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Who are Graduates? G RADUATES

Graduates refers to individual with the highest
certificate obtained from universities, colleges, STAT I s T I c s
polytechnics, recognised bodies or equivalent,

where duration of study is at least two years. N

5 7 million
o graduates in 2023

Number of graduates’ Graduates' Labour Graduates' Labour

labour force (000) Force by Sex, 2023 Force by Strata, 2023
4.9231 Male Female Urban Rural

4,709.2

2022 48.1% 51.9%

Employed graduates : Unemployed graduates : Graduates' Outside
(000) i (000) i Labour Force
4,755.8 174.8 (000)
4,534.4 ’

2022 2023 : 2022

2023 9
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Graduates Labour Force Participation 88.6% 83.2%
Rate (GLFPR) Male Female

GUR 2023 3.4% v @ I
2022 37% 31% 3.7%

Graduates Unemployment Rate (GUR )
Male Female Urban

Source: Graduates Statistics 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) o



<=0

1949-2024 DOSM

MINISTRY OF ECONOMY
DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS MALAYSIA

AGRICULTURE
0EOE asgemnTons dvesss W

@StatsMalaysia

GRADUATES STATISTICS 2023

Out of 4.76
million employed graduates

Age Group ('000)

Skill level & Sex
('000) Male Female

:,‘ Skilled 3,214.9 m 60.2%

"", Semi-skilled  1,489.0 | 22.7%

o Low-skiled 518 17% | 05%

Sector ('000) Share

o Agriculture 83.0 m

*1) Mining & Quarrying 46.8

Manufacturing 637.9

3011

3,687.0
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Graduates' Underemployment

Skill-related Time-related

(000) (000)

24 2023|355

2023 ERFLK]
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I Skill-related Rate (%) Time-related Rate (%)

Duration of Graduates' Unemployment
% Share

e -

% Share

30.6
345
23
27

18

Retired/o

Source: Graduates Statistics 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)
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@ 1.0 abour Force Graduates
- i Rate (%) Unemployment Rate (%)

KELANTAN MELAKA  NEGERISEMBILAN  PAHANG PULAU PINANG  PERAK

m |
= It —
Graduates 5217 299.4 220.3 194.6 229.5 219.0 381.9 348.0
Employed 4544 238.5 160.2 163.1 1821 175.8 319.3 2621
Unemployed 15.2 8.4 7.9 28 57 5.8 6.3 17
Outside
Labour Force 521 52.6 52.2 28.7 41.6 375 56.3 743
W.P. KUALA
W.P PUTRAJAYA  PERLIS TERENGGANU  SELANGOR LUMPUR SARAWAK SABAH  W.P LABUAN
1] == — —
Graduates 40.3 47.3 167.7 1,817.0 615.6 281.6 346.1 13.0
Employed 344 33.7 123.5 1,558.6 530.7 230.7 277.4 "2
Unemployed 0.3 1.5 5.0 53.2 1.5 8.3 23.6 0.1
Outside
LT HEREE 5.6 121 39.2 205.2 734 426 451 1.6

Source: Graduates Statistics 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)
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Higher mean & median monthly salaries
& wages received by employed graduates
in 2023

Graduates Salaries & Wages by States
Mean (RM) Median (RM)

Male

5,541
5,199

Female

4,683
4,435

Total

4,933
4,747

Mean (RM) Kelantan

4,800 Melaka

4,457

4,350
4,049

4,409
4,265

Median (RM)

Negeri Sembilan

Graduates Salaries & Wages by Skill

K . . Pahang
The highest gain in salaries & wages of

graduates in skilled occupations

-~
b
skilled

6,149

(] =

Semi-Skilled Low-Skilled
2,851 2,271

Pulau Pinang

Perak

Perlis

Mean (RM)

5,848 2,733 2,199

5,663 2,375 1,915

Graduates Salaries & Wages by Strata

Both mean and median of salaries & wages
in urban and rural area increased

Urban Rural
5,209 4,019

4,637 3,426
4,403 3,391
Year 2023 @ Year 2022

Selangor

Median (RM)
Terengganu

Sabah

AUCIG LS LR L

Sarawak

Mean (RM)

A
B

W.P. Kuala Lumpur

W.P.Labuan

Median (RM)

I8 w.p. putrajaya

Note: Graduates monthly salaries & wages statistics are based on full-time equivalent principal occupation of paid employees

Source: Graduates Statistics 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)



1949-2024 DOSM

MINISTRY OF ECONOMY
DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS MALAYSIA 5

QW
- BENDO lﬂ AuasauthL:rtJFaEie@gak&ts&au\ \";\‘ =bbg

> -J
@StatsMaIaysna Do R T\

RO T GRADUATES

Graduates refers to individual with the highest
certificate obtained from universities, colleges, STAT I s T I c s
polytechnics, recognised bodies or equivalent,

where duration of study is at least two years. N

5.74 milen  uns 2023 X

Number of graduates' Graduates' Labour Graduates' Labour

labour force T Force by Sex, 2023 Force by Strata, 2023
4.9231 Male Female Urban Rural

4,709.2

48.1% 51.9%

Employed graduates : Unemployed graduates : Graduates' Outside
(000) i (000) i Labour Force
4,755.8 § 174.8 § (000)
4,534.4 § 167.3 '

2022 2023 : 2022 2023

2023
amm B o7y T T
2022 85.4% =
Graduates Labour Force Participation 88 6% 83.2%
Rate (GLFPR) Male Female

GUR 2023 3.4% V g @

2022 37%
3.1% 3.7%
Graduates Unemployment Rate (GUR ) -

Male Female

Source: Graduates Statistics 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) °



“Malaysia registered 5.74 million graduates, increased
4.2 per cent with more than two-thirds employed in
Skilled occupation in 2023"

Key Reviews

o In 2022, there were 5.92 million graduates in Malaysia, of which 5.06 million
graduates were in the labour force, resulting in 85.4 per cent graduate labour
force participation rate (GLFPR).

o As Malaysia’s economy gradually regained momentum towards recovery and
subsequently foster a healthier labour market situation during the year, the
number of employed graduates went up by 6.0 per cent to register 4.87 million
persons (2021: 4.59 million persons) while the number of unemployed
graduates decreased 5.5 per cent (-10.9 thousand) in 2022 to record 187.8
thousand persons.

o The structural labour market challenges remained as indicated by the
continuous increase in underemployment. Graduates in skill-related
underemployment increased by 7.9 per cent (+123.1 thousand persons) to 1.68
million persons (2021: 1.55 million), as they accepted jobs that did not match
their qualifications and skills. The situation was more profound among youth
graduates aged 24 years and below as the skill-related underemployment rate
remained high at 61.2 per cent in 2022 as compared to 80.6 per cent in 2021.

o The share of graduates outside labour force composed 14.6 per cent of total
graduates or equivalent to 862.6 thousand persons. The major groups of
graduates outside labour force were due to housework/ family responsibility
(32.4%), retired/old age (37.1%) and attending school/ training programme
(26.1%).

> Looking ahead to 2023, Malaysia predicts moderate economic growth, where
the role of graduates is considered increasingly vital in driving economic



progress. Graduates equipped with deep knowledge and relevant skills are
expected to lead in driving innovation and make a significant contribution to
expanding and advancing various economic sectors. Despite global uncertainty,
the labor market is projected to remain positively stable in Malaysia, supported
by government initiatives aimed at enhancing the overall economic landscape.
This can instill confidence in graduates that they hold a crucial role in
spearheading Malaysia's economic growth, while adapting to challenges that
may arise in an uncertain global scenario. With a continual focus on skill
development aligned with market needs, graduates in Malaysia are expected to
continue playing a positive role in driving the country's economic growth and
fostering innovation across various industrial sectors.

The full publication of Graduates Statistics 2022 can be downloaded
through eStatistik Portal.
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