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1Notes:

The Labour Force Statistics from first quarter of 2024 are estimated based on the Population and Housing Census of Malaysia 2020    

   

Unemployed persons and unemployment rate, Q2 2021 – Q3 2025



The number of unemployed dropped to 

519.9 thousand persons in third quarter of 2025, 

with the unemployment rate remained at 3.0 per cent.

● The labour force expanded by 0.7 per cent in the third quarter 2025, 

recording 17.49 million persons (Q2 2025: 17.37 million persons). The LFPR 

edged up by 0.1 percentage points to 70.9 per cent, compared to 

     70.8 per cent in the preceding quarter. 

● The number of employed persons also rose by 0.7 per cent to 

16.97 million persons (Q2 2025: 16.85 million persons). 

● Number of unemployed persons declined by 0.2 per cent to record 

519.9 thousand persons (Q2 2025: 520.9 thousand persons). The 

unemployment rate for the third quarter of 2025 stood at 3.0 per cent, as in 

the previous quarter.

● The number of persons working less than 30 hours per week declined by 

4.2 per cent, registering 230.9 thousand persons during the quarter 

(Q2 2025: 241.0 thousand persons). In line with this, the number of persons 

working less than 30 hours per week but willing and able to work 

additional hours, classified as time-related underemployment, decreased 

by 5.5 per cent to 133.3 thousand persons, thereby posting a time-related 

underemployment rate of 0.8 per cent (Q2 2025: 141.0 thousand persons; 

0.8%).

● Skill-related underemployment, which comprises individuals with tertiary 

education but working in semi-skilled and low-skilled occupations, rose by 

0.3 per cent to 1.96 million persons, recording a skill-related 

underemployment rate of 35.5 per cent (Q2 2025: 1.96 million persons; 

35.6%).
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