
From 28 to 31 July 2025 , Malaysia, through the Department of
Statistics Malaysia (DOSM), proudly hosted the Advanced
International Workshop on Statistical Data and Metadata
Exchange (SDMX) at the Malaysian Statistical Training Institute
(ILSM) in Sungkai, Perak .

This significant event, jointly supported by the United Nations
Statistics Division (UNSD), Asian Development Bank (ADB), and
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), reflects a shared commitment to enhancing statistical
innovation, strengthening institutional capacity, and fostering
regional collaboration in the adoption of SDMX standards .
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The workshop brought together participants from
Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, India, Indonesia, and
the host country, Malaysia, offering a valuable
platform for cross -country
learning, best practice
sharing, and strengthening
regional cooperation .
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Building on that momentum, the Advanced SDMX Workshop in Malaysia was 
specially designed for participants with prior SDMX knowledge. It introduced   

more advanced concepts, tools, and practical applications 
to support efficient data and metadata management, 

automation, and international reporting. This initiative 
reinforces the commitment to strengthening national 

statistical systems and promoting the adoption of SDMX 
across the region.

2

Originally designed to facilitate the automation of data and metadata
dissemination and exchange, the automation of business processes, data and
metadata management, and other related includes technical specification for
statistical data and metadata structures, data exchange protocols, registries,
Application Programming Interfaces (APIs), and other functionalities . The
standard also comprises a set of recommendations on designing data
structures that enhance interoperability and promote the use of common
concepts, codes, and classifications .

The SDMX is a global initiative sponsored by eight
international agencies : the Bank for International
Settlements (BIS), the European Central Bank (ECB),
Eurostat, the International Labour Organization (ILO),
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), the United Nations (UN), and
the World Bank .

The UNSD, along with other international agencies, has actively promoted the
standard and provided capacity -building support for SDMX. Many countries in
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East have established dissemination platforms
based on SDMX and have reported their data to international organizations .

In response to a request from Member States, particularly from the South -East
Asia region, BPS Statistics Indonesia, the UNSD, OECD, and the ADB organized a
workshop in Jakarta, Indonesia, in September
2024 . The workshop covered the foundational
aspects of the SDMX standard and fundamental
technical skills .
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