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MALAYSIA SOCIAL STATISTICS REVIEW (MSSR) 2023 EDITION

Malaysia Social Statistics Review (MSSR) 2023 Edition is the second edition
published by DOSM which presents the country's social scenario as early as 1970
up to 2023. This publication focuses on 11 topics which encompass population and
demography (1970 – 2023); consumer price index (2022); employment (2010 –
2022);  health (2010 –  2022);  transport  (2010 –  2022);  household income and
expenditure (2022); internet and social media (2018 – 2022); environment (2017 –
2022); tourism (1991 – 2022); Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) (2022) and
the Malaysia Happiness Index (MHI) (2021).

In terms of population,  the population of Malaysia in 1970 were 10.4 million,
increased to 27.5 million in 2010. Based on the Malaysia Population and Housing
Census  2020,  the  total  population  was  recorded  at  32.4  million,  which  is  a
threefold  increase  as  compared  to  10.4  million  in  1970.  However,  population
growth in 2020 is slower with an average annual growth rate of 1.7 per cent as
compared to 3.9 per cent in 1970. Based on current population estimates in 2023,
the population of Malaysia is estimated at 33.4 million with a growth rate 2.1 per
cent.  Malaysia's  demographic  transition  is  influenced  by  four  factors  that  affect
population growth and population change in Malaysia since 1970 to 2040, namely
fertility  rate,  death  rate  (life  expectancy),  age structure  (distribution  between
young and old age) and migration.

Looking at employment,  the number of labour force in Malaysia recorded an
average increase of 2.7 per cent per year from 12.3 million persons in 2010 to 16.0
million persons in 2022. In line with the annual population increase in the range of
2.0 per cent or around 300 thousand persons per year for the period 2017 to 2019,
the number of labour force increased at a slower rate of 0.6 per cent in 2020 and
0.8 per cent in 2021. In line with better performance of the country's economic and
social activities, the number of labour force increased 1.4 per cent in 2022.

In the field of health,  the number of government hospitals showed an increasing
trend from 2010 to 2022, from 131 to 160 hospitals, while the number of private
hospitals  increased  slightly  to  257  from 254 hospitals  in  2010.  Similarly,  the
number of government clinics increased by 340 clinics to 3,122 clinics in 2022 as
compared to 2,782 clinics in 2010, while private clinics increased to 13,352 clinics
in 2022 as compared to 7,954 clinics in 2010, an increase of 5,398 clinics. The



doctors-to-population ratio in Malaysia improved during the period from 2010 to
2022 from 1:859 in 2010 to 1:412 in 2022.
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