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Move to help graduates 
earn premium pay
KUALA LUMPUR: The Higher 
Education Ministry is confident that 
it is on the right track to increase the 
percentage of graduates earning a 
premium salary of RM4,000 per 
month, by strengthening ties with 
industries and implementing 
specific and strategic measures, 
said its minister Datuk Seri 
Mohamed Khaled Nordin. 

He said the ministry plans to 
ensure that upcoming graduates 
possess the necessary skills through 
more focused and targeted 
approaches to address industry 
needs. 

He added that Universiti Sains 
Malaysia (USM) has started a pilot 
project with the establishment of 
the ministry’s Research and 
Industry-Infused Incubator to 
develop industry-ready talent for 
the electrical and electronic sectors. 

“Approximately 40 graduates 
have been produced through this 

oGovt to ensure candidates possess 
necessary skills via focused, targeted 
approaches to address industry needs

27% population aged under 18: Statistics Dept
KUALA LUMPUR: The number of children 
under 18 in Malaysia in 2023 is estimated to be 
9.13 million, which accounts for 27.4% of the 
country’s total population of 33.38 million. 

Chief Statistician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir 
Mahidin said based on the Children Statistics 
Malaysia 2023 data published by the Statistics 
Department yesterday, the number of boys and 

project and are earning around 
RM4,000 each. Currently, there are 
about 70 to 80 individuals 
undergoing training but the 
industry’s demand exceeds 200 
people and can reach up to 900. 
USM certainly cannot meet this 
supply alone,” he told a media 
conference yesterday. 

Earlier, he officiated at the 
Graduate Job Market Conference, 
organised by the ministry and 
Universiti Putra Malaysia, which 
aims to identify and gather 
information related to future job 
markets for graduates. 

Mohamed Khaled said the 

ministry has also signed an MoU 
with Sirim, which covers various 
programmes, including Technical 
Vocational Education and Training, 
consultation services, quality 
certification and related 
recognition, Bernama reported. 

He said he was informed that 
Sirim needs about 1,000 graduates 
per year to do audit works for 
companies applying for Quality 
Management System certification. 

Asked about the percentage of 
graduates earning premium 
salaries, he said Universiti 
Teknologi Malaysia currently 
produces 30%, while other 

universities produce 10% to 15%. 
“So, the effort to ensure that 

graduates earn premium salaries 
does not happen automatically, it 
requires specific and strategic 
cooperation with the industry.” 

He added that the ministry  
has developed the Graduate 
Employability Management digital 
platform, which allows users, 
especially graduates under the 
ministry, to apply for internships 
and employment and makes it 
easier for industries to identify 
those who meet the criteria. 

The conference was also held to 
find the best intervention for the 
ministry to increase graduate 
marketability and determine the 
best solution for issues related to 
job-skills mismatch and others. 

It was supported by Talent 
Corporation Malaysia, Malaysia 
Digital Economy Corporation, 
Socso and Linkedin Malaysia. Study on new 

traffic cameras
KUALA LUMPUR: The Transport 
Ministry is conducting a study on the use 
of a new surveillance camera that is able 
to capture and recognise vehicles using 
digital plates as a measure to improve 
and reduce the risk of traffic collisions in 
the country. 

Deputy Transport Minister Datuk 
Hasbi Habibollah said the new features 
found in the camera are expected to be 
able to detect the driver, vehicle plate 
number and capture the speed of the 
vehicle, thus facilitating enforcement. 

“The ministry and the Road 
Transport Department are researching 
and considering a new direction with 
regard to the Automatic Awareness 
Safety (Awas) cameras. Perhaps, these 
cameras will be added at new locations 
but not in the current form (Awas). 

“However, the use of e-plates is still 
being studied. Our current study is on 
ways to determine those who have 
violated regulations.  

“In future, more features will be 
added to be able to capture information 
on vehicle speed.  

“These new cameras will be installed 
and more will be added,” he said during 
the question and answer session in the 
Dewan Rakyat yesterday. 

He was replying to a supplementary 
question from Datuk Suhaimi Nasir  
(BN-Libaran), who wanted to know  
what the government plans to do  
to reduce the rate of road crashes  
in Malaysia. 

In reply to a supplementary question 
from Khairil Nizam Khirudin  
(PN-Jerantut) on the cost of the new 
cameras, Hasbi said the matter is still in 
the research stage and the actual cost 
would be announced when the use of 
the camera is approved. 

Replying to Suhaimi’s original 
question about the effectiveness of Awas 
cameras, Hasbi said a study by the 
Malaysian Institute of Road Safety 
Research found that the level of 
compliance by road users at locations 
where the cameras were installed 
reached 99%. – Bernama

Cap on varsity admission fees
KUALA LUMPUR: Public 
universities nationwide have been 
urged to adhere to the 
government directive to limit 
admission fees to RM1,500 
starting from January. 

Higher Education Minister 

Datuk Seri Mohamed Khaled 
Nordin said appropriate action 
would be taken against those who 
violate the directive. 

“However, I believe that when 
there is a clear directive and 
decision, universities will not 

violate it. (But in case they do), 
the ministry will intervene,”  
he told a media conference  
after officiating at the  
Graduate Job Market Conference 
organised by the Higher 
Education Ministry and Universiti 

Putra Malaysia yesterday. 
When tabling Budget 2024 last 

month, Prime Minister Datuk  
Seri Anwar Ibrahim announced 
that starting January, the 
registration fees for admission to 
public universities would be 

capped at RM1,500. 
He said this was in line with the 

value of the National Higher 
Education Fund Corporation 
advance loan, which amounts to 
RM1,500 for all eligible 
prospective students. – Bernama

girls under the age of 18 is 4.72 million and 4.42 
million respectively. 

“The composition of children under five years 
old in 2023 is 2.35 million, with 1.21 million boys 
and 1.14 million girls. This group covers 25.7% of 
the total number of children in Malaysia,” he said 
in a statement yesterday. 

According to Mohd Uzir, the Federal Territory 
of Putrajaya recorded the highest percentage of 
children under 18 in 2023 with 41.1% of the 
population, followed by Kelantan with 34.4% and 
Terengganu at 33.5%. 

The Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur 
recorded the lowest percentage at 22.6%. 

“However, Selangor recorded the highest 
number of children under 18 at 1.81 million, 
followed by Johor with 1.11 million and Sabah 
with 1.1 million. The lowest number of children 
under 18 was recorded in the Federal Territory of 
Labuan at 0.03 million.” 

The statistics also indicate that children under 
the age of five experiencing severe malnutrition 
increased slightly to 0.3% in 2022 compared with 
0.2% in 2021. 

In terms of education, the number of pupils in 
government and government-aided schools in 
2022 was 4.96 million, an increase of 0.6% from 
4.93 million the previous year. 

During the same period, the number of pupils 
in private schools dropped 1.2% to 0.42 million 
from 0.43 million, he added. 

From the child protection perspective, the 
number of children needing care and protection 
in 2022 increased by 10.2% to 6,770 (4,303 girls 
and 2,467 boys) compared with 6,144 individuals 
in 2021. 

The majority of children in need of care and 
protection are Bumiputera (73.5%), followed by 
Indians (9%), Chinese (7.5%) and others (10.1%). 

According to the statistics, the number of 
children involved in crime in 2022 dropped by 
12.8% to record 3,013 cases compared with 3,457 
cases in 2021, while the number of sexual crime 
cases involving children increased by 9.5% in 
2022 with 1,621 cases compared with 1,481 cases 
in 2021. 

The Children Statistics Malaysia 2023 can be 
downloaded from the department’s official 
website at ww.dosm.gov.my. – Bernama

Children Statistics Malaysia 2023

EDUCATION
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CHILD PROTECTION

CHILDREN INVOLVED IN CRIME

1POPULATION

Total population
33.38 million
32.70 million

Children

Transition rate of enrolment

Immunisation coverage for infant

9.19 million l 9.19 million

Boys
4.72 million
4.74 million

Girls
4.42 million
4.44 million

Notes:

Source: Ministry of Education Malaysia

Source: Ministry of Health Malaysia

Source: Department of Social Welfare

Note: Refers to government and government-aided schools

     Preliminary
     Refers to the mid-year current population estimates
The total may differ due to rounding

P
1

Primary to lower 
secondary level

90.76%
90.88%

Lower secondary to
upper secondary level

99.35%
99.28%

Upper secondary to
post-secondary level

3.98%
2.79%

Child in need of care 
and protection

Number of live births

Boys
423.1 thousand I 439.7 thousand

218.3 thousand I 226.9 thousand
Girls
204.8 thousand I 212.8 thousand

Hepatitis B

97.1%
93.0%

97.2%
94.2%

97.2%
94.0%

97.1%
98.8%

HIB Diphtheria, 
Tetanus

& Pertussis (DTP)

Poliomyelitis
(Polio)

Bacillus
Calmette-Guerin

(BCG)

97.2%
94.2%

6,770 persons
6,144 persons

1,621 cases 1,481 cases

Cummulative number of registered
Children with Disabilities cases

152,038 persons
148,013 persons

Source: Royal Malaysia Police
Note:
      Includes gang rape

Note: Child is defined as a person below 18 years Source: Children Statistics, Malaysia, 2023, Depertment of Satatistics Malaysia (DOSM)

Sexual crimes
involving children

Total

44 cases
35 casesSexual 

harassment

62 cases
63 casesUnnatural

sex

30 cases
11 casesMolest

1,123 cases
1,277 casesRape 2

222 cases
235 casesIncest
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Measures to 
address bullying
KUALA LUMPUR: The Education Ministry 
plans to increase the number of guidance 
and counselling teachers if cases of bullying 
at schools continue to persist and show a 
rising trend, the Dewan Rakyat was told 
yesterday. 

Its deputy minister Lim Hui Ying said  
guidance and counselling are among the 
immediate measures that could be taken to 
address this social issue in schools. 

“The bullies must be given proper 
guidance to understand why they should 
not engage in bullying. So, counselling is 
very important,” she said in reply to Dr 
Ahmad Fakhruddin Fakhrurazi (PN-Kuala 
Kedah) during Question Time. 

Lim added that based on the ministry’s 
Sistem Sahsiah Diri Murid statistics, 
bullying incidents at schools had shown an 
increase, with 4,994 cases recorded as of 
last month, compared with 3,887 cases  
last year. 

She said all the cases had been 
investigated and follow-up action had been 
taken, with focus on providing guidance 
and counselling to those involved. 

“Our objective is to ensure that bullying 
cases can be reduced.” – Bernama


