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LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY, FIRST QUARTER 2025
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Malaysia’s Quarterly Labour Productivity,
Annual Percentage Change, Q1 2021 – Q1 2025
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Labour productivity per hour worked grew 1.0 per cent 

in the first quarter of 2025, registering RM42.5 per hour

Malaysia's Labour Productivity

• Labour productivity per hour worked grew 1.0 per cent 

(Q4 2024: 1.4%) with total hours worked increased 3.3 per cent to register 

9.8 billion hours (Q4 2024: 3.5%, 9.7 billion hours) in the first quarter of 

2025. Malaysia’s economy expanded 4.4 per cent in the first quarter of 

2025 as compared to 4.9 per cent in the previous quarter.

• In Q1 2025, labour productivity per employment increased 

1.3 per cent (Q4 2024: 2.1%), as the total number of employed persons 

rose 3.0 per cent to register 16.9 million persons (Q4 2024: 2.7%; 16.8 

million persons).

• In the first quarter of 2025, labour productivity recorded value added per 

hour worked of RM42.5 per hour (Q4 2024: RM44.2 per hour) and 

value added per employment of RM24,580 per person

(Q4 2024: RM25,635 per person).

Malaysia’s Labour Productivity by five (5) economic activities

• The sectoral performance for labour productivity measured as value 

added per hour worked for this quarter was driven by the growth in the 

Construction sector at 11.3 per cent (Q4 2024: 18.7%), followed by the 

Manufacturing sector at 2.8 per cent (Q4 2024: 2.2%), the Services 

sector at 0.5 per cent (Q4 2024: 0.9%) and the Agriculture sector at 

0.1 per cent (Q4 2024: -1.9%), while the Mining and quarrying sector 

slumped at a negative 0.9 per cent (Q4 2024: -2.4%).

• In terms of sectoral performance for labor productivity measured as 

value added per employment, the Construction sector drove the 

overall performance by posting an encouraging increase of 13.2 per cent 

(Q4 2024: 19.7%) during this quarter, followed by the Manufacturing 

sector at 2.2 per cent (Q4 2024: 2.8%), the Services sector at 

0.8 per cent (Q4 2024: 1.8%) and the Agriculture sector at 0.3 per cent 

(Q4 2024: -1.9%), while the Mining and quarrying sector declined at a 

negative 3.2 per cent (Q4 2024: -1.1%).
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