish imports were mainly contributed from Taiwan (-RM1.7 billion), followed

by India (-RM1.5 billion), the United Arab Emirates (-RM1.3 billion), Singapore (-RM1.2 billion),

Australia (-RM799.9 million), Thailand (-RM715.2 million) and Qatar (-RM544.9 million).

● The decrease in imports was logged for petroleum products (-RM6.6 billion); crude petroleum

(-RM1.7 billion); manufacture of metal (-RM1.0 billion); other mining (-RM1.0 billion);

iron & steel products (-RM846.3 million); and liquefied natural gas (-RM592.8 million).

● Comparatively, March 2025 demonstrated growth over February 2025, with exports, imports,

total trade up by 16.1 per cent, 6.6 per cent, 11.6 percent, respectively and the trade balance

surging by 96.0 per cent.

● Performance for the first quarter of 2025, total trade, exports, imports and trade surplus

experienced an increase as compared to the same period last year. The encouraging

economic performance led to a 3.6 per cent rise in total trade, aligning with the increase in

exports (+4.4%) and imports (+2.8%). Moreover, trade surplus amounted to RM41.0 billion, an

increase of 20.1 per cent as compared to the same period in 2024.

Malaysia's exports rose by RM8.7 billion (6.8%) in March 2025, 

reflecting an increase in demand for E&E products
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