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IT is indeed a matter of grave

concern when textbooks contain-

ing grave errors are being used

in our schools, and little or no

corrective measures are taken by

the authorities concerned, par-

ticularly the Education Ministry.

The use of a wrong photo for

national politician and MIC lead-

er Tun VT. Sambanthan in a

Form 5 history revision book was

highlighted by his daughter Deva

Kunjari in October 2022.

But to date, no action seems to

have been taken by the

Education Ministry, apart from

saying via its spokesperson that

the matter was out of its purview

and was the responsibility of the

private book publisher.

This is not an isolated case. In

the past, noted historians have

commented on inaccuracies in

our history books, but unfortu-

nately no action has been taken

to correct them. Shouldn’t the

Education Ministry be concerned

when our children are fed with

serious inaccuracies?

Verifying facts in history books

and maintaining rigour in cor-

recting mistakes are essential for

several reasons:

1. History books serve as

records of our past, and inaccu-

racies can distort our under-

standing of the facts.

2. Verifying facts ensures that

we are presenting an accurate

account of history.

3. Inaccurate historical infor-

mation can perpetuate myths

and falsehoods, leading to misun-

derstandings and even conflict.

4. Fact-checking helps prevent

the spread of misinformation.

5. History books are used by

students in their curriculum.

6. History books document the

heritage and culture of nations

and communities. Inaccuracies

can lead to loss of cultural identi-

ty, so it’s crucial to get the facts

right.

In essence, verifying facts and

correcting mistakes in history

books is not just about academic

credibility; it’s about preserving

the truth, ensuring educational

value, and maintaining integrity.

So, let’s not pass the buck. We

all have a responsibility to

obtain, and perpetuate, the truth.

People must be encouraged to

report inaccuracies in textbooks

and ensure that the authorities

take the necessary action in a

timely fashion.

TAN SRI LEE LAM THYE

Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL editor@thestar.com.my or

MAIL The Editor, Menara Star, 15, Jalan

16/11, Section 16, 46350 Petaling Jaya.

Letters must carry the sender’s full name,

address and telephone number.

A pseudonym may be included.

your
oPInIon
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Database for devising targeted aid
ONE of the key responsibilities of

the Department of Statistics

Malaysia (DOSM) is to regularly

provide accurate, comprehensive

and impartial statistics.

Malaysia’s socioeconomic devel-

opment has advanced significant-

ly, thanks to important initiatives

like the Population Census and

the Household Income and

Expenditure Survey, both carried

out by DOSM.

These surveys were essential in

the creation of the New Economic

Policy (NEP), the country’s first

long-term development plan

(1971–1990).

The objective of the NEP, which

was to promote inclusive and

high-quality development, was

accomplished through the reduc-

tion of poverty from 49.3% of the

population in 1970 to 16.5% in

1990. As of 2022, the incidence of

poverty was 6.2%.

In the 1970s, Malaysia’s eco-

nomic landscape was predomi-

nantly agricultural. In the follow-

ing years, it underwent successful

economic diversification, transi-

tioning from heavy reliance on

agriculture to manufacturing.

This transformative shift high-

lights the pivotal role played by

DOSM not only in providing

essential socioeconomic data but

also in ensuring comprehensive

coverage of economic informa-

tion nationwide.

DOSM’s involvement extends

beyond data collection as it active-

ly contributes to the understand-

ing of Malaysia’s economic

dynamics. For instance, to meas-

ure the country’s GDP, which

reached RM1.79 trillion in 2022,

DOSM conducts economic census-

es every five years, covering 1.27

million establishments.

Economic surveys are conduct-

ed in non-census years.

The government has recognised

that a more targeted and concen-

trated approach is required to ful-

fil its unwavering commitment to

both economic growth and fair

income distribution. The crucial

solution to address this challenge

lies in the substantial contribution

made by the newly-launched cen-

tral database hub, Padu.

With the integration of data

from 455 agencies and inclusion

of information from 29.8 million

residents, Padu holds significance

beyond just data integration; it

acts as a fundamental element in

preventing additional leakages, a

crucial step that should not be

underestimated.

The government’s decision to

prioritise Padu demonstrates a

strategic commitment to diverting

subsidies to the areas where they

are most needed, guaranteeing a

more effective, efficient and fair

distribution of resources.

In the early stages of the coun-

try’s development, the govern-

ment placed emphasis on infra-

structure development to boost

economic activity and improve

the living standards of the people.

Building vital components like

ports, airports and highways

showed a dedication to improving

infrastructure and eventually

making business operations easi-

er on a daily basis.

This coordinated effort isn’t

limited to a single industry; it also

encompasses the tourism sector,

which entails the construction of

stunning airports, provision of

first-rate services at immigration

checkpoints, and setting up effec-

tive transit systems to guarantee

hassle-free travel for visitors to

our magnificent nation.

Simultaneously, the emphasis

for government projects has shift-

ed from constructing large build-

ings or other physical infrastruc-

ture to prioritising robust data-re-

lated systems, particularly in this

digital age.

This modification recognises

the urgent need to create systems

that can effectively manage and

store all pertinent business and

personal data, thereby positioning

Padu as the focal point of

Malaysia’s extensive citizen data-

base.

Strong security measures are in

place at Padu because it has been

meticulously planned. The gov-

ernment’s heightened security

posture is testament of its stead-

fast commitment to safeguarding

the integrity, confidentiality and

privacy of citizens’ data.

The government as well as the

rakyat have become increasingly

concerned in recent times about

the fiscal deficit, which has

increased substantially from

RM23.4bil in 1980 to RM1.079 tril-

lion in 2022.

A portion of this are payments

for subsidies without considering

differences in individual income

growth, citizenship status and

practical needs.

The Padu initiative is a proac-

tive measure to prevent wastage

and provide focused aid to indi-

viduals who truly require it. Padu

establishes a new benchmark for

fair reconstruction and economic

aid while prioritising the welfare

of all Malaysian citizens.

It will be the new benchmark

for equitable rebuilding and non-

discriminatory economic relief

for every Malaysian citizen.

CHIEF STATISTICIAN OF

MALAYSIA

Kuala Lumpur

We can domore for our elderly population
RECENTLY, I read an interesting

article titled “A new EU strategy

for older persons to tackle age-

ism and address demographic

change” (http://tinyurl.com/

yc6yx4u4).

The strategy is supported by a

guarantee for older people, simi-

lar to the European Youth

Guarantee and the European

Child Guarantee, and enables EU

funding to be used to finance

programmes that support the

elderly.

This is indeed a significant step

forward, especially given the

prevalent negligence of the needs

of the elderly by communities

and institutions worldwide.

In Malaysia, a dear friend, Lily

Fu, produced the documentary

Meniti Senja/The Twilight Years in

2020, exploring the alarming rise

in the number of elderly persons

being left in aged care centres,

removed from the comfort of

homes they knew and children

they raised.

Recounting the stories of

people who are mothers, fathers

or grandparents now slowly age-

ing amidst strangers within

the walls of a care home,

Meniti Senja reveals their heart-

breaking stories of abuse,

exploitation and abandonment,

reflecting the breakdown of tra-

ditional family values in modern

Malaysian society.

The prevailing narrative in the

media around the elderly often

focuses on the strained pension

and healthcare systems.

While it is critical to meet the

specific care, resource and health

needs of the elderly, it is also

important to avoid reducing

them to these needs.

Even in the face of physical

limitations, older members of

society can contribute to their

communities in a myriad of

ways.

For example, the wealth of

knowledge and experience that

this demographic has accumulat-

ed over their lifetimes can be

harnessed for the common good.

Other narratives dwell on lone-

liness and societal isolation

among the elderly. When one

retires from active employment,

a sense of loneliness and isola-

tion can set in when he/she is no

longer regarded as having some-

thing of worth to contribute to

society.

And yet, the desire to contrib-

ute meaningfully, to have a pur-

pose beyond one’s own needs,

does not disappear because one

has reached retirement age.

We need to rethink of what it

means to contribute to society

beyond narrowly attributing this

to remunerated employment.

Truth be told, many sectors,

including the government, offer

special discounts and privileges

to the elderly. But surely, we can

do more.

We need to remember that

human rights and dignity do not

diminish with age. Older people

should not be viewed as welfare

recipients but as citizens with the

same rights to a full, non-discrim-

inatory life as people of all ages.

Thought needs to be given to

how inter-generational bonds

can be strengthened throughout

society, beginning at the grass-

roots of community life.

For example, how can the

elderly act as a source of experi-

ence and wisdom for the young-

er generation? How can children

and youth be of service to the

elderly? How can spaces that fos-

ter connections between differ-

ent generations be created?

There is a need for conversa-

tions, at all levels of society, on

how we can do better for our

warga emas.

A flourishing community is

one which is inter-generational

in nature and avoids treating

elderly populations as a group

separated from the rest of socie-

ty.

HO YUET MEE

Kuala Lumpur

Drive fear into

the hearts

of extremists
THE Molotov cocktail attack on

the house of Beruas MP Datuk

Ngeh Koo Ham is an indication

that there are extremists in our

midst.

This multiracial, multi-religious

nation of ours cannot be a victim

of such arsonist attacks. These

extremists must be stopped.

Deep regard for the rule of law

must be instituted.

Ngeh may have said he has for-

given the people behind the fire,

but that does not negate the grav-

ity of the crime.

The lawmaker saw his three

vehicles and front porch

destroyed in the fire. Suppose the

family had not been awakened

by the passer-by who raised the

alarm. The consequences would

have been unimaginable.

It is time that we go beyond

merely condemning such vio-

lence. We need drastic, punishing

action that will drive fear into

the hearts of would-be extremists

who disregard the rule of law.

The Madani government must

act firmly and decisively on this

matter.

JD. LOVRENCIEAR

Kuala Lumpur

Time to correct errors in history books

For personal use only. Printed by PressReader Copyright © 2024 PressReader Inc. · http://about.pressreader.com · idzwanification@


