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LABOUR
FORCE

16.37 million
2022   : 15.77 million 
2021   : 15.53 million

r

r3.8%

EMPLOYED PERSON

4.3%

OUTSIDE LABOUR FORCE

UNEMPLOYED

553.4 thousand
2022   : 614.5 thousand 
2021   : 707.6 thousand

r

r

9.9%

0.04%

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

3.4%

LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE

70.0% 2022   : 69.3%
2021   : 68.6% 

0.7pp

0.5pp

Malaysia's labour force in 2023 edged up by 3.8 per cent to register 16.37 million persons. The positive growth was contributed by a surge 
in the number of employed persons and a reduction in the number of unemployed. The unemployment rate decreased by 0.5 percentage 

points to 3.4 per cent with 553.4 thousand unemployed persons.

r

r

2022   : 3.9%
2021   : 4.6% 

r

r

7.00 million
2022   : 7.00 million 
2021   : 7.10 million

r

r

15.81 million
2022   : 15.16 million 
2021   : 14.83 million

r

r

% Percentage change
(year-on-year)

pp Percentage point

r
Revision based on the current 
population estimates from 
Population and Housing Census 
2020

1Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

Labour force (million) Labour force participation rate (%)
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Labour force, 1982 - 2023
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LABOUR FORCE STATISTICS 2023

Agriculture

9.1% 2022  : 9.3%r

Mining & quarrying

0.6% 2022  : 0.6%r

Construction

8.1% 2022  : 8.2%r

Manufacturing

16.4% 2022  : 16.5%r

Services

65.8% 2022  : 65.4%r

Employed person by sector

Employed person increased by 4.3 per cent to record 15.81 million persons

Employed person by status of employment

Employed person by skill level

Skilled Semi-skilled Low-skilled

4,810.9
thousand

9,046.2
thousand

1,956.2
thousand

2022  : 
4,626.4 thousand 

r 2022  : 
8,777.4 thousand 

r 2022  : 
1,751.4 thousand 

r

*

* Note : Figures in percentage of each sector refers to the percentage share of the
           total number of  employed persons.

Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) 2 Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

5.96 million
2022 : 5.75 millionr

9.85 million
2022 : 9.40 millionr

EMPLOYED

Tertiary Secondary Primary No formal 
education
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Employed person by educational attainment 
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0.91.51.82.1
1.31.51.51.7

Time-related underemployment, 2016 - 2023

Time-related underemployment (’000) Rate of time-related underemployment (%)
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Skill-related underemployment, 2016 - 2023

Skill-related underemployment (’000) Rate of skill-related underemployment (%)

Employed persons working less than 30 hours per week, 2016 - 2023
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Employed persons working less than 30 hours (’000) Rate of employed persons working less than 30 hours (%)

1.42.12.73.5
2.23.02.93.6

Employees

Own-account workers

Employers

Unpaid family workers

78.5%

15.0%

3.7%

2.8%
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UNEMPLOYMENT

Unemployed category

2022r 

2023 (’000)

Actively unemployed
Inactively unemployed

422.4

131.1

132.7

481.8

Unemployed by age group (’000)

2023
2022r
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15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64

Unemployment rate in 2023 decreased to 3.4 per cent

Youth unemployment, 2015-2023

Unemployment (15-24) ('000) Unemployment rate (15-24) (%)

Unemployment rate (15-30) (%)Unemployment (15-30) ('000)

8.7

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020r 2021r 2022r 2023
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Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) 3Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

Actively unemployed persons by duration of unemployment
(’000)

2023
2022r

More than 1 year

6 months - less than 1 year

Less than 3 months

3 months - less than 6 months

23.6

250.9

134.3

108.4

54.4

47.7

42.3

3.5%
2022r : 4.0%

3.3%
2022r : 3.8%

214.5 thousand
2022r : 240.4 thousand

338.9 thousand
2022r: 374.1 thousand

UNEMPLOYED

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

 

239.2
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OUTSIDE LABOUR FORCE

LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATE BY STATE

Housework/ family responsibilities

Schooling/ training

43.9% 

39.4% 

The main reason for the outside labour force was
due to housework/ family responsibilities

Labour force participation rate 
Unemployment rate

61.7%
4.4%

Perlis

66.1%
3.2%

Negeri Sembilan

71.3%
2.6%

Johor

71.3%
2.2%

Pulau Pinang

70.1%
1.6%

Melaka

60.0%
3.4%

Terengganu

65.1%
2.0%

Pahang

78.6%
0.8%

W.P Putrajaya

W.P Kuala Lumpur

74.2%
3.0%

Selangor

77.4%
2.7%

Perak

69.7%
3.6%

Perak

66.0%
3.9%

Kedah

65.3%
2.9% Kelantan

57.3%
3.5%

W.P Labuan

67.9%
6.8%

Sarawak

69.0%
3.4%

Sabah

70.1%
7.5%

The major composition of the outside labour force by sex was female 

W.P. Putrajaya recorded the highest labour force participation rate of 78.6 per cent and 
registering the lowest unemployment rate with 0.8 per cent

Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) 4Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

4.81 million
2022r : 4.78 million

2.19 million
2022r : 2.22 million

OUTSIDE LABOUR FORCE

 

(’000)

Population of outside labour force by age group

2023
2022r

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64
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(%)Share of outside labour force by reasons for not seeking work 

Not interested

Going for further studies

Disabled

Retired

Housework/ family responsibilities

Schooling

1.1
0.9
1.6
2.0
3.6
2.9

10.3
9.4

39.4
41.4
43.9
43.4

2022r2023


