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TH I RD QUARTE R 2026 Third quarter’s unemployment rate remained at
3.0 per cent, with 513.7 thousand unemployed

7 UNEMPLOYMENT N

Unemployment by Sex

B Unemployed Persons (000)
—e- Unemployment Rate (%)

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE UNEMPLOYED PERSONS
N ~
@1 I 3 00/ « g 513.7 thousand
() ) 0 Sall o0 1
Q32026 A +08% male 2.8% Female 3.2%
Q22026 3.0% Q22026 509.7 thousand 805.1 thousand  208.6 thousand

\ Unemployment Rate (%) ~ Unemployed Persons (000) Y,

.
y EMPLOYED PERSONS N\ LABOUR FORCE LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE
(LFPR) AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATE BY

s22s 16.82 million 2222 17.33 million STATE AND REGION

W.P. Putrajaya posted the highest labour force
e 03 2026 I' Q3 2026 participation rate, exceeding the national LFPR
A +03% A +0.3% level (71.0%), followed by Selangor,
W.P. Kuala L ., Pulau Pi d Joh
Qz 2026 16'77 ml“io" Q2 2026 17.28 mi“ion (uala Lumpur, Pulau Pinang and Johor
Employed Persons by Employment Status LABOUR FORCE M 79.5%
Empl PARTICIPATION RATE (LFPR) i 1.39
e el W.P. PUTRAJAYA sHh
3.9% Il Y- 71 00/ S
. (1]
Employees
76.1% B — Q3 2026
17.6% Own-account workers A +0.1pp m- 78.2%
2.4% =|paid family workers Q22026 70.9% SELANGOR 2.0%
Employed Persons by Sex LFPR by Sex et
) @ =
“ :“ W.P. KUALA LUMPUR 34%
Male 62.6% Female 37.4% 0 Female 57.0%
1053 milion  6.29 million / i |° 834% h I 1 71.7%
TR T OUTSIDE LABOUR FORCE PULAL EINANG AT
illi I k/famil p ibilities were the
° 7'07 mllllon largest componen{o‘f the outside labour force [ 71.5%
A 25 Q32026 ‘ ' - 5%
- N\ - Housework/family Schooling/ 2.4%
0 V_(M% £ responsibilities 431 | training program JOHOR £
o v 45.7% 40.1%
Q22026 7.08 million L - Y = LFPR i Unemployment Rate

{ Notes: AW Quarter-on-quarter ; pp Percentage point J

Source: Labour Force Survey Report, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

A4 @StatsMalaysia




e In the third quarter of 2026, the labour force grew by 0.3 per cent compared to the previous
quarter, adding 58.0 thousand to reach 17.33 million (Q2 2026: 17.28 million) with the Labour
Force Participation Rate (LFPR) increasing to 71.0 per cent. Meanwhile, year-on-year
comparison, the labour force edged up by 197.4 thousand (+1.2%), raising the LFPR by 0.1
percentage points from 70.9 per cent in the same quarter of preceding year.

e The number of employed persons continued its upward trend in the third quarter of 2026,
increasing by 53.9 thousand (+0.3%) to 16.82 million (Q2 2026: 16.77 million). On a year-on-
year basis, employment rose by 1.2 per cent (+197.3 thousand) compared with the
corresponding period of the previous year (Q3 2025: 16.62 million).

e The number of unemployed persons increased by 0.8 per cent to 513.7 thousand in the third
quarter of 2026, (Q2 2026: 509.7 thousand) with the unemployment rate stood at 3.0 per cent
compared to the second quarter of 2026. Year-on-year comparison shows the number of
unemployed persons edged 0.2 thousand, while the unemployment rate remained at 3.0 per cent
compared with the third quarter of 2025 (Q3 2025: 513.6 thousand).

* Three states and two regions recorded LFPR above the national rate 71.0 per cent, with
Wilayah Persekutuan Putrajaya registering the highest LFPR at 79.5 per cent, followed by
Selangor (78.2%), Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur (76.3%), Pulau Pinang (71.7%) and
Johor (71.5%).

o At the state and region level, nine states and one region recorded unemployment rates below
the national unemployment rate of 3.0 per cent. Wilayah Persekutuan Putrajaya registered the
lowest unemployment rate at 1.3 per cent, followed by Melaka and Selangor (2.0%) and
Pahang (2.1%).

The full publication of the Labour Force Survey Report, Third Quarter 2026 can be downloaded through
eStatistic Portal.
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