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OUTSIDE LABOUR FORCE

LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATE BY STATE

Housework/ family responsibilities

Schooling/ training

43.9% 

39.4% 

The main reason for the outside labour force was
due to housework/ family responsibilities

Labour force participation rate 

Unemployment rate

61.7%
4.4%

Perlis

66.1%
3.2%

Negeri Sembilan

71.3%
2.6%

Johor

71.3%
2.2%

Pulau Pinang

70.1%
1.6%

Melaka

60.0%
3.4%

Terengganu

65.1%
2.0%

Pahang

78.6%
0.8%

W.P Putrajaya

W.P Kuala Lumpur

74.2%
3.0%

Selangor

77.4%
2.7%

Perak

69.7%
3.6%

Perak

66.0%
3.9%

Kedah

65.3%
2.9%

Kelantan

57.3%
3.5%

W.P Labuan

67.9%
6.8%

Sarawak

69.0%
3.4%

Sabah

70.1%
7.5%

The major composition of the outside labour force by sex was female 

W.P. Putrajaya recorded the highest labour force participation rate of 78.6 per cent and 
registering the lowest unemployment rate with 0.8 per cent

Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) 4Source: Labour Force Survey, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

4.81 million

2022r : 4.78 million

2.19 million

2022r : 2.22 million

OUTSIDE LABOUR FORCE
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Population of outside labour force by age group

2023
2022r

15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64

41
5.

6

40
2.

7

33
3.

1

36
3.

7

45
7.

0

41
3.

1

39
5.

6

35
5.

240
0.

8

37
7.

3

1,
02

8.
5

1,
01

2.
9

84
9.

4

89
5.

6

60
4.

5

59
4.

5

44
8.

9

43
1.

6

2,
06

4.
4

2,
15

4.
2

(%)Share of outside labour force by reasons for not seeking work 

Not interested

Going for further studies

Disabled

Retired

Housework/ family responsibilities

Schooling
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