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SUNNY SMILES ... Passengers on the inaugural Berjaya Air flight from 
Seletar Airport in Singapore to Redang Airport in Terengganu on Friday 
being given a warm welcome on arrival for vacation on the resort island 
under a travel package launched by The Taaras Beach & Spa Resort. 
 – ADIB RAWI YAHYA/THESUN
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Student groups hail changes as 
substantial step towards 
advancing empowerment agenda 
and advocating rights  
to freedom and welfare 
on financing, policy 
matters.
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University law 
amendments lauded

Cameron Highlands Malay Farmers 
Association says hike caused by 
30% to 40% drop in production 
due to costs and labour shortage, 
affecting cabbage, kailan, 
mustard greens, 
tomatoes, chilies and 
eggplants.
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Prices of fruits, 
greens to go up

Six additional trips to be 
provided daily between April 5 
and 14 in conjunction with 
festive season, says 
KTMB corporate 
communication unit.
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Extra 15,000 train 
tickets for Raya

Hike in February driven by housing, water, electricity,  
gas and other fuels, as well as recreation, sports and culture  

activities and transport: Chief statistician
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King expresses appreciation to police force
KUALA LUMPUR: His Majesty  the 
King of Malaysia Sultan Ibrahim 
has extended his heartfelt 
appreciation to all members of the 
police force for their contributions 

and dedicated service in 
safeguarding the security and 
peace in the country. 

His Majesty, who is also  
Honorary Commissioner-in-Chief 

of Police, also expressed  
appreciation to police retirees for 
their invaluable contributions to 
protecting the well-being of the 
people, Bernama reported. 

“Al-Fatihah for those who have 
left us forever. May their souls be 
placed among the believers and 
martyrs. Happy 217th Police Day to 
all police force members and 

veterans,” said His Majesty in a  
post on his Facebook page. 

The theme for Police Day this 
year is “No Separation Between 
Police and Society”.

Inflation up 1.8% in 
February: Statistics Dept 
KUALA LUMPUR: Inflation 
increased by 1.8% in February this 
year, with index points recorded at 
132.1 against 129.8 a year earlier, 
according to the Statistics 
Department. 

Chief statistician Datuk Seri 
Mohd Uzir Mahidin said the 
increase was driven by housing, 
water, electricity, gas and other fuels 
(2.7%), recreation, sport and culture 
(1.6%) and transport (1.2%). 

“However, the other main 
groups that recorded a slower 
increase were restaurant and 
accommodation services (2.9%), 
health (2.2%), food and beverage  
(F&B) (1.9%) and education (1.5%),” 
he said in a media statement 
yesterday. 

He said F&B, which contributes 
29.8% of the total consumer price 
index (CPI) weightage, recorded a 
slower increase of 1.9% in February 
compared with 2.0% in January. 

Mohd Uzir also said monthly 
inflation continued to show an 
increase, with housing, water, 
electricity, gas and other  
fuels at 1.3%, restaurant and 

oIncrease driven mainly by housing, water, 
electricity, gas and other fuels, recreation, 
sports activities, culture and transport 

No govt interference in socks issue probe: PM
KUALA LUMPUR: The government 
is not interfering in any investigation 
related to the issue of the sale of 
socks bearing the word Allah by the 
KK Super Mart branch in Bandar 
Sunway, Petaling Jaya, recently.  

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim said police have a free hand 
to conduct the investigation and the 
issue is not something that can be 
resolved through actions taken by 
any group. 

“We leave it to professional 
investigation but at the same time, 
the government remains steadfast 
that there is no compromise on such 
actions, especially involving Islam, 
the federal religion in this country. 

“Not only Islam, but also insulting 
any other race and religion, there is 
no compromise. We want to save the 
country and need firm action to 
ensure that such actions do  
not recur.” 

He was speaking at the 217th 
Police Day celebration at the Police 
Training Centre here yesterday.  

Also present were Home Minister 
Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail, 
Deputy Home Minister Datuk Seri 
Shamsul Anuar Nasarah, Chief 
Secretary to the Government  
Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali and  
Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri 
Razarudin Husain. 

Anwar also urged the police 
leadership and all members of the 
force to continue working with  
the Malaysian Anti-Corruption 
Commission to combat corruption 

Anwar being 
greeted by 
police officers 
during the 
event in Kuala 
Lumpur 
yesterday. – 
BERNAMAPIC 

No agreement on 
Opposition  
MP allocations
KUALA LUMPUR: There is no draft 
agreement with the Madani 
government on allocation demands 
of opposition lawmakers as claimed 
by Perikatan Nasional leaders, said 
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Fadillah Yusof.  

Fadillah, who is also unity 
government chief whip, said no draft 
document was submitted or received 
during his meeting with Opposition 
Leader Datuk Seri Hamzah Zainuddin 
in Parliament on March 19. 

“I emphasise once again that 
during my meeting with opposition 
representatives last week, no 
documents were provided by the 
Madani government or the 
Opposition. 

“It was merely a session to hear 
their requests and offers, and there 
was no discussion regarding any 
‘agreement’,” he said in a statement. 

Fadillah also urged Hulu 
Terengganu MP (Bersatu) Datuk 
Rosol Wahid, who mentioned the 
draft, to request it from the 
opposition leader. 

“Let’s see if that draft exists or 
not.” 

On March 22, Hamzah, who is also 
Larut MP, was reported to have said  
the Opposition had received a draft 
document detailing matters related 
to negotiations on allocations for 
opposition MPs. – Bernama

Hot weather 
expected to  
ease next month
KUALA LUMPUR: The current hot 
and dry weather in the country is 
expected to ease at the beginning of 
next month with the onset of the 
monsoon transition period. 

National Weather and Geophysics 
Operation Centre director Maqrun 
Fadzli Mohd Fahmi said this phase 
occurs when there is a shift in wind 
direction from the northeast to the 
southwest monsoon. 

“During the monsoon transition 
phase, wind patterns usually lead to 
thunderstorm activity in the late 
afternoon, and we expect this 
situation to begin around early April. 

“The hot and dry weather will 
persist for another week, but we 
hope that with the occurrence of 
more rainfall during this monsoon 
transition phase, it will help alleviate 
the current high temperatures,” he 
said when appearing as a guest on 
Bernama TV’s Apa Khabar Malaysia 
programme yesterday. 

He also said MetMalaysia  
collaborates with the National 
Disaster Management Agency to 
conduct cloud seeding operations to 
enhance rainfall distribution if 
needed, and any information would 
be communicated from time to time. 
– Bernama

accommodation services at 0.6% 
and transport at 0.4%.  

He said core inflation increased 
at the same rate as January at 1.8% 
due to increases in F&B, restaurant 
and accommodation services, 
which recorded expansion of 3.1% 
and 2.9% respectively in February.  

On inflation at the state level, he 
said most of the states recorded 
increases below the national 
inflation level of 1.8%.  

However, five states recorded 
increases above the national 
inflation level, namely Penang 
(2.7%), Pahang (2.4%), Selangor 
(2.1%), Perlis (2.0%) and Sarawak 
(1.9%).  

He said all states registered an 
increase in the inflation of F&B, 
adding that the highest increase 
was in  Putrajaya (3.2%), followed by 

Selangor (3.0%), Penang (2.5%), 
Labuan (2.3%), Sarawak (2.2%), 
Perlis (2.2%) and Pahang (2.1%).  

Other states showed an increase 
below the national inflation of F&B 
of 1.9% in February. 

He said there was an increase in 
expenditure class of cereals and 
cereal products by 2.5% in February 
(January 2.7%), contributed by 
imported fragrant rice and Basmati 
rice, which increased by 6.3% 
(January 6.6%) and 1.0% (January 
2.1%) respectively.  

The inflation for the expenditure 
class of milk, other dairy products 
and eggs registered an increase of 
2.3% in February (January 2.5%). 

The slower increase was 
recorded by expenditure item of 
powdered milk at negative 0.8% 
(negative 0.4% in January).  

The inflation for the expenditure 
class of meat increased slower to 
0.5% in February (January 1.4%) 
with chicken as its largest 
component comprising 32.6%, 
recording a decline of negative 0.7% 
as against 0.8% in January. 

The average price of standard 
chicken in Malaysia was RM10.29 
per kg compared with RM10.33 per 
kg in February 2023 and January 
this year. 

Inflation for the expenditure 
class of vegetables registered a 
decline to negative 0.8% (January 
2.2%) due to stable supply and low 
demand, Bernama reported.  

Among the vegetables that 
showed a decline were cucumber, 
mustard, tomato and green 
spinach. Meanwhile, garlic and big 
red onions increased by 28.5% and 
22.6% respectively. 

Malaysia’s 1.8% inflation rate 
was lower than Vietnam 4.0%, 
Philippines’ 3.4%, the United States’ 
3.2%, South Korea’s 3.1% and 
Indonesia’s 2.8%, but higher than 
China’s 0.7%)and Thailand’s 
negative 0.8%. 

firmly and courageously. 
“I urge you to eradicate 

corruption to save country and race. 
Let us not betray this trust although 
it is not easy. When corruption 
becomes systemic, it will erode the 
entire essence of the members, and 
it requires skill and strength to fight 
in this field.  

“Let us remember the warning of 
the 3Cs by former prime minister 
Tun Abdul Razak in 1961, namely 
Communism, Corruption, 

Communalism. There was a mention 
of corruption. In 1961, our leaders 
already saw it, apart from the almost 
extinct communists. In 2024, we are 
still fighting the issue of corruption.” 

He also advised the police force 
to continue to enhance their 
integrity. 

Anwar, who is also finance 
minister, said he has instructed  
the Finance Ministry to facilitate 
processes involving the upgrading 
of premises and housing for  

police personnel. 
“We talk about the police 

needing to fight against digital 
issues and commercial crime, but 
their buildings are 20 to 30 years old, 
with outdated facilities and offices 
30 years behind in terms of facilities. 
That is why we are now focusing on 
police housing and offices.  

“I allow the Home Ministry to 
expedite any tender processes. We 
will try our best to improve it.”  
– Bernama


