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2.5 million tourists expected 
to visit Sabah this year
KOTA KINABALU: Sabah 
expects to exceed its 2.2 million 
tourist target this year by 300,000 
arrivals, said State Tourism, 
Culture and Environment 
Minister Datuk Christina Liew.

She said Sabah had recorded 
2.1 million tourist arrivals 
with an estimated RM4.42 
billion in tourism receipts as 
of October this year, and based 
on the number of arrivals in 
the previous nine months, it is 
expected to reach 2.5 million 
tourist arrivals by year end.

“To achieve the said goal, the 
State Government is commi!ed 
to implementing various 
initiatives and inclusive tourism 
programmes as a promotional 
effort and marketing to make 
Sabah a destination of choice 
for domestic and international 
tourists in this post-pandemic 
period.

“Therefore, efforts to expand 
the air travel network continues 
to be the most important  
agenda this year with various 
incentives and initiatives 
designed as an effort to support 
and encourage airlines to  
restart routes that were stopped, 
open new routes, and have 
special chartered flights to 
Sabah” she said when launching 
the Regional Tourism Satellite 
Account (RTSA) Sabah 2022 at 
Shangri-La Tanjung Aru here on 
Thursday.

Christina’s text speech was 
delivered by her Assistant 
Minister Datuk Joniston 
Bangkuai.

She said with the reopening of 
the country’s borders, a positive 
impact was seen in promoting 
the recovery of Sabah’s tourism 
sector as it had recorded 1.73 

Jegathisan Sivanesan

Joniston (centre) and Mohd Uzir (third right) holding the Regional Tourism Satellite Account (RTSA) Sabah 2022 
publication.

million tourist arrivals in 2022, 
which is a 365.5 percent increase 
compared to only 371,187 arrivals 
the previous year.

Christina said as for this 
year, Sabah had recorded 384 
domestic flights with 63,519 seat  
capacity and as many as 105 
direct flights with 18,962 seat 
capacity to Kota Kinabalu on 
a weekly basis, stressing the 
importance of air travel network 
in connecting Sabah to potential 
destinations in the region.

“I am confident that Sabah  
will be able to meet its 
arrival target this year and 
it will intensify the recovery 
momentum next year,” she said.

Meanwhile, Christina explained 
that the RTSA was implemented 
to measure the performance of 
Sabah’s tourism sectors, and the 
data obtained via the initiative is 
inclusive which include surveys 
on various tourism aspects such 
as main a!ractions for tourists.

She said  the results of 
the RTSA Sabah are vital 
in determining the state’s 
performance in tourism and it 
will also be used in the formation 
of policies to boost tourism 

To achieve the said goal, 
the State Government 
is commi!ed to 
implementing various 
initiatives and inclusive 
tourism programmes 
as a promotional effort 
and marketing to make 
Sabah a destination of 
choice for domestic and 
international tourists 
in this post-pandemic 
period.

Datuk Christina Liew

activities in the state, and she 
hopes industry players can take 
advantage of the findings.

“With this publication, it will 
be able to assist many parties 
including the government, 
researchers, academics and 
industry players in dra#ing and 
planning the development of the 
tourism industry in Sabah,” she 
said.

RTSA Sabah 2022 was 
developed by the Department 

of Statistics Malaysia 
(DOSM) in collaboration with 
Sabah Tourism, Culture and 
Environment Ministry and Sabah 
Tourism Board (STB) to prepare 
statistics to not only measure  
the development of Sabah’s 
tourism sector but also its 
contribution to its gross domestic 
product (GDP).

Some of the findings from the 
RTSA is that the main factors 
influencing tourists to come 
to Sabah are ease of access, 
visiting tourist a!ractions, and 
recommendations from friends 
and family, with most of them 
saying the main a!raction for 
them are the state’s islands and 
beaches.

Other findings of the RTSA 
include that the tourists 
comprise 57.6 percent male and 
42.4 percent female, around 70.9 
percent of them stay at hotels 
during their visits, and some of 
their most bought items here 
include local food, dried seafood, 
frozen seafood, and local 
handicra#s.

Also present was Chief 
Statistician Malaysia Datuk Seri 
Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin.

KOTA KINABALU: The rise in 
Covid-19 cases has seen a soaring 
demand for facemasks, sanitisers 
and Covid-19 test kits in Sabah.

However, Sabah Domestic 
Trade and Cost of Living Ministry 
(KPDN) director Zulfamy Mat Udi 
assured that there was enough 
facemasks, sanitisers and Covid-
19 test kits in the pharmacies and 
supermarkets to cater for the 
demand and that these items are 
sold at reasonable prices despite a 
spike in demand.

Zulfamy added that KPDN has 
not received any complains about 
a hike in the prices of such items 
or reports of a shortage of such 
items in the market.

He added that during 
inspections carried out at 
pharmacies and supermarkets, 
the KPDN was informed that 
there was a spike in the demand 
for such items, especially Covid-
19 test kits but were assured that 
there was enough stock to cater 

for demand.
“The pharmacies are always 

stocking up supply to cater for the 
demand. There is also no panic 
buying among the people,” he said 
in a statement.

On Dec 18, Health Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad 
was reported as saying the 
number of Covid-19 cases for the 
50th epidemiology week from 
December 10 - 16, 2023 saw a 
significant increase of 20,696 cases 
in comparison to the previous 
week (12,757 cases), which was a 
62.2 percent increase.

Dr Dzulkefly said the majority 
of cases or about 97 percent 
were from categories one 
(asymptomatic) and two (mild 
symptoms), with 28 fatalities 
reported and therefore the MOH 
and non-MoH agencies such 
as teaching hospitals, military 
hospitals, and private facilities are 
also prepared to face any influx of 
outpatients and admissions.

KOTA KINABALU: Datuk 
Joniston Bangkuai still does 
not know whether his position 
as Sabah Tourism Board (STB) 
chairman will be extended. 

“Well, I cannot speak for 
myself. I do not know. I think 
it is best if we just wait for 
an announcement - if there 
is anything to wait for,” the 
Assistant Tourism, Culture 
and Environment Minister told 
reporters at a press conference 
a#er launching the Regional 
Tourism Satellite Account (RTSA) 
at Shangri-La Tanjung Aru here 
on Thursday.

Joniston, who had first 
assumed his post in 2013 and 
served over two terms, was 
asked to comment on the ma!er 
amid speculation over his term 
as the board chairman. The Kiulu 
assemblyman is still listed as 

the chairman of STB’s Board of 
Directors on its website although 
his term had ended sometime in 
the middle of last month.

Previously, State Tourism, 
Culture and Environment 
Minister Datuk Christina Liew 
said the appointment of a new 
STB chairman is in the process 
but did not indicate whether it is 
going to be a new face.

“It’s a tricky question. Based 
on my records, the terms of most 
of them (agencies under her 
ministry) end in November and 
December.

“There may be some movement, 
I will look into it. I also consult 
and discuss with the Chief 
Minister on such appointments,” 
she was quoted as saying.

Also present was Chief 
Statistician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd 
Uzir Mahidin.

Enough facemasks, sanitisers, 
Covid test kits in Sabah

Joniston still does not know about 
his position as STB chairman
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