
23 DECEMBER 2025   | #306

1

AGRICULTURE HOLDINGS PROFILE AND KEY PARAMETERS

AGRICULTURE SECTOR, MALAYSIA, 2023

KEY PARAMETERS OF THE AGRICULTURE SECTOR, MALAYSIA, 2023
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KEY PARAMETER BY FIVE MAIN SUBSECTOR

982,268 7,540,320 6,674,308 102,929,761 116,711 102,046,909 132,062 41,527 

CROP Planted           

Area (Ha)

Sales Value 

(RM juta)

Agriculture 

Holding

Harvested 

Area (Ha)

Income 

(RM million)

Expenditure 

(RM million)
Production                   

Quantity (mt)

Sales         

Quantity (mt)

Production Quantity

(billion pieces)(‘000 mt)

Agriculture 

Holding

Area             

(‘000 Ha) (billion pieces)(‘000 mt)

Sales Quantity Sales Value 

(RM billion)

Expenditure  
(RM million)

Income 

(RM million)

24.1 24.110,279 24.08 489.96 24.08 475.05 1.61 5 5 2

Sales Quantity (‘000) Sales Value (RM million)Agriculture 

Holding

8,464

Production Quantity

Forestry

5,396.9 kg
Forestry

4,873.3 kg

Logging 

5,981.6 𝐦𝟑

Logging 

6,567 𝐦𝟑

Forestry

67

Logging 

3,767

Expenditure   
(RM million)

Income 

(RM million)

5,425 2,5708,464

Sales Quantity 

(million)
Sales Value 

(RM)

Agriculture 

Holding
Sales Quantity 

(million)

Income 

(RM)

Expenditure  

(RM)

47,050 26.9 bilion 17.0 bilion33.1 bilion1.0 kg 1,867.4 ekor

12,423.1 biji 46.3 liter

0.5 kg 1,683.2 ekor

11,636.2 biji 43.8 liter

LIVESTOCK

FISHERY

AQUACULTURE

FORESTRY AND 

LOGGING

Sales         

Quantity (mt)
Production                   

Quantity (mt)
Expenditure  
(RM million)

48,666 1,158,801 1,132,981 10,899 11,081 5,029

Agriculture 

Holding

Sales Value 

(RM million)

Income 

(RM million)
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AGRICULTURE SECTOR, MALAYSIA, 2023

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE BY STATE (RM MILLION)



• The total income of the Agriculture sector in 2023 amounted to RM186.43 billion, with the

crop subsector being the largest contributor at RM132.06 billion (70.8%). This was followed

by the livestock subsector at RM33.12 billion (17.8%), capture fisheries at RM11.08 billion

(5.9%), forestry and logging at RM5.42 billion (2.9%), and aquaculture at RM4.74 billion

(2.5%). The income components in the Agricultural Census 2024 comprise sales value

from agricultural activities, activities carried out for other parties, processed agricultural

products, as well as other income related to agricultural activities.

• Agricultural holdings operated by establishment contributed RM136.05 billion, accounting

for 73.0 per cent of the total income of the Agriculture sector, while individual agricultural

holdings recorded RM50.38 billion (27.0%). Within the crop subsector, establishment

holdings generated income of RM93.74 billion (71.0%), while individual holdings

contributed RM38.32 billion (29.0%). Income in the crop subsector was dominated by oil

palm cultivation, which recorded RM92.68 billion, followed by fruits (RM14.15 billion),

vegetables (RM10.90 billion), rubber (RM4.27 billion), paddy (RM3.84 billion), and

pineapple (RM2.33 billion).

• In the livestock subsector, establishment agricultural holdings contributed RM31.28 billion

(94.4%), while individual holdings contributed RM1.84 billion (5.6%). Chicken/duck farming

recorded the highest income at RM20.83 billion, followed by chicken/duck eggs

(RM5.54 billion) and pigs (RM2.55 billion).

• For the capture fisheries subsector, income from individual agricultural holdings amounted

to RM9.29 billion (83.8%), compared with RM1.80 billion (16.2%) from establishment

holdings. Meanwhile, aquaculture income from establishment holdings totaled RM3.86

billion (81.3%), while individual holdings recorded RM0.88 billion (18.7%). Income from the

forestry and logging subsector was largely contributed by establishment holdings at

RM5.38 billion (99.1%), with individual holdings recording RM47.17 million (0.9%).

• Total expenditure of the Agriculture sector amounted to RM67.89 billion in 2023. The crop

subsector recorded the highest expenditure at RM41.53 billion (61.2%), followed by the

livestock subsector (RM17.00 billion; 25.1%), capture fisheries (RM5.03 billion; 7.4%),

forestry and logging (RM2.57 billion; 3.8%), and aquaculture (RM1.76 billion; 2.6%).Out of

the total expenditure, 72.4 per cent (RM49.18 billion) was incurred by establishment

agricultural holdings, while 27.6 per cent (RM18.71 billion) was contributed by individual

agricultural holdings. In the crop subsector, expenditure by establishment agricultural

holdings amounted to RM28.05 billion (67.6%), while individual agricultural holdings

recorded RM13.47 billion (32.4%). Oil palm recorded the highest expenditure at RM27.35

billion, followed by fruits (RM4.60 billion), vegetables (RM3.62 billion), paddy (RM1.63

billion), rubber (RM1.60 billion) and pineapple (RM0.96 billion).

Malaysia’s Agricultural Sector Generated 

Income at RM186.4 Billion
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• In the livestock subsector, expenditure by establishment agricultural holdings amounted to

RM16.11 billion (94.8%), while individual agricultural holdings contributed RM0.89 billion

(5.2%). Poultry (chicken/duck) farming recorded the highest expenditure at RM9.95 billion,

followed by eggs (chicken/duck) at RM4.02 billion and pigs at RM1.24 billion.

• For capture fisheries, expenditure by individual agricultural holdings totaled RM4.16 billion

(82.7%), while establishment agricultural holdings accounted for RM870.27 million

(17.3%). Expenditure in the aquaculture subsector by establishment agricultural holdings

amounted to RM1.57 billion (89.3%), while individual agricultural holdings recorded

RM0.19 billion (10.7%). Expenditure in the forestry and logging subsector by establishment

agricultural holdings totaled RM2.57 billion (99.8%), compared to RM5.17 million (0.2%) by

individual agricultural holdings.

• Overall, findings from the 2024 Agricultural Census show that the expenditure to income

ratio stood at 0.36, indicating that, on average, about one third of income was used to

cover expenditures. Subsector level analysis shows that the crop subsector recorded the

lowest ratio at 0.31, followed by aquaculture (0.37), fisheries (0.45), forestry and logging

(0.47), and livestock (0.51).

• Employment in Malaysia’s agricultural sector totaled 1,735,469 persons in 2023, with the

highest employment recorded in Sarawak (358,803 persons), Sabah (281,116 persons),

Johor (210,575 persons), Perak (194,316 persons) and Pahang (193,216 persons),

collectively accounting for 71.3 per cent of total agricultural employment. The crop

subsector remained the main contributor to employment, representing 76.3 per cent of total

agricultural jobs. Employment in this subsector was dominated by oil palm cultivation

(872,269 persons), followed by rubber (389,074 persons) and paddy (192,425 persons).

Other subsectors recorded lower employment levels, namely capture fisheries (126,955

persons), livestock (108,459 persons), aquaculture (29,411 persons), and forestry and

logging (24,490 persons).

• Malaysia’s agricultural sector recorded an average annual salary and wages of RM20,290,

with several states registering levels above the national average, namely Penang

(RM23,691), Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur (RM23,236), Melaka (RM23,226), Kedah

(RM22,720), Selangor (RM21,534), Johor (RM21,315), Pahang (RM20,987) and Sabah

(RM20,475).

• By subsector, aquaculture recorded the highest average annual salary and wages at

RM27,030, followed by forestry and logging (RM24,007), livestock (RM23,140) and capture

fisheries (RM22,895). Meanwhile, the crop subsector recorded a more moderate wage

level at RM19,268. Pineapple cultivation (RM24,641) and fruit crops (RM21,664)

performed better compared to oil palm (RM19,659) and paddy (RM17,869).

Malaysia’s Agricultural Sector Generated 

Income at RM186.4 Billion
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