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Natural rubber production increased 22.4 per cent in May 2021

Production of natural rubber increased to 22.4 per cent in May 2021 to 28,164 tonnes as compared to
23,013 tonnes in April 2021. Year-on-year comparison also showed an increase of 33.8 per cent. This
statistics was compile based on Monthly Rubber Census for the reference month of May 2021.
Smallholdings sector was the main contributor to the natural rubber production at 25,662 tonnes (91.1%)
while the estate sector accounted for 8.9 per cent of total production in May 2021. Month-on-month
production of smallholdings sector and the estate sector showed an increase of 24.7 per cent and 3.0 per
cent respectively.

Estate production in May 2021 was 2,502 tonnes with a slower growth rate of 3.0 per cent monthly basis
with tapped area declined by 0.7 per cent. Productivity of natural rubber production in the estates was
56.3 kilogramme per hectare in May 2021, decreased by 24.7 per cent as compared to May 2020.
Meanwhile, month-on-month comparison showed the productivity increased by 3.7 per cent from 54.3
kilogramme per hectare from the previous month.

In view of average price, Latex Concentrate recorded an increase to 636.76 sen per kilogramme as
compared to April 2021 (623.40 sen per kilogramme). Standard Malaysian Rubber 20 (S.M.R. 20) also
increased from 667.85 sen per kilogramme to 686.09 sen per kilogramme for the same period.

The stocks of natural rubber decreased 6.4 per cent in May 2021 to 242,194 tonnes as compared to
258,840 tonnes in April 2021. Stocks in rubber processors contributed 90.0 per cent and the remaining are
rubber consumers and rubber estates.

Total domestic consumption for natural rubber increased 4.1 per cent to 42,358 tonnes as compared to the
same month last year. On the contrary, month-on-month consumption dropped by 10.0 per cent. The use
of natural rubber for rubber gloves was the highest with 32,573 tonnes or 76.9 per cent of the total
domestic consumption in May 2021, followed by rubber thread 4,092 tonnes (9.7%) and tyres & tube 2,267
tonnes (5.4%). The use of natural rubber for rubber glove manufacturing in May 2021 decreased by 6.2 per
cent as compared to 34,709 tonnes in April 2021.

Exports of Malaysia's natural rubber amounted 48,111 tonnes in May 2021, a decrease of 13.6 per cent as
against 55,696 tonnes in April 2021. The P.R. China remained as the main destination for natural rubber
exports with a share of 54.3 per cent from total exports in May 2021 followed by Germany (4.1%), U.S.A
(3.1%), Turkey (2.8%) and Korea (1.6%).

Rubber gloves was the main export with a value of RM5.5 billion in May 2021, a decrease of 17.4 per cent
as compared to April 2021 (RM6.7 billion). The main exporting countries for rubber gloves are U.S.A with a
value of RM2.0 billion, Germany (RM317.0 million) and India (RM154.8 million).
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Table 1 presents the principal stafistics of rubber for May 2021 while Chart 1 shows the monthly time series
from May 2020 to May 2021.

Table 1: Principal statistics of rubber, May 2021

Change Change
May month-on-month year-on-year
55 May 2021/ May 2021/
April 2021 May 2020

21,044 23,013 28,164 224 33.8

Production
(tonnes)

Exports

(tonnes)

Imports

(tonnes)
Domestic consumption
(tonnes)

Closing stocks
(tonnes)

Number of paid
workers (estate)
Salaries & wages
(estate) (RM'000)

33,780 55,696 48,111 136 424
49 658 112,498 98,561 124 98.5
40,691 47,085 42,358 -10.0 4.1

290,607 258,840 242 194 64 167
10,408 8,830 8,276 63 205

14,080 12,438 12,509 06 112

Chart 1: Monthly production, exports, imports, domestic consumption and stocks of natural rubber
2020/2021
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The full publication of the Monthly Rubber Statistics, May 2021 can be downloaded through eStatistik
Portal.

For more details, please refer to the Department’s portal: www.dosm.gov.my
*Notes:

Data for May 2021 is provisional. The data will be updated based on the latest available figures
and subsequently published in the June 2021 publication.
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