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H O M E

KUALA LUMPUR (Nov 30): The number of 
job vacancies advertised online surged 23.5% in 
the second quarter of 2023 (2Q2023) to record 
261,231 vacancies from 211,509 vacancies re-
corded in the first quarter (1Q2023), chief stat-
istician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin said.

According to the Big Data Analytics Job Mar-
ket Insights and My Job Profile: Job Vacancies Ad-
vertised Online in Malaysia released by the De-
partment of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) on 
Thursday, during 2Q2023, there were 70,571 
establishments which offered job vacancies, a 
notable increase from 55,006 establishments 
reported in the preceding quarter.

“In the meantime, job vacancies registered 
a year-on-year increase of 29.3% in 2Q2023, 
compared to a 32.9% annual rise in 1Q2023.

“Further disaggregation by month, most of 
the advertisements were posted in May 2023 
with 109,262 vacancies. Additionally, there were 
103,826 and 48,143 vacancies in June and April 
2023, respectively,” he said in a statement here.

In terms of the distribution of job vacan-
cies by occupation category, professionals ac-
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CHUKAI (Nov 30): The Kemaman 
by-election is crucial to ensure the con-
tinued strength of the unity government, 
and its ability to carry out various efforts 
to safeguard the welfare of the people, said 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

“That’s why I came here today (Wednes-
day), because I want the people of Ke-
maman to give a clear signal. What else do 
we want? Faced with the US, we are willing; 
educational programmes, we are willing.

“Bringing about change? We invite Umno, 
Barisan Nasional (BN), Pakatan Harapan 
(PH), PKR, DAP, Amanah, Gabungan Parti 
Sarawak, and Gabungan Rakyat Sabah; we 
try to resolve it,” he said at the Kemaman 
by-election Mega Perpaduan Madani cer-
amah in Geliga here on Wednesday night. 

Anwar urged the Kemaman electorate 
to vote for BN candidate General (Rtd) 
Tan Sri Raja Mohamed Affandi Raja Mo-
hamed Noor, whom he said had contribut-
ed significantly to the country, in the polls 
on Saturday.

He said Raja Mohamed Affandi, the for-
mer chief of defence forces, is no ordinary 
candidate, having overcome various chal-

lenges before being appointed to the highest 
position in the Malaysian Armed Forces.

“To be promoted as the chief of de-
fence forces, he needed approval from the 
defence minister and then the prime min-
ister, and finally the consent of the Yang 
di-Pertuan Agong on behalf of the Malay 
rulers, and his record as the armed forces 
chief was good, with no flaws. 

“The people of Kemaman should at 
least remember the service of someone who 
safeguarded and defended every inch of 
this blessed land,” he said.
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The PH chairman also gave the assur-
ance that Raja Mohamed Affandi, if elect-
ed, would not be merely taking on the role 
of a Member of Parliament.

“With his position, I believe that if he be-
comes an MP, he would not want to be just 
an ordinary elected representative. We need to 
assign tasks to ensure good relations with the 
government and the prime minister, so make 
sure that the BN candidate wins,” he said.

Anwar also expressed his gratitude to BN, 
especially Umno, which he said strengthened 
the formation of the unity government in the 
first year of joint administration. 

“Today marks one year of the unity gov-
ernment, and [among] those who helped 
establish the unity government are BN and 
Umno, because the leaders of Umno, such 
as [Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad] Zahid Hami-
di, are not ordinary people. They dared to 
make decisions and were consistent with 
those decisions,” Anwar said.

The by-election on Saturday will see 
Raja Mohamed Affandi facing Terengga-
nu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad 
Samsuri Mokhtar, representing PAS, in a 
straight fight.
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counted for the largest share during 2Q2023 
with 48.1% or 125,625 vacancies, followed 
by technicians and associate professionals 
(18.3%), managers (15.1%), and service 
and sales workers (6.9%), he said.

“The most in-demand jobs during the 
quarter were advertising and marketing pro-
fessionals (20,846), managing directors and 
chief executives (12,703), administrative as-
sociate professionals (12,284), accountants 
and auditors (10,781) and software devel-
opers (7,779),” he said.

As for job vacancies by economic sector, 
Mohd Uzir said services formed the larg-
est percentage share of job vacancies adver-
tised online at 59.0%, by registering a total 
of 154,134 vacancies in 2Q2023.

“All economic activities recorded addition in 
the number of job vacancies in 2Q2023 except 
for arts, entertainment and recreation; mining 
and quarrying; other service activities; electric-
ity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply; and 
water supply; sewerage, waste management and 
remediation activities,” he said.

In the meantime, Mohd Uzir said it was 
also observed that wholesale and retail trade 
dominated the vacancies with 18.2% or 
47,597 jobs, while manufacturing recorded 
a total of 27,429 vacancies (10.5%), followed 
by professional, scientific and technical ac-
tivities at 18,667 vacancies (7.1%), and fi-
nancial and insurance/takaful activities with 
18,665 vacancies (7.1%).
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He said this action would continue to 
preserve the security and harmony of the 
multicultural and multi-religious society 
in Malaysia.

“In addressing and curbing radical and 
extremist content, the Malaysian Commu-
nications and Multimedia Commission has 
also sought cooperation from international 
social media platform providers.

“This is to ensure that content with 
elements of hatred related to the Palestini-
an-Israeli conflict can be better addressed,” 
he said in reply to Senator Noorita Sual, 
who asked about the government’s steps 
in curbing radical and extremist content, 
especially regarding the conflict in Gaza 
on social media.

At the same time, Fahmi said efforts 
to instil values of peace across the coun-
try are actively carried out through mass 
media, based on the Code of Content that 
provides clear guidelines regarding content 
standards, in line with the Communica-
tions and Multimedia Act 1998 (Act 588).

He said the Malaysian Broadcasting De-
partment (RTM) and the Malaysian Nation-
al News Agency (Bernama), as the govern-
ment’s official media outlets, always strive 
to disseminate balanced and objective news.

These efforts would help avoid the 
spread of extreme views, hatred, and panic 
among the public, in line with the current 
government direction and policy, without 
compromising diplomatic relations with 
any country.
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