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EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS, FIRST QUARTER 2023



Introduction

This  publication  presents  the  labour  demand  statistics  based  on  the  Quarterly  Employment  Survey
conducted  on  formal  private  sector  establishments  encompassing  major  economic  activities  namely
Agriculture,  Mining & Quarrying,  Manufacturing,  Construction and Services.  The principal  statistics  of
employment presented in this report are jobs, filled jobs, vacancies and jobs created by economic activity
and category of skill.

Labour Demand, First Quarter of 2023

During this quarter, the number of jobs in the economic sector elevated by 2.7 per cent to 8.81 million
jobs over the same quarter of the preceding year (Q1 2022: 8.57 million). In the meantime, there were
8.61  million  filled  jobs  with  the  rate  of  97.8  per  cent  whereas  the  job  vacancies  rate  was  2.2  per  cent,
registering  a  total  of  192.6  thousand  job  vacancies  as  compared  to  Q1  2022  (184.3  thousand).
Additionally, the number of jobs created recorded was 31.7 thousand jobs during this quarter (Q1 2022:
25.8 thousand).

Labour Demand by Skill

In terms of share across skills category, jobs in the semi-skilled category recorded the highest share
of 62.4 per cent (5.49 million). Skilled category ranked second at 24.9 per cent with 2.20 million jobs. A
total of 12.7 per cent of jobs (1.12 million) were in the low-skilled category.

Skilled category recorded 2.20 million jobs, edged up by 3.7 per cent as compared to Q1 2022. This
category comprised of 97.8 per cent rate of filled jobs, recorded a total of 2.15 million jobs while vacancies
rate stood at 2.2 per cent (49.3 thousand). There were 8.6 thousand skilled jobs created in this quarter.

Majority of jobs were in the semi-skilled category, comprising a share of 62.4 per cent (5.49 million) in Q1
2023.  Out  of  all  semi-skilled  jobs,  98.1  per  cent  or  equivalent  to  5.39  million  were  filled  jobs  with  an
increment of 2.8 per cent as compared to the same quarter of the preceding year (Q1 2022: 5.24 million).
This category also posted an additional of 4 thousand job vacancies since Q1 2022, hence resulting in
106.2 thousand job vacancies in Q1 2023 with the vacancies rate of 1.9 per cent. Meanwhile, this category
recorded 20.2 thousand jobs created.

Analysing the year-on-year performance of low-skilled category, jobs increased by 0.4 per cent with 1.12
million jobs in Q1 2023. Likewise, the low-skilled filled jobs also grew by 0.4 per cent to 1.08 million jobs,
recorded a rate of filled jobs at 96.7 per cent (Q1 2022: 1.07 million). Meanwhile, the number of low-skilled
job vacancies decreased by 0.4 per cent to 37.1 thousand, with the vacancies rate of 3.3 per cent. 

Labour Demand by Economic Activity

Looking at the breakdown by economic activity, more than half of jobs and filled jobs were in the Services
sector with a share of 51.7 per cent (4.56 million) and 52.6 per cent (4.53 million) respectively. Within the
same period, Manufacturing sector ranked second for both jobs and filled jobs, recorded 2.43 million jobs
(27.6%) and 2.32 million filled jobs (27.0%).

Manufacturing sector posted the largest share of job vacancies at 55.9 per cent (107.7 thousand), followed



by Agriculture (16.5%; 31.8 thousand). Meanwhile, Services sector encompassing 15.3 per cent (29.4
thousand) followed by Construction (12.1%; 23.3 thousand) and Mining & Quarrying (0.2%; 0.5 thousand).

The percentage share of jobs created primarily dominated by Services sector with 50.8 per cent (16.1
thousand) followed by Manufacturing with a share of 33.2 per cent (10.5 thousand) and Construction
(10.3%; 3.3 thousand). 

The full publication of the Employment Statistics, First Quarter 2023 can be downloaded through
eStatistik portal.

Released by:

DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS MALAYSIA

11 May 2023

 

Contact person:
Baharudin Mohamad
Public Relation Officer
Strategic Communication and International Division
Department of Statistics Malaysia
Tel : +603-8090 4681
Fax : +603-8888 9248
Email : baharudin[at]dosm.gov.my

Copyright ©2025 Department of Statistics Malaysia Official Portal. All Rights Reserved.

https://newss.statistics.gov.my/newss-portalx/ep/epLogin.seam

