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Total trade for April 
hits RM221.7b, 
Penang top exporter
PETALING JAYA: Malaysia’s total trade for April 
2024 amounted to RM221.7 billion with exports 
and imports of RM114.7 billion and RM107.0 
billion, respectively, said Chief Statistician 
Malaysia Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin. 

“Exports was valued at RM114.7 billion in 
April 2024, increased RM9.5 billion (+9.1%) as 
compared to the same month of the previous 
year. The increase in exports was attributed to 
the higher exports in most states such as 
Selangor (+RM3.0 billion), Sarawak (+RM2.1 
billion), Penang  (+RM1.4 billion), WP Kuala 
Lumpur (+RM1.0 billion), Perak (+RM894.4 
million), Terengganu (+RM826.4 million), Sabah 
(+RM669.2 million), Johor (+RM534.0 million), 
Kelantan (+RM164.9 million) and  W.P. Labuan 
(+RM7.2 million),” he said. 

However, exports decreased in Kedah by 
RM669.7 million, Pahang (-RM377.0 million), 
Negeri Sembilan (-RM125.6 million), Perlis (-
RM26.7 million) and Malacca (-RM25.6 million).  

Penang remained as the top exporter with 
30.1% share, followed by Johor (20.4%), Selangor 
(18.5%), Sarawak (8.2%) and Kuala Lumpur (4.7%).  

Looking at the performance of imports by 
state, Mohd Uzir said imports in April this year 
increased RM14.5 billion (+15.6%) as compared 
to the same month in 2023.  

The increase in imports was attributed by the 
higher imports in most states such as Selangor 
(+RM4 billion), Penang (+RM3.6 billion), Johor 
(+RM1.6 billion), Malacca (+RM1.3 billion) and  
Kedah (+RM1.2 billion). 

However, imports decreased in Labuan by 
RM41.1 million and Kelantan (-RM19.3 million).  

Selangor dominates Malaysia’s imports with a 
share of 27.2%, followed by Johor (21.6%).

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia’s Producer Price 
Index (PPI), which measures the price 
changes of goods at the producer level, edged 
up by 1.9% in April 2024 from a 1.6% increase 
recorded in the previous month. 

Chief Statistician Malaysia Datuk Seri Dr 
Mohd Uzir Mahidin said that similar to the 
previous month, all sectors registered an 
increase in April.  

“The mining sector continued to surge by 
10% (March: 8.3%), contributed by the 
increases in extraction of crude petroleum 
(12.3%) and extraction of natural gas (3.5%) 
indices. The agriculture, forestry & fishing 
sector also increased by 5.4% (March: 5.5%), 
with the index of growing of perennial crops 
and animal production going up by 9.2% and  
2.9%, respectively,” he added. 

At the same time, the manufacturing 
sector recorded a marginal increase of 0.8% 
(March: 0.6%) due to the manufacture of 
computer, electronic & optical products index 
(8.9%). For the utility sector, the electricity & 
gas supply index went up by 1%, while the 
water supply index recorded an increase of 
7.2%.   

oApril reading higher by 
1.9%, all sectors post 
increases

He explained, “On a monthly basis, 
PPI local production went up by 0.5% 
as compared to 1.6% in March 2024. 
The mining sector 
rose by 2.1% (March: 
2.3%) contributed by 
extraction of crude 
petroleum (2.7%) 
and extraction of 
natural gas (0.4%) 
indices. 

The agriculture, 
forestry & fishing 
sector increased at 
a slower pace of 
0.7% from 4.3% 
recorded in the 
previous month, 
supported by the 
growing of perennial 
crops (1.3%) index. 

Meanwhile, the 
manufacturing sector 
went up marginally 
by 0.3% (March 2024: 
1.3%) due to manu-
facture of computer, 
electronic & optical 
products (1.4%) and 
manufacture of food 
products (1.6%). 

Electricity & gas 
supply and water supply indices rose by 0.3% 
and 1.1%, respectively.  

Commenting on PPI local production 
by stage of processing, Mohd Uzir said, 

“The crude materials for 
further processing index 

increased by 7.4% in 
April 2024, similar to 
the previous month 
due to the non-food 
materials index (9%). 

“The finished 
goods index went up 
by 2.4% (March: 
1.9%), attributed to 
the increase in 
capital equipment 
(4.8%) index. 

“However, the 
intermediate mat-
erials, supplies & 
components index 
decreased by negative 
0.1% (March: -0.4%), 
affected by processed 
fuel & lubricants (-
9.6%) index.”  

On a monthly basis, 
all indices increased. 
The crude materials 
for further processing 
rose by 0.7%, while 

intermediate materials, 
supplies & components 

and finished goods indices increased by 0.5% 
and 0.4%, respectively. 

SD Plantation brand change to ‘SD Guthrie’ approved  
PETALING JAYA: The new brand “SD Guthrie”  
has been approved by shareholders of Sime 
Darby Plantation Bhd (SD Plantation) at an 
extraordinary general meeting held yesterday.  

About 80% of SD Plantation is 
owned by major Malaysian 
institutions, including Per-
modalan Nasional Bhd (PNB), 
Employees Provident Fund, 
Retirement Fund (Incorporated), 
Lembaga Tabung Haji and  Social 
Security Organisation. 

“Today’s resounding endorse-
ment echoes the trust and 
confidence our shareholders 
have in us,” said SD Plantation 
chairman Tan Sri Dr Nik Norzrul 
Thani Nik Hassan Thani (pic). “The 
SD Guthrie brand carries much significance for 
us as an organisation, and I am delighted that 
we will embark on the next chapter of our 200-
year history with this storied brand.”  

The proposed new brand has been 
submitted to the Companies Commission of 
Malaysia for approval.   

The SD Guthrie brand pays homage to two 
great brands in the Malaysian plantation 

industry – Kumpulan Guthrie Bhd and Sime 
Darby Plantation Bhd. The Guthrie name is 
synonymous with one of the most audacious 
and successful moves made by PNB. In 1981, 

PNB executed a dawn raid on the 
London Stock Exchange, and in four 
hours was able to wrest control of 
Guthrie, bringing one of the giants 
of the industry under Malaysian 
control. In 2007, the Guthrie and 
Sime Darby groups merged with 
Golden Hope Plantations Bhd, 
creating a much-enlarged Sime 
Darby Group. The largest division of 
the Sime Darby Group was SD 
Plantation.   

SD Plantation was listed as a 
standalone company on Bursa 

Malaysia on Nov 30, 2017. This 2017 demerger 
of the Sime Darby group resulted in three listed 
“Sime Darby” companies, namely, Sime Darby 
Bhd, Sime Darby Property Bhd and Sime Darby 
Plantation.  

This situation often created confusion in 
the market as all three companies shared the 
same brand and logo. Another consideration 
was the fact that the “Sime Darby” brand is 

owned and controlled by Sime Darby Bhd. SD 
Plantation was a licensee under a brand and 
trademark licensing agreement, paying an 
annual fee for the right to use the brand. As a 
licensee, SD Plantation was required to seek 
Sime Darby Bhd’s permission and approval as 
the brand owner, on the uses and applications 
of the brand.   

“As SD Guthrie, we will continue to drive 
long-term value for our stakeholders. We are 
exploring exciting new growth opportunities in 
adjacent sectors, in line with our values and 
purpose,” said SD Plantation Group managing 
director  Datuk Mohamad Helmy Othman Basha.  

On May 7, 2024, SD Plantation announced 
its plans to co-develop the Kerian Integrated 
Green Industrial Park in Perak, in collaboration 
with PNB, the federal government and Perak. 
The plan also involves the establishment of 
660 acres of solar farms as the principal green 
energy source for the area.  

The SD Guthrie logo will be unveiled soon.   
The company will trade on the Malaysian 

bourse as Sime Darby Plantation Bhd until the 
registration and approval of the application of 
the new name are concluded through the 
Companies Commission of Malaysia. 

Fraud bureau says con syndicates the largest threat to bank credit operations
PETALING JAYA: National fraud bureau CTOS 
IDGuard’s latest statistics showed that 44% of all 
flagged credit applications from member banks 
are attributed to syndicates and fraud rings. 

The data released is captured from 9.44 
million applications over the past 45 months, 
with a total of RM519 million in potentially 
fraudulent applications being flagged by the 
system to alert banking consortium members 
since September 2020.  

This is a 62% increase compared to the 

RM319 million from the 36-month result 
published nine months ago. 

CTOS IDGuard is part of CTOS’ suite of fraud 
and identification services which leverage CTOS’ 
unique and extensive database, such as CTOS 
eKYC, CTOS Multi-face ID and CTOS Digital 
Footprint. To date, CTOS IDGuard covers over 
65% of Malaysia’s banking assets. 

“Over the past year, we have been using 
machine learning to increase the efficiency of 
the CTOS IDGuard Fraud Bureau. The latest 

figures have shown that this has improved 
detection rates by over 6% and is likely to be an 
important tool in the fight against known 
fraudsters and syndicates,” stated CTOS Digital 
Group CEO Erick Hamburger.  

“These latest improvements are vital for the 
sector and our economy as digital finance 
continues to grow,” he said. 

GBG, the provider of CTOS IDGuard’s fraud 
and financial crime prevention engine, who have 
worked hand-in-hand with CTOS since IDGuard’s 

inception, also concurred. 
“Criminal networks continue to become 

more organised and sophisticated, making it 
challenging for financial institutions to detect 
fraudulent activities,” said APAC at GBG general 
manager Carol Chris. 

“Together with CTOS, we are dedicated to 
safeguarding member banks by giving them 
data intelligence to make the best decisions 
about their customers, when it matters most,” 
she said.

Malaysia’s Producer 
Price Index edges up 

Loke: All Perodua, Toyota 
models in Malaysia 
meet UN safety standards
PUTRAJAYA: All Perodua and Toyota models in 
Malaysia fully comply with United Nations safety 
standards under the current Vehicle Type Approval 
procedures, Transport Minister Anthony Loke said. 

He said the confirmation is based on a review 
and examination by the Road Transport 
Department (RTD) of data and retest results for 
six Perodua models and three Toyota models. 

The retesting was conducted last March by 
Technical Services, which is recognised by the World 
Forum for Harmonisation of Vehicle Regulations 
under the UN Type Approval framework. 

The RTD reviewed and examined each data 
point and retest result, confirming that all these 
vehicle models comply with UN safety standards, 
he told a press conference here yesterday. 

The Ministry of Transport had earlier ordered 
retesting of Perodua and Toyota models 
following incidents involving irregularities in 
vehicle safety testing procedures by Daihatsu 
Motor Corp, Japan. 

Loke said the retesting of Perodua and Toyota 
vehicles related to DMC involved compliance 
with six UN regulations, including brake systems 
and frontal impact. – Bernama


