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April’s price index for sand 
up from previous month

PETALING JAYA: The unit price index of sand 
recorded an increase between 0.2% and 2.6% 
for almost all areas in April 2024 compared to 
the previous month, according to Chief 
Statistician Malaysia Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir 
Mahidin.  

He said the highest increase was in 
Penang, Kedah and Perlis (2.6%). This was 
followed by Selangor, Kuala Lumpur, Malacca 
and Negeri Sembilan (1.2%), and Terengganu 
and Kelantan (0.9%).  

The unit price index of aggregates also 
recorded a slight increase between 0.1% and 
0.8% for all areas in Peninsular Malaysia, 
Sabah and Sarawak. 

Mohd Uzir said a monthly comparison 
showed the unit price index of steel remained 
unchanged for almost all areas in Peninsular 
Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak.  

There was a slight decrease in the index for 
the material in Selangor, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malacca and Negeri Sembilan (-0.5%) and 
Tawau (-0.4%). Meanwhile, there was a slight 
increase in Penang, Kedah and Perlis, and 
Kota Kinabalu (0.5% respectively). 

Meanwhile, a monthly comparison for 
cement showed that the unit price index 
remained unchanged for almost all areas in 
Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak in 
April. However, there was a slight increase for 
the material’s price index in Selangor, Kuala 
Lumpur, Malacca and Negeri Sembilan 
(1.9%). 

An annual comparison for April 2023 and 
April 2024 showed that the unit price index of 
cement increased between 1.9% to 7.1% for all 
areas in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and 
Sarawak. The highest increases were in 
Penang, Kedah and Perlis (7.1%), followed by 
Terengganu and Kelantan (5.7%), Selangor, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malacca and Negeri Sembilan 
(4.4%), and Tawau (2.2%). 

An annual comparison of the average price 
per unit of steel recorded a slight decrease of 
between 1% and 5.6% compared to the same 
month last year. However, there was a slight 
increase in the index for Johor (0.7%). 

Mohd Uzir said the average price per 
unit of cement (ordinary portland) 
remained unchanged in April compared to 
March with an average price of RM23.01 per 
50kg bag.  

Meanwhile, the average price per unit of 

oHowever, indicator for 
steel unchanged for almost 
all areas in Malaysia 

Penang records 
RM41.15b   
exports in March 
PETALING JAYA: Penang achieved a significant 
milestone by recording RM41.152 billion in 
exports in March this year, according to Penang 
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow. 

Disclosing this at the Malaysian International 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (MICCI) 
northern branch annual luncheon dialogue 
themed “Enhancing Penang’s Competitiveness 
Beyond 2030” recently, he said this achievement 
constituted to an impressive 32% share of the 
country’s exports.  

“This accomplishment underscores Penang’s 
pivotal role in driving Malaysia’s economic 
growth and status as a global trading hub,” he 
added. 

Chow  unveiled several pivotal initiatives 
aimed at bolstering Penang’s standing as a 
global economic powerhouse across three key 
industries – trade, technology and tourism.  
With Penang being known for producing 5% of 
the world’s semiconductors, Chow reaffirmed its 
pivotal role in global technology supply chains 
with plans to further advance the 
semiconductor industry.  

Additionally, the Penang Port Master Plan 
2023-2053 will be prioritised to ensure that 
Penang remains a vital hub for international 
trade and efforts are under way to enhance port 
and cruise businesses.  

The Penang government also plans to 
revitalise key waterfront areas and undergo 
urban rejuvenation across Swettenham Pier’s 
godowns and warehouses, coupled with 
enhancements in the Butterworth area through 
the Penang Bay Project.  

Furthermore, Chow disclosed that the federal 
government has given the green light for the 
Kerian Integrated Green Industrial Park to supply 
surplus water from the park to Penang, with final 
details being discussed. 

Meanwhile MICCI northern branch chairman 
Datuk Brian Tan said, “Dialogues like these are 
crucial to bridge the gaps between the industry, 
government and its agencies to align our goals 
and strategies. It is through collaborative efforts 
and collective engagement that we can chart a 
course towards a more competitive and 
sustainable future for Penang.”

Mimos, G7A to boost 
system integration in 
local aerospace industry
KUALA LUMPUR: Mimos Bhd and G7 Aerospace 
Sdn Bhd have inked a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) aimed at boosting system 
integration capabilities within Malaysia’s 
aerospace ecosystem. 

In a statement, Mimos said the strategic 
collaboration highlights a shared commitment 
to bolster Malaysia’s capabilities in aerospace 
technology, foster technological advancements 
and nurture high-value activities within the 
sector. 

“This collaboration will encompass various 
initiatives, including participation in the 
Industrial Technology Innovation Centre (ITIC) 
programme managed by Mimos, joint research 
and development projects focusing on avionics 
innovation, capacity building through training 
and knowledge transfer, as well as related 
projects in the avionics sector,“ it said. 

The MoU was inked at Asia Defence Services 
Exhibition and National Security Exhibition Asia 
2024. 

The initiative allows Mimos to support 
industry players in testing and refining their 
technologies before commercialisation, 
effectively accelerating innovation and 
shortening the time to market for new products. 
– Bernama

MDEC eyes RM250m digital export opportunities  
from Indonesia business matching platform 
PETALING JAYA: Malaysia Digital Economy 
Corp MDEC) expects its latest business 
matching platform, DEX Connex Indonesia, to 
lead to the creation of RM250 million in digital 
export opportunities. 

MDEC has business matched more than 70 
Malaysian technology companies with the 
Indonesian counterparts, while significantly 
contributing to the growth of the digital 
economy within Asean. 

“The DEX Connex programme served as a 
pivotal platform for participants from both 
nations to engage, expand their networks, and 
showcase Malaysian technological prowess,“ 

MDEC said in a statement yesterday. 
The programme is a joint effort involving the 

Malaysian embassy in Jakarta, the Ministry of 
Investment, Trade and Industry of Malaysia, 
Matrade Jakarta, Malaysia Club Jakarta, HUB.ID, 
XCION, Digital Hub BSD City and Sinarmas Land. 

The initiative also featured memorandum 
of understanding exchanges, that include 
ReSkills partnering with JCI to help young 
individuals upskill, advance their careers, and 
pursue entrepreneurial ventures with globally 
certified learning opportunities. 

CTAPPS MSC Sdn Bhd has agreed to 
provide enhanced ICT solutions and services 

to PT Primedia Armoekadata Internet, with a 
focus on improving customer engagement for 
Indonesian organisations and businesses. 

Innoveam Sdn Bhd plans to establish PT 
Inovasi Multimedia Indonesia as its subsidiary, 
with a 70% ownership stake. 

This marks the official start of Innoveam’s 
plans to become a regional powerhouse in 3D-
based digital solutions for industrial applications. 

Wahdah Technologies Sdn Bhd has 
appointed PT Domo Manajemen Grup (Dokter 
Mobil) as its workshop partner, providing 
seamless support for its car rental fleet across 
Indonesia. – Bernama

steel, consisting of mild steel round bars and 
Mycon 60 high tensile deformed bars 
recorded a slight increase (0.5%) with an 
average price of RM3,702.88 per tonne 
compared to the previous month (March 
2024: RM3,683.51 per tonne). 

Starting from January 2024, the Building 
Cost Material Index (BCI) by building 
category and region is rebased to January 
2023 equals 100.  

The month-on-month of the BCI (with 
steel bars) for all building categories in April 
2024 increased between 0.1% and 0.5% for 
almost all areas in Peninsular Malaysia. 

However, there was a slight decrease of 
between 0.1% and 0.4% in the BCI (with steel 
bars) for almost all building categories in 
Terengganu and Kelantan. 

The BCI (with steel bars) in Sabah showed 
a slight increase of between 0.2% and 0.3% for 
almost all building categories. Nevertheless, 
BCI (with steel bars) for almost all building 
categories in Tawau showed a slight drop of 
between 0.1% and 0.2% in April compared to 
the previous month. 

Meanwhile, the index for almost all others 
building categories in Kuching, Sibu and Miri 
remained unchanged.


