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PETALING JAYA: Malaysia continues to ban 
the import of pork and pork products from 
certain countries following the outbreak of 
African Swine Fever (ASF) in 2018. 

The matter came to light again and has been 
widely shared on social media after AirAsia 
issued a notice to passengers saying they could 
be fined up to RM100,000 or be jailed for up to 
six years or both for breaching the ban. 

Disembarking passengers carrying pork and 
pork-based products into Malaysia were told to 
dispose of them in designated disposal bins 
(quarantine bins). 

An AirAsia corporate communications 
spokesman told theSun that the government 
imposed a temporary ban from September 
2018 on pork and pork products from China, 
Macau, Hong Kong and Vietnam after ASF was 
detected in China in August of that year. 

According to the World Organisation for 
Animal Health, ASF is a highly contagious viral 
disease affecting domestic and wild pigs, with a 
mortality rate that can reach 100%. 

The virus is highly resistant and can survive 

on clothes, wheels, and in various pork 
products such as ham, sausages and bacon. 

Consequently, human behaviour can 
significantly contribute to the spread of this 
disease across borders if adequate measures 
are not implemented. 

Since August 2018, more than 10 countries 
have reported occurrences of ASF. 

Lawyer Radin Amir Afifi Ahmad Aruani said 
the government’s instruction was originally 
issued through the Veterinary Services and 
Customs departments. 

“It was done in line with the Malaysian 
Quarantine and Inspection Services Act 2011 
(Act 728). 

“The situation update in Asia and Pacific by 
the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) shows that the outbreak 
was detected in Malaysia in October 2023,”  
he said.  

In May 2024, the FAO reported that the first 
ASF outbreak was confirmed in February 2021 
in Sabah, and the peninsula in December the 
same year.   

In July 2023, ASF was detected in wild boars 
in Perak, followed by outbreaks on pig farms in 
Perak and Kedah in October the same year. 

Radin Amir Afifi stressed the need to 
continue the ban due to health concerns and 
said there is no pressing need to lift it, as local 
production can sufficiently fulfil the demand for 
pork items without resorting to imports. 

He said restrictions on the entry of foreign 
products such as pork from other countries are 
common and enforceable by any nation.  

“For example, New Zealand imposes 
restrictions on the entry of certain products 
from abroad with the first line of defence being 
at airports to ensure the safety and health of its 
citizens and visitors from abroad.” 

Rathena Paneerchelvan, 26, said the 
temporary ban on pork-based products 
entering Malaysia is justified due to the 
potential health hazards associated with ASF.  

“Until the virus is eradicated, it’s important 
to maintain the ban for safety reasons. We don’t 
want another lockdown,” she said.  

Robert Wong, 35, who was unaware of the 
ban, expressed concern about what he 
perceived as insufficient notification about it. 

He said AirAsia’s notice seems to suggest a 
complete prohibition on pork-based products, 
which could be misconstrued as Malaysia 
enforcing such restrictions for religious 
reasons. 

“AirAsia should provide a clearer 
explanation that the ban is temporary and 
aimed at preventing the spread of ASF. This will 
prevent misunderstandings that could 
negatively impact Malaysia’s image,” he said. 

Malaysian population 
at 34m in first quarter
PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia’s population in the first 
quarter of 2024 was estimated at 34 million, an 
increase of 2.3% as compared with 33.2 million 
recorded in the same period of 2023, according 
to a Demographic Statistics report. 

Statistics Malaysia Department (DOSM) chief 
statistician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin said 
in a statement yesterday the total population 
comprised 90% or 30.6 million citizens and 10% 
or 3.4 million non-citizens. 

He said the country’s male population 
increased to 17.8 million from 17.4 million in the 
first quarter of 2023, and females rose to 16.1 
million from 15.8 million in the same period. 

“The overall sex ratio of population was 111 
males per 100 females while sex ratio for citizens 
was 103 males per 100 females,” he said. 

He added that Malay accounted 57.9% (17.7 
million) of the population in the first quarter 2024 
(Q1 2023: 17.6 million), while Chinese, Indians 
and other Bumiputeras remained at 22.6%, 6.6% 
and 12.2%, respectively. 

Mohd Uzir said the number of live births in 
the first quarter of 2024 recorded a decrease of 
9.4% or 106,386 births as compared with 117,413 
births recorded in the same period of the 
previous year. 

Selangor recorded the highest live births with 
19,951 (18.8%) while Labuan recorded the lowest 
at 323  (0.3%). 

A total of 47,964 deaths were recorded in the 
first quarter of 2024, with Selangor recording the 
highest at 7,730, while Putrajaya recorded the 
lowest with 68 deaths. – Bernama

Temporary import ban 
on pork still in force
oAirline notice shared online highlights importance of 
curbing spread of ASF virus to safeguard public health

Rise in Malay, Indian and Chinese support for PH
KUALA LUMPUR: Malay and Indian support for 
the Pakatan Harapan-Barisan Nasional (PH-BN) 
cooperation in the Kuala Kubu Baharu (KKB)  
by-election increased by 3% and 8% respectively 
compared with the 15th state election in 2023. 

Institut Darul Ehsan (IDE) senior manager 
(Research) Khairul Arifin Mohd Munir said in last 
year’s state election, PH obtained only 39% of 
Malay votes while Perikatan Nasional (PN) received 
55%. 

However, in last Saturday’s by-election, 42% of 
Malay votes went to PH although PN still enjoyed 
stronger Malay support. 

“The by-election had 16 voting districts, but out 
of the four Malay-majority voting districts, PH-BN 
recaptured two, namely Kampung Air Jernih and 

Pertak, with 49% and 78% support from Malays. In 
the last state election, PH lost in those two voting 
districts. 

“PH also maintained strong majority support 
among the Chinese, winning at least 70% of their 
votes, and also in mixed voting districts, while PN 
retained control of two Malay voting districts, 
namely Bandar Utama Batang Kali and Ampang 
Pecah,” he said in a statement. 

IDE studies also found that Indian support for 
PH in the by-election increased to 67% compared 
with 59% in the last state election. It said support 
for PH from Chinese voters also shot up to 87% in 
the by-election from 84% in the state polls. 

“Significant increases in support for PH were 
registered in the Pertak voting district at 46%, 

Ladang Nigel Gardner at 22%, Kampung Air Jernih 
and among early voters.  

Military and police votes carrying the civil 
servant symbol have shifted to PH, possibly 
because special bonuses and enhanced public 
service schemes have had a positive impact on 
them,” Khairul Arifin said. 

The increase in support was driven by the 
success of BN’s grassroots efforts in regaining 
Malay voter support in traditional villages, due to 
the return of confidence among loyal BN voters, 
especially those aged 61 and above. 

“For PN, Malay votes are due to the Malay 
candidate factor compared with its fielding a 
Chinese candidate in the last state election. The 
narrative of Chinese-DAP candidate played by PN 

also contributed to the party retaining Malay voter 
support,” he said. 

Khairul Arifin said PH-BN needs to continue 
championing the cause of Malays and Islam 
because Malays support PN as it was seen to be 
more vocal on issues affecting the Malay-Muslim 
community. 

“Current issues like prices of goods, job 
opportunities and cost of living also need to be 
resolved by the unity government. 

PH candidate Pang Sock Tao won the state seat 
with a majority of 3,869 votes, beating Khairul 
Azhari Saut of PN, who obtained 10,131 votes, 
Independent candidate Nyau Ke Xin with188 and 
Parti Rakyat Malaysia’s Hafizah Zainuddin with 152. 
– Bernama

Less rain expected in 
southwest monsoon
PETALING JAYA: The southwest monsoon is 
expected to start on Friday and last until 
September, according to the Meteorological 
Department (MetMalaysia). 

Its director-general Muhammad Helmi 
Abdullah said steady winds from the southwest 
would provide lower humidity and more stable 
atmospheric conditions as a result of the 
monsoon. 

“During the period, there would usually be 
few rain clouds due to the shift in weather 
patterns, resulting in less rainfall. The monsoon is 
likely to lead to a predominant number of dry 
days compared with rainy days across the 
country,” he said in statement yesterday. 

However, it does not completely rule out the 
chance of heavy rain, severe winds, and 
thunderstorms. 

Muhammad Helmi also said haze would be a 
concern between July and September, if open 
burning is not properly controlled. 

“The Meteorological Department advises 
against any open burning to reduce the effects of 
haze and environmental pollution. The public is 
also advised to use water wisely throughout this 
period,” he said. 

The public can visit MetMalaysia website, 
myCuaca mobile app, its official social media 
channels, or contact its hotline at 1-300-22-1638 
for any further information. – Bernama
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ALL THAT 
GLITTERS ... 
Visitors admiring 
trinkets at the 
Malaysia 
International 
Jewellery Fair 2024 
at the Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Centre. 
– ADIB RAWI 
YAHYA/THESUN


