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TIME SERIES OF MIGRATION, MALAYSIA, 1991-2024

MIGRATION STATUS
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Migration increases to 301.1 thousand in 2024 with 
 Selangor leading as the main destination of 

97.6 thousand in-migrants
The number of population aged one year and over who migrated in 2024
increased to 301.1 thousand people, nearly double as compared to   
158.8 thousand people in 2022. The migration rate also rose to 0.9 per cent
(2022: 0.5%).  

Internal migration remained dominant at 63.5 per cent as compared to   
62.3 per cent in 2022. Johor recorded the highest percentage of internal
migrants in 2024 at 70.3 per cent, followed by Selangor (69.5%) and Sabah
(68.7%). Meanwhile, W.P. Putrajaya recorded the lowest percentage of
internal migrants at 11.5 per cent. W.P. Kuala Lumpur showed the highest
increase in internal migrants at 65.5 per cent.

Intra-state migration flows in 2024 were dominated by urban to urban at   
84.6 per cent, increase from 79.3 per cent in 2022, followed by rural to rural
(7.6%), urban to rural (7.2%) and rural to urban (0.6%). All states recorded
the highest movement from urban to urban, except Kelantan and Pahang,
which recorded the highest movement from urban to rural. 

Inter-state migration recorded a slight decline in 2024 to 30.2 per cent   
(2022: 30.3%). W.P. Putrajaya recorded the highest percentage of inter-state
migrants at 88.5 per cent, followed by Kedah (60.3%) and Pahang (52.8%).
Overall, all states showed a decline in inter-state migration percentages
except Johor, Kedah and Pahang. Kedah recorded the highest increase in
2024 at 60.3 per cent as compared to 27.1 per cent in 2022.

Selangor recorded the highest number of in-migrants at 97.6 thousand
people and was the main recipient state in 2024 with 8.4 thousand
people (2022: -8.8 thousand). Selangor also recorded the highest number
of out-migrants at 89.2 thousand people, with most moving to W.P. Kuala
Lumpur (6.6 thousand) and Johor (3.0 thousand). Meanwhile, W.P. Kuala
Lumpur and Pulau Pinang remained the sending states in 2024, with   
7.6 thousand people  (2022: -1.7 thousand) and 4.2 thousand people   
(2022: -0.2 thousand), respectively.

International migration recorded 6.3 per cent, a decrease of 1.1 percentage
points as compared to 2022 (7.4%). 

Migration due to following family remained the main reason for migration
in 2024, with the percentage declining to 46.2 per cent compared to   
47.3 per cent in 2022.

18 DECEMBER 2025  |  #299

2Released by: Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)


