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Steady domestic demand, rising trade, and stable prices support 

sustained growth across key sectors
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● Malaysia’s economy grew by 5.2 per cent in the third quarter of 2025, improving from 4.4 per cent previously. The main

contributors were the Services and Manufacturing sectors, with demand driven largely by Private final consumption and

higher investment.

● Natural rubber production decreased by 16.3 per cent year-on-year to 26,647 tonnes in September 2025 (September

2024: 31,847 tonnes). Oil palm fresh fruit bunches (FFB) production increased by 14.9 per cent year-on-year

to 10,399,437 tonnes in October 2025 (October 2024: 9,048,171 tonnes).

● Malaysia’s Industrial Production Index (IPI) expanded by 5.7 per cent year-on-year in September 2025, supported by

stronger output in the Manufacturing sector (+5.0%), the Mining sector (+10.2%), and Electricity subsector (+2.8%).

For the third quarter of 2025, overall IPI performance strengthened to 4.9 per cent (Q2 2025: 2.0%).

● The sales value of the Manufacturing sector increased by 4.3 per cent year-on-year in September 2025, reaching

RM169.3 billion, supported by higher sales in Food, beverages & tobacco (+9.1%), Electrical & electronics products

(+6.4%), and Non-metallic mineral products, basic metal & fabricated metal products (+2.7%).

● Malaysia’s Wholesale & Retail Trade segment grew 5.8 per cent year-on-year in the third quarter of 2025, propelled by

sturdier consumer spending and tourism activity. Retail Trade increased by 5.9 per cent, driven by higher sales in

non-specialised stores and automotive fuel, while Wholesale Trade rose 5.8 per cent with strong contributions from

household goods and food-related wholesale activities. Motor Vehicles sales also expanded by 3.3 per cent. Similarly, the

Volume Index increased 5.5 per cent to 164.0 points.

● Malaysia’s inflation rose to 1.5 per cent year-on-year in September 2025. The increase was mainly driven by higher

inflation in Personal Care, Social Protection & Miscellaneous Goods & Services (+4.8%), Food & Beverages (+2.1%),

Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas & Other Fuels (+1.5%), Health (+1.3%), and Transport (+0.7%). Meanwhile, Restaurants

& Accommodation Services (+3.3%) and Alcoholic Beverages & Tobacco (+0.3%) posted slower increases. The third

quarter of 2025, inflation increased 1.3 per cent year-on-year.

● Malaysia’s Producer Price Index (PPI) for Local Production decreased by 0.8 per cent year-on-year in September 2025.

The contraction was mainly influenced by the Manufacturing sector (-2.1%), particularly refined petroleum and electronic

products. In contrast, all other sectors recorded increases, including Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing (+7.8%),

Electricity & Gas Supply (+4.6%), Water Supply (+9.1%), and a rebound in Mining (+1.1%) following a decline in August.

The third quarter of 2025, the PPI contracted 2.4 per cent, an improvement from a 3.7 per cent decline in Q2 2025.

● On the external sector performance standpoint, Malaysia’s Current Account Balance (CAB) recorded a higher surplus of

RM12.2 billion in Q3 2025, compared to RM1.8 billion in the same quarter of the previous year, largely boosted by net

exports of goods.

● Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) recorded a net inflow of RM8.5 billion, driven largely by investments in the Services

sector, particularly Information & Communication and Financial activities. Meanwhile, Direct Investment Abroad (DIA)

registered a net outflow of RM1.7 billion, with most investments channelled to the Services and Manufacturing sectors.

● Malaysia’s total merchandise trade rose by 3.7 per cent year-on-year in the third quarter of 2025, backed by higher export

activity. Exports increased by 6.7 per cent to RM410.1 billion, while imports edged up 0.4 per cent to RM359.8 billion,

resulting in a 93.6 per cent larger trade surplus compared to the same quarter last year.

● Malaysia’s labour force continued to expand in Q3 2025, with the number of employed persons rising 3.1 per cent

year-on-year to 16.97 million, pushing the employment-to-population ratio to 68.8 per cent. The labour force participation

rate remained steady, while the number of unemployed persons fell to 519.9 thousand, keeping the unemployment rate at

3.0 per cent.

● Malaysia’s Leading Index (LI) increased 0.8 per cent year-on-year to 113.3 points in September 2025, up from

112.4 points in the same month last year. The rise mainly reflected higher Number of New Companies Registered

(+16.0%) and Real Imports of Semi-Conductors (+15.8%).


