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PUTRAJAYA (Nov 15): The country’s 
first chief statistician Datuk Ramesh 
Chander passed away at about 2.50am 
(Malaysia time) on Tuesday in the US at 
the age of 88.

According to Chief Statistician Datuk 
Seri Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin, the late 
Ramesh held the position for 11 years 
from Jan 1, 1966, until Dec 31, 1977.

“While leading the Department of 
Statistics Malaysia (DOSM), he man-
aged to develop a statistical system that 
is still in use today,” he said in a state-
ment Wednesday.

Mohd Uzir said Ramesh also contrib-
uted to pioneering the use of integrated 
household surveys for data collection to 
analyse poverty and socio-economic in-
dicators, among other things.

He was also the first census commis-
sioner who carried out the post-independ-
ence Population and Housing Census in 
1970 and was involved in developing the 
framework for monitoring the targets and 
goals of the New Economic Policy, ac-
cording to the statement.

Mohd Uzir said the Kuantan native 
played an active role in highlighting 
DOSM’s role in the Asian region and at 
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KUALA LUMPUR (Nov 15): A total 
of 26,286 completed houses, valued at 
RM18.3 billion, were reportedly unsold 
in the second quarter of 2023 (2Q2023).

Deputy Local Government Develop-
ment Minister Akmal Nasrullah Mohd Na-
sir stated that, according to the National 
Property Information Centre (Napic), this 
indicates a 5.3% decrease in total units and 
a 0.6% decrease in value compared to the 
same period last year.

To control the issue of unsold houses, 
Akmal said that the government had im-
plemented the mapping of the Affordable 
Housing Index based on median income by 
state and district obtained from the 2022 
Household Income and Basic Facilities 
Survey Report.

“This method considers the median in-
come of people by locality using the median 
multiple method, and the mapping serves 
as a guide for developers and housing agen-

RM18.3 bil 
worth of unsold 

houses in 2Q, says 
deputy minister

cies to determine the sale price of houses in 
a given locality,” said Akmal in response to 
Datuk Suhaimi Nasir (Barisan Nasional-Li-
baran) during the oral question-and-answer 
session in the Dewan Rakyat on Wednesday.

Akmal added that the government also 
encourages developers to conduct feasibility 
studies before initiating any development 
to ensure that the houses built align with 
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people’s affordability, and to prevent un-
sold inventory.

Additionally, the ministry is currently 
developing the Housing Big Data Analytics 
System as a centralised reference source for 
housing data, according to Akmal.

Meanwhile, Akmal reported that 
throughout the implementation of the 
Housing Credit Guarantee Scheme (SKJP) 
from 2008 until September 30, 2023, a 
total of 30,841 loan applications, worth 
RM5.85 billion, had been approved.

“The Madani government, through 
Budget 2024, has proposed adding an-
other RM10 billion in guarantees to ben-
efit 40,000 borrowers. The scheme, with 
a financing limit of up to RM500,000 for 
first homes, includes the amount of prin-
cipal financing, Mortgage Reducing Term 
Assurance (MRTA) or Mortgage Reducing 
Term Takaful (MRTT), as well as legal fees 
and appraisal fees,” Akmal added.

the international level, serving as the chair-
man of the Asian Statistical Conference, 
representing Malaysia at the Conference 
of Commonwealth Statisticians, being one 
of the founding members of the Statistical 
Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP) 
and a member of the technical commit-
tee for the World Fertility Survey, among 
other things.

Mohd Uzir said the late Ramesh re-
mained active in advocating for statistics 
in his golden years by attending various 
forums such as the Webinar: Counting 
Everyone for a Better Tomorrow on July 

7, 2020, Corruption in Malaysia: Who 
Will Bell the Cat on April 28, 2021, and 
the Population Statistics Seminar on Feb 
14, 2022.

On behalf of DOSM, Mohd Uzir also 
expressed condolences to the deceased 
family and hoped that they would remain 
strong and patient in the face of this loss.

“DOSM will always remember and ap-
preciate the late Ramesh’s contributions, 
especially in enhancing the statistical sys-
tem to assist the country in formulating 
socio-economic policies and planning,” 
he added.


