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Natural rubber 
production slips 
PETALING JAYA: Malaysia’s natural rubber (NR) 
production decreased by 20.9% in April 2024 
(21,325 tonnes) compared to the previous 
month (26,966 tonnes), said Chief Statistician 
Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin. 

He added that year-on-year comparison 
showed that the production of NR decreased by 
9.1% (April 2023: 23,460 tonnes).  

“Production of NR in April for Malaysia was 
mainly contributed by smallholders sector 
(89.1%) as compared to estates sector (10.9%),” 
he said.  

Total stocks of NR in April decreased by 5.1% 
to 211,119 tonnes as compared to 222,455 
tonnes in March. Rubber processors factories 
contributed 92.4% of the stocks followed by 
rubber consumers factories (7.5%) and rubber  
estates (0.1%).   

Malaysia’s exports of NR amounted to 47,796 
tonnes in April, down 18.9% from March (58,965 
tonnes). China remained as the main destination 
for NR exports which accounted for 44.8% of 
total exports in April followed by India (11.4%), 
Germany (8.0%), the United Arab Emirates (4.3%) 
and Pakistan (3.9%).  

The export performance was contributed by 
products such as gloves, tyres, tubes and rubber 
thread. Gloves were the main exports of rubber-
based products with a value of RM1.09 billion in 
April, a decrease of 3.8% compared to March 
(RM1.14 billion).  

Analysis of the average monthly price 
showed that concentrated latex recorded a 
decrease of 0.9% (April: 733.58 sen per kg; March: 
740.37 sen per kg) while scrap decreased by 
0.1% (April: 639.62 sen per kg; March: 640.54 sen 
per kg).  

Prices for all Standard Malaysian Rubber 
decreased between 0.3% and 0.9%.

Batik Air to increase flights 
to Penang, Kuching 
PETALING JAYA: Batik Air is expanding its flight 
frequencies to Penang and Kuching, effective 
July 25.   

The move comes ahead of Sukma 2024 
(Malaysia Games) which will be held in Sarawak 
from Aug 17 to 24.  

Penang is scheduled to gain a rise in flight 
frequencies departing from KLIA – from 21 to 33 
weekly flights. Similarly, flights from Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport to Kuching will see 
an additional 14, bringing the total to 28 weekly 
flights. 

Batik Air CEO Datuk Chandran Rama Muthy 
said, “We understand the importance of reliable 
and convenient air travel, especially during 
major events like Sukma, and we are committed 
to meeting and exceeding the expectations of 
our customers. “ 

In response to the heightened demand of 
travellers attending Sukma, Batik Air will 
enhance its flight schedules, doubling the daily 
flights to Kuching to four and increasing those to 
Penang from three to five, starting on July 25. 

Wholesale, retail trade sales 
value hits RM144.9b in April

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia’s wholesale and 
retail trade registered sales value of RM144.9 
billion in April 2024, higher by 6.6% year-on-
year, according to the Department of Statistics 
Malaysia. 

In a statement yesterday, Chief Statistician 
Malaysia Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin 
said, “The increase of 6.6% year-on-year for 
wholesale and retail trade in April 2024 was 
driven by retail trade sub-sector, which rose 
5.5% or  RM3.3 billion to register RM63.8 
billion. Wholesale trade also grew by 
registering 4.8% or RM2.9 billion to RM63.8 
billion, followed by motor vehicles with an 
increase of 18.1% or RM2.6 billion to settle at  
RM17.3 billion.”  

For monthly comparison, wholesale and 
retail trade fell 0.6% from the previous month, 
due to the decrease recorded in motor 
vehicles and wholesale trade which declined 
8.2% and 0.4%, respectively.  

Looking at the performance across sub-
sectors, Mohd Uzir said, “The growth of 5.5% 
year-on-year in retail trade was contributed 
by retail sales in non-specialised stores which 
grew 5.2% or RM1.2 billion to RM24.7 billion.”  

Other groups in this sub-sector also 
recorded positive growth namely retail sales 
in specialised stores (8.4%), household goods 
(4.7%), automotive fuel (4.9%), food, 
beverages & tobacco (7.2%), cultural & 
recreation goods (5%), retail sales not in 
stores, stalls or markets (6.4%), information & 
communication equipment (0.4%), and retail 
sales in stalls & markets (4%).  

For month-on-month comparison, sales of 
this sub-sector rose 1.5%, supported by retail 
sales in non-specialised stores (1.8%), in 
specialised stores (1.6%), and in automotive 
fuel (2.9%). 

In the wholesale trade sub-sector, the 
increase of 4.8%  year-on-year in April was 
supported by other specialised wholesale 
which rose RM1 billion or 4.2% to RM23.9 
billion. This was followed by food, beverages & 
tobacco (6.6%), household goods (4.4%), 
agricultural raw materials & live animals (6.7%), 
machinery, equipment & supplies (2.6%), non-
specialised wholesale trade (4.7%), and 
wholesale on a fee or contract basis (3.2%).  

Conversely, for monthly comparison, 
wholesale trade went down 0.4%, due to 
negative growth in other specialised 

oHigher by 6.6% from 
year ago but down slightly 
on monthly basis

Port of Tanjung Pelepas is world’s fifth most efficient container port  
PETALING JAYA: Port of Tanjung 
Pelepas (PTP), a joint venture between 
Malaysia’s MMC Group and the 
Netherlands’ APM Terminals, is now 
the fifth most efficient container port 
in the world.  

According to the recently 
published 2023 Container Port 
Performance Index (CPPI), PTP has 
risen from sixth place to fifth rank. PTP 
has also secured the top spot in 
Southeast Asia.   

The CPPI, developed by the World 
Bank and S&P Global Market 
Intelligence, is based on the most 
extensive dataset to date, covering 

405 ports worldwide. It includes more 
than 182,000 vessel calls, 238.2 million 
moves, and about 381 million twenty-
foot equivalent units (TEU) for the 
whole of 2023.   

PTP chairman Tan Sri Che Khalib 
Mohamad Noh said, “Achieving this new 
World Top 5 title shows that PTP’s drive for 
enhanced safety, operational excellence 
and continuous improvement truly 
makes a difference, boosting our 
performance throughout the supply 
chain and enabling us to deliver the 
best service to our customers.”   

As the top performer in Southeast 
Asia, he added, PTP not only reinforces 

its status as Malaysia’s busiest and 
largest transhipment hub but also 
solidifies its position as a vital trade 
gateway for this entire region, even 
amidst today’s challenging global 
shipping environment.  

“This significant achievement is a 
testament to the remarkable tenacity 
of our people, and we are immensely 
proud of their efforts. It highlights our 
stability and unwavering 
commitment to serving our 
customers in the best possible way. I 
salute our hardworking employees for 
this outstanding accomplishment and 
extend my gratitude to all 

stakeholders who supported us,” said 
Che Khalib. 

PTP CEO Mark Hardiman said, “This 
world-ranking achievement is a 
significant milestone for PTP. Along with 
our various other accomplishments 
over time, it highlights PTP’s importance 
to the maritime sector, economic  
well-being, and trade for the global 
network. 

“Equally important is our 
commitment to a clear business 
sustainability agenda as by aligning 
our environmental, social and 
governance initiatives, safety policies 
and digitalisation strategy, we not only 

enhance efficiency and optimise 
operations, but also minimise our 
environmental impact. One significant 
target is our ongoing efforts aimed at 
achieving a targeted 45% reduction in 
emissions by 2030, while we continue 
to strive for high performance.” 

He added that the port will 
continue to invest in infrastructure, 
cutting-edge technologies and 
workforce to strengthen its leadership 
in global container port operations. 

 Recently, PTP became the first port 
in Malaysia to handle a record 
1,077,747 TEU in a single month 
without any congestion for May.

wholesale (-0.6%), wholesale of food, 
beverages & tobacco (-1%), and wholesale of 
household goods (-0.9%).  

Mohd Uzir said, “The year-on-year growth 
of 18.1% for motor vehicles sub-sector in April 
was fuelled by sales of motor vehicles which 
surged 26.5% or RM1.8 billion to record 
RM8.6 billion. This was followed by sales of 
motor vehicle parts & accessories (11.8%) and 
maintenance & repair of motor vehicles 
(13.1%).  

However, for monthly comparison, this 
sub-sector contracted 8.2%, dragged down by 
sales of motor vehicles (-13.4%) and sales, 

maintenance & repair of motorcycles (-21.2%).   
The index of retail sales over the internet 

expanded 4.3%  year-on-year in April 2024  
compared to 5.6% in March 2024. Seasonally 
adjusted, the index increased 2.1% as against 
the previous month.  

In terms of volume index, wholesale & 
retail trade for April 2024 registered a year-on-
year growth of 4.5%. The expansion was 
attributed to all sub-sectors namely motor 
vehicles (17.1%), retail trade (3.5%), and 
wholesale trade (2.7%). The seasonally 
adjusted volume index, meanwhile, 
rebounded 5.5% month-on-month.


