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The Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) successfully hosted the 8th Meeting of the Working Group on
Sustainable Development Goals Indicators (WGSDGI8) from 5 - 6 August 2025 in Putrajaya. The WGSDGI, a key
entity under the ASEAN Community Statistical System (ACSS), plays a vital role in strengthening ASEAN’s data
ecosystem. It leads regional efforts to harmonize methodologies, align indicators and build statistical capacity
across Member States — ensuring that SDG data remains transparent, comparable and actionable.

WGSDGI8 convened 29 delegates from ASEAN Member States (AMS) and the ASEAN Secretariat (ASEANstats),
with virtual participation from Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Myanmar. As a collaborative platform, the WGSDGI
focuses on supporting the achievement and monitoring of SDG indicators across ASEAN. Its meetings serve to
review progress, address challenges and coordinate efforts among Member States, UN agencies and
international organizations in tracking SDG implementation.

This year’s meeting aimed to:
Finalize agreement on the ASEAN Statistical Indicators Core Set (ASI-CT)
Discuss the ASEAN SDG Indicators Progress Report 2025
Review the WGSDGI Multi-Year Plan (MYP) 2026–2030
Update the 2026 Annual Work Plan (AWP)
Assess evolving needs and expertise under the ASEAN Help ASEAN Framework (AHAF)
Review ASEAN–UN Women collaboration on Gender Statistics
Present progress on the pilot study for Small Area Estimation (SAE)

The 8  Meeting of the Working Group on th

Sustainable Development Goals Indicators (WGSDGI8)

ASEAN Malaysia Chairmanship 2025

“To fulfil the commitment to ‘leave no one behind’, a clear
understanding of the current situation requires relevant, reliable and
timely indicators, as well as data that reflects not only regional
performance but also the lived experiences of the people. Therefore,
AMS play an important role in this effort and the National Statistics
Offices (NSOs) serve not only as data producers but also strategic
enablers of evidence-based development”

YBhg. Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd Uzir Mahidin,
Chief Statistician Malaysia & Chair of the 15  Session of theth

ASEAN Community Statistical System Commitee (ACSS15) 1



OBJECTIVE

MAIN ACTIVITIES

Strengthening of the national coordination for collecting and compiling ASEAN SDG indicators by working closely with
national coordinators, ministries and stakeholders, while also promoting partnerships to support resource mobilization and
capacity-building efforts.

Advising the ACSS Committee on communication and dissemination of ASEAN SDG indicators, supporting ASEANstats  
in developing and maintaining a comprehensive SDG database, ensuring annual updates for UN regional reporting and
contributing to the preparation of comprehensive and snapshot SDG reports with guidance on format, content and data
visualization.

Coordinate capacity-building efforts, foster collaboration among ASEAN Member States to enhance statistical capacity for
SDG indicator production and actively engage in regional and international exchanges to support effective SDG monitoring
and reporting.

ASEAN/DOSM/StatsAwareness/4

BACKGROUND

CHAIRMANSHIP

Focus on supporting SDG indicator compilation and communication within the global framework through 2030, establishing
a relevant set of ASEAN SDG indicators with metadata, aligning methodologies with international standards, implementing  
a Multi-Year Work Plan (2020–2030), harmonizing ASEAN and national SDG indicators based on country capacities and
monitoring regional progress in line with the ASEAN Community Blueprints 2025.

WGSDGI

WGSDGI

The ASEAN Working Group on SDG Indicators (WGSDGI) aims to address the statistical requirements in monitoring and reviewing
the implementation of the ASEAN SDG indicators in the ASEAN Member States (AMS) and ASEAN and the region’s position at the
global level. 

The ASEAN Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals Indicators (WGSDGI) was established in November 2016, following
its endorsement at the 6th Meeting of the ASEAN Community Statistical System (ACSS) Committee held in Vientiane, Lao PDR.
The group was formed to support ASEAN Member States in the development, compilation, and reporting of indicators to monitor
progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

WGSDGI plays a central role in coordinating regional efforts on SDG indicators, harmonizing statistical methodologies, ensuring
data comparability, and addressing gaps in SDG-related statistics across ASEAN. It also provides technical guidance, promotes
collaboration among Member States, and operates under the ACSS framework in alignment with the ACSS Strategic Plan 
2016–2025.

WGSDGI

WGSDGI

The Chair of the WGSDGI is selected from among the designated focal points of the Working Group, rotating every two years
among ASEAN Member States (AMS) based on alphabetical country order or as mutually agreed by the WGSDGI. ASEANstats
serves as the Co-chair. The Chair is primarily responsible for guiding the Working Group’s activities and meetings toward
achieving its stated objectives within a defined timeframe. In fulfilling this role, the Chair works in close coordination with
ASEANstats to plan, initiate, and lead the implementation of the WGSDGI work plan.

Technical

Coordination

dissemination

capacity building
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NO. MEETING DATE PLACE

1. WGSDGI1 18 - 20 September 2018 Jakarta, Indonesia

2. WGSDGI2 7 - 8 August 2019 Bangkok, Thailand

3. WGSDGI3 30 June - 1 July 2020 Online

4. WGSDGI4 3 - 4 August 2021 Online

5. WGSDGI5 26 - 27 July 2022 Online

6. WGSDGI6 27 - 28 July 2023 Jakarta, Indonesia

7. WGSDGI7 31 July - 1 August 2024 Jakarta, Indonesia

8. WGSDGI8 5 - 6 August 2025 Putrajaya, Malaysia

WGSDGI MEETING
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WGSDGI 1

WGSDGI 5 WGSDGI 7

WGSDGI 8

WGSDGI 3
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WGSDGI8

MEETING AGENDA
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
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Closing of WGSDGI8
Meeting

The ASEAN SDG
Indicators Progress

Report 2025
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Annual Work Plan (AWP)

2025 and the
development of AWP

2026

AMS Progress on SDG
Implementation

Monitoring and Data
Collection
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The Meeting reviewed progress on the ASEAN SDG Indicators Progress Report 2025 and noted ASEANstats will explore the
possibility of organising a special event to mark the launch of the report. It also praised the working group's collaboration and
commitment, which led to a comprehensive and insightful report.

     The ASEAN SDG Indicators Progress Report 20253

The Meeting reviewed the implementation of the WGSDGI Annual Work Plan and agreed that from 2026 onward, WGSDGI
activities will align with the ACSS Action Plan and MYP 2026–2030. It was decided that a separate AWP will no longer be needed
and the MYP may be adjusted to address emerging priorities or issues.

     The implementation of Annual Work Plan (AWP) 2025 and the development of AWP 20264

The Meeting acknowledged the inclusion of SDG-related indicators in the preliminary list of Key Outcome Indicators of the  
AEC Strategic Plan 2026–2030. It emphasized data collection challenges and recommended assessing data availability in ASEAN
Member States before adding these indicators to the SDGI submission template (Section L).

     SDG-related indicators in the list of Key Outcome Indicators (KOIs)5

The Meeting appreciated the efforts by ASEAN Member States to improve SDGI monitoring and data compilation and also
acknowledged common challenges faced by AMS in SDGI data compilation.

     AMS Progress on SDG Implementation Monitoring and Data Collection6

The Meeting acknowledged the successful implementation of AHAF capacity-building activities in 2024–2025 and noted that all
AMS had submitted the updated list of needs and expertise. The Meeting also reviewed evaluation results and future
recommendations and proposed seeking collaboration with international bodies for SDG indicator development.

     ASEAN Help ASEAN Framework7

The Meeting discussed the draft work plan for the ASEAN–UN Women Cooperation Programme on Gender Statistics and
recommended incorporating all gender-related topics identified by AMS. ASEANstats will relay this suggestion to UN Women for
consideration.

     ASEAN-UN Women Cooperation on Gender Statistics8
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The Meeting reviewed the latest updates on SDG Indicator data submissions, noted that ASEAN currently tracks  
147  main indicators (374 including sub-indicators) and agreed on proposed adjustments to the indicator list.

     ASEAN SDG Indicators Data Submission and the Database 1

The Meeting discussed the WGSDGI MYP 2026–2030 and agreed to include a supporting activity to establish national  
inter-agency working groups with clear task allocation to streamline SDGI data processes and explore Big Data and other
sources. It also agreed to further develop a Statistical Glossary for SDG statistics and noted the proposed KPIs for monitoring
and evaluating the ACSS Action Plan 2026–2030 across all working groups.

    WGSDGI Multi-Year Workplan (MYP) 2026-20302

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

The Meeting reviewed progress on the Small Area Estimation (SAE) pilot including capacity-building efforts in 2024 and
implementation in 2025 and encouraged AMS to seek support if needed. It also noted potential assistance from ONS UK on
SDG-related topics such as Tier II indicators, Big Data integration, SDMX metadata standards and data quality frameworks.  
The Meeting confirmed that the 9  WGSDGI Meeting will be held at the ASEAN Secretariat in 2026 and welcomed Indonesia as
the incoming chair for 2026–2027.
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     Other Matters9
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SIGHTSEEING
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PODCAST - SDG AWARENESS 

ARRIVAL OF DELEGATIONS

NETWORKING LUNCHEON

MEETING
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ENGLISH

BAHASA MELAYU

MEDIA STATEMENT
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WGSDGI8

MEDIA PICKUPS

ASTRO AWANI BERNAMA
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UNITED DAILYTHE MALAYSIAN RESERVE
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COUNTDOWN

TEASER

WGSDGI8

THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
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THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Social Media Posting (By Day)

FACEBOOK LIVE

FACEBOOK
POST DAY 1

X
POST DAY 2
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WGSDGI8
VIDEO RECAP

YOUTUBETIK TOK
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Doesn't matter far or near
Strength in numbers 
we don't live in fear

Mustering our courage while
Embracing our disparities
We'll achieve our victory

Sending love to one another
Leaving no one in a slumber
We will stand with unity

Birds of feather flock together
Statistics our form of adour
We, will always live it up

Prechorus
So let us live in solidarity 
And in the world arena we'll succeed
It is statistics that will come to be
The reason we will bloom in harmony
Chorus

Everybody undivided
Data's where our hearts reside in
There will always be a bind

Just like fire that ignites
That's how brightly lit our dreams are
We'll reach higher than the stars

One dream with unity
One love with harmony

Statistics Bloom in Harmony

Thank you
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