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THE COST OF LIVING INDICATORS REPORT, MALAYSIA, 2024 
 
 
 

Based on the 2024 PAKW index point values, 91 districts in Malaysia recorded an 

index point value below 50, indicating that the PAKW cost in these districts was less 

than half of that in Kuala Lumpur. Meanwhile, four (4) districts recorded a PAKW 

index point values below 30 per cent compared with Kuala Lumpur. 

 

PUTRAJAYA, 24th December 2025 – Today, the Department of Statistics Malaysia 

(DOSM) released the Cost of Living Indicators Report, Malaysia, 2024, which provides 

a comprehensive and detailed overview of cost of living statistics for Malaysian 

households in 2024, reflecting the expenditure required to maintain a decent standard 

of living and enable meaningful participation in society. These statistics are published 

to facilitate comparisons of the cost of living across states, state capitals, and 

administrative districts, as well as to analyse variations in household expenditure 

between urban and rural areas. 

 

The Basic Expenditure of Decent Living (PAKW) Index is a new indicator introduced in 

the Cost of Living Indicators publication. It is used to measure the level of expenditure 

required to maintain a decent standard of living across different locations. This indicator 

aims to provide a relative measure of the average expenditure needed for a decent living 

at the state, administrative district, and state capital levels, and to facilitate relative 

comparisons between locations. 

 

The index is constructed by setting Kuala Lumpur as the reference value (100), with all 

other locations measured relative to this benchmark. A lower index value indicates a 
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lower level of expenditure required to maintain a decent standard of living compared to 

the reference value, while a higher index value reflects a greater expenditure 

requirement. Therefore, this index can be used as a reference to understand differences 

in the cost of living across locations, including identifying areas that relatively have a 

lower cost of living 

 

Emphasising the variations in the cost of maintaining a decent standard of living across 

Malaysia, Chief Statistician Malaysia, Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd Uzir Mahidin stated, “The 

analysis of the Index of Basic Expenditure of Decent Living (PAKW) for households in 

2024, with Kuala Lumpur set as the reference at 100, shows clear differences across 

states. For single-person households, Selangor recorded the highest index at  

92.0 points, followed by Pulau Pinang (84.2 index points) and Wilayah Persekutuan 

Putrajaya (83.1 index points), while the lowest values were in Kelantan (53.7 index 

points), Sarawak (53.7 index points) and Kedah (56.6 index points). A similar pattern 

was observed for two-person households, with Selangor at 91.4 index points,  

W.P. Putrajaya and Pulau Pinang both at 84.6 index points, and the lowest indices in 

Kelantan (58.0 index points), Kedah (58.7 index points) and Perlis (58.8 index points). 

For three-person households, indices were generally higher, with Selangor continuing 

to lead at 92.4 index points, followed by W.P. Putrajaya (84.8 index points) and  

Pulau Pinang (83.7 index points), and the lowest in Sabah (59.6 index points), Perlis 

(60.6 index points) and Kedah (60.8 index points). For four-person households, 

Selangor again recorded the highest index at 91.3 index points, followed by  

W.P. Putrajaya (84.7 index points) and Melaka (83.0 index points), while the lowest 

indices remained in Sabah (59.4 index points), Kedah (60.5 index points) and Perlis 

(60.9 index points). States with higher index values, such as Selangor, indicate a higher 

cost of living, whereas states with lower indices, such as Kelantan, Kedah, and Perlis, 

reflect a relatively lower yet still adequate cost of living. 

 

Based on the PAKW Index analysis using Kuala Lumpur as the reference (base), the 

reasonable cost of living for a one-person household in Kelantan is much lower than 

Kuala Lumpur, which is 46.3 per cent lower. If a one-person household living in  

Kuala Lumpur spends RM1000 on PAKW, it only needs a value of RM537 on PAKW if 

it lives in Kelantan. Next, for a four-person household size, the reasonable expenditure 

rate in Perlis is lower than Kuala Lumpur, which is 39.1 percent. This means that if a  
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four-person household living in Kuala Lumpur spends RM1000 on PAKW, they only 

need a spending value of RM609 on PAKW if they live in Perlis. 

 

Looking at the comparison across administrative districts, only Petaling in Selangor 

recorded Index of Basic Expenditure of Decent Living (PAKW) values exceeding the 

Kuala Lumpur reference across all household sizes, from single-person to four-person 

households. For single-person households, Petaling, Selangor recorded the highest 

index at 103.3 index points, followed by Gombak, Selangor (94.9 index points) and 

Johor Bahru, Johor (94.7 index points), while the lowest indices were in Pantu (27.8 

index points), Lingga (28.3 index points) and Sebuyau (29.1 index points) in Sarawak. 

For two-person households, Petaling remained highest at 104.8  index points, followed 

by Timur Laut, Pulau Pinang (94.9 index points) and Gombak (94.6 index points), with 

the lowest indices again in Pantu (29.9 index points) and Lingga (31.0 index points), 

followed by Membakut, Sabah (31.2 index points). The analysis for three- and four-

person households shows a similar trend, with Petaling consistently leading, while 

Membakut recorded the lowest indices. Across all household sizes, the index in Pantu 

remained less than a third of that in Petaling, highlighting significant disparities in living 

costs across administrative districts. 

 

Based on the PAKW Index analysis using Kuala Lumpur as the reference (base), the 

reasonable cost of living for a one-person household in Pantu is much lower than  

Kuala Lumpur, which is 72.2 per cent lower. If a one-person household living in  

Kuala Lumpur spends RM1000 on PAKW, it only needs a PAKW value of RM278 if it 

lives in Pantu. Next, for a four-person household size, the reasonable expenditure rate 

in Perlis is lower than Kuala Lumpur, which is 68.1 percent. This means that if a four-

person household living in Kuala Lumpur spends RM1000 on PAKW, they only need a 

PAKW value of RM609 if they live in Pantu. 

 

Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd Uzir Mahidin also highlighted that Malaysian households face notable 

differences in the cost of maintaining a decent standard of living across state capitals. 

For single-person households, Shah Alam recorded the highest PAKW Index at 99.8 

index points, followed by Johor Bahru (92.9 index points) and George Town (90.7 index 

points), while the lowest indices were observed in Kangar (59.0 index points), Kota 

Bharu (61.5 index points) and Kuala Terengganu (68.2 index points). For two-person 



Embargo: Only can be published or disseminated at 1200 hour, Wednesday 24th December 2025  

 

4 
 

households, the same trend was observed, with Shah Alam, Johor Bahru, and George 

Town remaining the highest at 100.1 index points, 92.6 index points, and 91.3 index 

points, respectively, while the lowest indices were recorded in Kangar (58.8 index 

points), Kota Bharu (62.9 index points) and Alor Setar (69.7 index points). For three-

person households, Shah Alam continued to lead with 100.2 index points, followed by 

George Town (92.6 index points) and Johor Bahru (92.5 index points), while the lowest 

indices were in Kangar (59.1 index points), Kota Bharu (64.0 index points) and Alor 

Setar (70.4 index points). A similar trend was observed for four-person households, with 

the highest indices in Shah Alam (100.3 index points), Johor Bahru (92.4 index points) 

and George Town (91.9 index points), and the lowest in Kangar (59.2 index points), 

Kota Bharu (64.6 index points) and Alor Setar (71.4 index points). Notably, Shah Alam’s 

indices surpassed the Kuala Lumpur reference value of 100 across multiple household 

sizes, while Kangar consistently recorded the lowest indices, remaining just over half of 

Shah Alam’s cost across all household sizes. 

 

Reflecting the variations in household well-being across Malaysia, Malaysian 

households continue to experience notable differences in the cost of a decent standard 

of living across the country. At the state level, Selangor consistently recorded the 

highest PAKW indices, indicating higher living costs, while states such as Kelantan, 

Kedah, and Perlis had the lowest indices, reflecting relatively lower yet still adequate 

costs of living. At the district level, Petaling in Selangor stood out as the only district 

surpassing the Kuala Lumpur reference, whereas districts like Pantu, Sebuyau, and 

Membakut recorded the lowest indices, with Pantu remaining less than a third of 

Petaling’s cost. Among state capitals, Shah Alam consistently exceeded the Kuala 

Lumpur reference across all household sizes, highlighting its relatively high living costs, 

while Kangar remained the lowest, at just over half of Shah Alam’s cost. These findings 

demonstrate significant disparities in living costs across states, districts, and capitals, 

underscoring the value of the PAKW Index in understanding regional differences in 

household expenditure and cost of living. 

 

DOSM has updated the MyPAKW Calculator for 2024 to help Malaysians estimate 

PAKW tailored exclusively for each household. The calculator enables households to 

determine the expenditure required for a decent standard of living based on location 

and household demographics. It is accessible online at mypakw.dosm.gov.my and will 
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also be available as a mobile application on the App Store and Google Play Store 

starting February 2026. However, the PAKW Calculator application released last year 

still works, even though it is the 2023 version which uses the 2023 spending and price 

structure. 

 

Malaysia has, for the first time, successfully recorded the top position globally in the 

biennial Open Data Inventory (ODIN) 2024/25 report released by Open Data Watch 

(ODW), surpassing 197 other countries. This achievement marks a significant leap from 

its 67th position in the ODIN 2022/23 assessment. 

 

OpenDOSM NextGen is a medium that provides data catalogue and visualisations to 

facilitate users' analysis and can be accessed through https://open.dosm.gov.my. 

 

Released by: 

 

THE OFFICE OF CHIEF STATISTICIAN MALAYSIA  

DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS MALAYSIA 

24th December 2025 

 

 

 

 

  

https://open.dosm.gov.my/


Embargo: Only can be published or disseminated at 1200 hour, Wednesday 24th December 2025  

 

6 
 

APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 
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APPENDIX 3 

Index of Basic Expenditure for Decent Living (PAKW) by Household Size and 

Administrative District, Malaysia 2024 

 

 

W.P. Kuala Lumpur = 100  
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APPENDIX 4 

Index of Basic Expenditure for Decent Living (PAKW) by Household Size and 

Administrative District, Malaysia 2024 (Cont.) 

 

 

W.P. Kuala Lumpur = 100  
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APPENDIX 5 

Index of Basic Expenditure for Decent Living (PAKW) by Household Size and 

Administrative District, Malaysia 2024 (Cont.) 

 

 

W.P. Kuala Lumpur = 100 
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APPENDIX 6 

Index of Basic Expenditure for Decent Living (PAKW) by Household Size and 

Administrative District, Malaysia 2024 (Cont.) 

 

 

W.P. Kuala Lumpur = 100 
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