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External Trade Statistics, Jan 2021 – Aug 2025

Note: Source : Monthly External Trade Statistics, August 2025 

Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)
1.             All changes are based on year-on-year (y-o-y) comparison

2. The August 2025 data is preliminary and subject to revision in later issues.

3. This report can be accessed through the web portal of the Department of Statistics, Malaysia    

(http://www.dosm.gov.my) under section: Latest Release

140.1

131.6

125.5

115.5

6.5% 1.9%0.6%

-5.9%

-20%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

-70.0

0.0

70.0

140.0

210.0

Ja
n

-2
1

Fe
b

M
ar

A
p

r
M

ay
Ju

n
e

Ju
ly

A
u

g
Se

p
O

ct
N

o
v

D
ec

Ja
n

-2
2

Fe
b

M
ar

A
p

r
M

ay
Ju

n
e

Ju
ly

A
u

g
Se

p
O

ct
N

o
v

D
ec

Ja
n

-2
3

Fe
b

M
ar

A
p

r
M

ay
Ju

n
e

Ju
ly

A
u

g
Se

p
O

ct
N

o
v

D
ec

Ja
n

-2
4

Fe
b

M
ar

A
p

r
M

ay
Ju

n
e

Ju
ly

A
u

g
Se

p
O

ct
N

o
v

D
ec

Ja
n

-2
5

Fe
b

M
ar

A
p

r
M

ay
Ju

n
e

Ju
ly

A
u

g

Exports Imports Exports Imports

R
M

 b
ill

io
n

Value RM billion Annual Change (%)

A
n

n
u

al
 C

h
an

ge
 (

%
)



• Malaysia's trade performance slightly declined in August 2025, with total trade falling by 1.9 per cent to

RM247.1 billion compared to RM251.8 billion in August 2024 driven mainly by a 5.9 per cent drop in imports

to RM115.5 billion. Conversely, exports increased by 1.9 per cent to RM131.6 billion and trade surplus

increased by 153.8 per cent from RM6.4 billion to RM16.1 billion in August 2025 .

• Malaysia's exports increased in August 2025 in tandem with the rise in re-exports (21.2% to total exports)

up by 22.6 per cent as compared to August 2024, worth RM28.0 billion. On the other hand, domestic

exports (78.8% to total exports), dropped by 2.5 per cent to RM103.6 billion.

• Trade surplus escalated by 153.8 per cent to RM16.1 billion, marking the 64th consecutive month of surplus

since May 2020.

• The higher exports were primarily driven by increased of exports goods to Taiwan (+RM1.7 billion), followed

by Mexico (+RM1.7 billion), China (+RM1.6 billion), Viet Nam (+RM1.2 billion), the European Union

(+RM1.0 billion), Thailand (+RM940.2 million) and India (+RM510.0 million).

• The increase was primarily driven by higher shipments of E&E products (+RM5.1 billion); machinery,

equipment & parts (+RM871.7 million); optical & scientific equipment (+RM778.7 million); palm oil & palm-

based agriculture products (+RM650.0 million); metalliferous ores & metal scrap (+RM407.8 million);

and palm oil-based manufactured products (+RM250.7 million).

• However, the slide in imports was mainly attributed to lower inflows from the United States (-RM5.7 billion),

followed by Saudi Arabia (-RM1.4 billion), Australia (-RM1.2 billion), Singapore (-RM1.2 billion), Japan

(-RM868.1 million), Nigeria (-RM394.0 million) and Philippines (-RM342.8 million).

• Import slowdown was driven by slower inflows of other agriculture (-RM1.6 billion); chemical & chemical

products (-RM1.6 billion); other mining (-RM871.2 million); liquefied natural gas (-RM807.2 million);

crude petroleum (-RM802.3 million); and petroleum products (-RM790.6 million).

• Compared with July 2025, exports, imports and total trade recorded a decrease of 6.0 per cent,

8.0 per cent, and 6.9 per cent, respectively. In contrast, trade balance has risen by 10.4 per cent or

RM1.5 billion.

• Malaysia’s total trade reached RM2.0 trillion, reflecting a 3.8 per cent y-o-y increase for the January to

August 2025 period. The improvement was supported by stronger export performance (+3.9%) and a

3.6 per cent rise in imports. The trade surplus also widened, climbing 7.4 per cent to RM86.1 billion

compared to the same period in 2024.

Trade balance remained positive in August 2025 to RM16.1 billion, 

continuing a 64th month streak of trade surplus since May 2020 despite a 

slight decline in trade performance
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