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RM45b hike in 
domestic tourism

Officer injured, two killed in air force  
weapons training accident
SEREMBAN: An air force 
trainer was injured while 
two others were killed in an 
armed shooting and bomb 
detonation training at the 
Basic Grenade Training 
Site, Syed Sirajuddin Camp 
shooting range, in Gemas  
on Sunday. 

In a statement yesterday, 
the air force said the injured 
trainer from the Institute of 
Administration and 
Management Studies at 
Sendayan Air Base, Kpl 
Khairuzaman Lokman, 35, 
was receiving treatment at 
Segamat Hospital in Johor 
and is in stable condition. 

In the incident at 
12.10pm, student  
aircraftman 1 Mohd Iqmal 
Masdi, 22, was confirmed 
dead at the scene while 
trainer Kpl Syuib Bidin, 33, 

died at 5.45pm while being 
treated for severe injuries at 
the hospital. 

The statement said the 
next of kin of the members 
involved have been 
informed and the air force 
will ensure that all matters 
on welfare for the families 
of the victims involved  
as well as funeral 
arrangements are  
given priority. 

“Air Force chief Gen Tan 
Sri Mohd Asghar Khan 
Goriman Khan and the top 
air force leadership 
expressed its grief over the 
incident and conveyed its 
condolences to the families 
of the deceased members, 
who are a great loss to the 
air force,” according to the 
statement. 

The next of kin of the 

members involved are 
advised to be patient and 
persevere over the incident, 
he said. 

The air force also 
requested that all parties 
not speculate or spread 
false news until the 
investigation carried out by 
police is completed, the 
statement added. 

Defence Minister Datuk 
Seri Mohamad Hasan 
expressed his condolences 
to the families of armed 
forces personnel killed 
during weapons training. 

“The soldiers fell during 
training to defend the 
country. May the family 
members be given strength 
and perseverance in 
accepting fate,” he said in a 
post on his Facebook page. 
– Bernama

Thumbs up for music festival
oIconic Rainforest event in Sarawak given 
rave reviews by global attendees

Mohd Isa’s appeal hearing put off
PUTRAJAYA: The appeal 
hearing of former Felda 
chairman Tan Sri Mohd Isa 
Abdul Samad against the 
conviction and sentence on 
bribery charges related to the 
purchase of a hotel in Sarawak 
has been postponed again. 

This followed his admission 
to a private hospital in 
Seremban for heart problems.  

The Court of Appeal’s panel 
of three judges – Datuk 
Hadhariah Syed Ismail, Datuk 
Ahmad Zaidi Ibrahim and 
Datuk Azmi Ariffin – allowed the 
adjournment after Mohd Isa’s 
lawyer Datuk Salehuddin Saidin 
informed the court on Sunday, 
and he received the medical 
report yesterday. 

“Mohd Isa’s wife, who is his 
bailor, was also unable to 
appear for the proceedings. 
She’s unable to walk due to knee 
pain, for which she is receiving 
treatment.” 

“We were just informed of 
this matter and the family 
wishes to apologise for  
any inconvenience caused,”  
he said. 

DPP Afzainizam Abdul Aziz 
did not object to the 
postponement. 

Hadhariah, who set Oct 16 
for the hearing of the appeal, 
said the court hoped Mohd Isa 
would recover by then. 

“We cannot do anything if  
it is a health problem,”  
she added. 

The hearing was set for 
March 7 previously but was 
postponed to June 26 following 
the request by Mohd Isa’s 
counsel for more time to enter 
their defence. 

On Feb 3, 2021, the High 
Court convicted the 73-year-
old Mohd Isa on nine bribery 
charges amounting to RM3 
million in the Felda acquisition 
of Merdeka Palace Hotel & 

Suites in Kuching, Sarawak. 
The offences allegedly took 

place on the 49th Floor of 
Menara Felda, Platinum Park, 
No. 11, Persiaran KLCC, Kuala 
Lumpur between July 21, 2014 
and Dec 11, 2015. 

High Court Judge Datuk 
Mohd Nazlan Mohd Ghazali 
(now Court of Appeal judge) 
handed down a sentence of six 
years for each offence with a 
cumulative total of 54 years and 
a fine of RM15.45 million or 18 
years imprisonment instead of 
the fine. 

The sentence was ordered to 
run concurrently, therefore, 
Mohd Isa was to serve only  
six years. 

The court raised bail from 
RM800,000 to RM1.5 million 
and required the accused to 
report to the nearest police 
station on the 1st of every 
month until the appeal is 
settled.– Bernama

BLOWN AWAY 
... Norfaezah Che 
Mansur looking at 
the sky from her 
living room after 
the roof of her 
house was ripped 
off during a storm 
in Kampung 
Permatang 
Sungkai in 
Kelantan 
yesterday.  
– BERNAMAPIC

also intending to create a new record 
in the Malaysia Book of Records for  
the “Most Percussionists in a  
Music Festival”. 

Sarawak Tourism, Creative 
Industries and Performing Arts 
Minister Datuk Seri Abdul Karim 
Rahman Hamzah said the festival is 
an event for the people to reflect on 
the human relationship with nature. 

“This is also the perfect time  
to acknowledge RWMF’s 
transformative power. It is said that 
music transcends boundaries. 
People of all ages, races and religions 
have converged at our living 
museum (Sarawak Cultural Village) 
to share a common interest to enjoy 
the world’s richest fusion of 
authentic culture and ethnic 
diversities,” he said. 

This year’s edition of RWMF 
brought together a total of 199 
performers from France, Tanzania, 
the United Kingdom, Jamaica, the 
United States, Iran, the Maldives, 
India, Russia, Thailand, Japan, 
Singapore and Malaysia.

38, who is a local, said she never 
missed coming to the event every 
year, Bernama reported. 

“I feel proud that Sarawak can 
host a festival that is different from 
the others. This RWMF is truly 
unique in promoting Sarawak’s 
music and traditions to the world. 

Sharing Mckenzie’s views, 
Michelle Greenie, 35, also a local, 
said the RWMF is an event 
celebrating the diverse traditional 
music of various countries. 

“RWMF unites the world, even 
though the people are of different 
cultures, religions, philosophies and 
ideologies, they can all get together 
and share the joy through music and 
I am proud that Sarawak can 
produce products like this,” she said. 

When RWMF was first held in 
1998, it only attracted 300 spectators, 
but now it has become an iconic 
event for Sarawak attended by 
thousands of visitors from all over 
the world. 

The theme for RWMF this year 
was “Reflection” with the organiser 

KUCHING: The 26th edition of the 
Rainforest World Music Festival 
(RWMF) drew to a close on 
Sunday, with the audience 
expressing satisfaction with the 
atmosphere and performances. 

Polish visitor Olga Czop, 22, said 
the three-night festival that opened 
last Friday was proof that Sarawak 
is capable of being a stage for a 
music festival that is unique and 
has its own identity. 

“The culture and people in 
Borneo are very different from the 
society in Peninsular. It surprised 
me the first time I set foot here,” 
said Czop, who is a participant in a 
student exchange programme at 
Universiti Malaya. 

According to her, if it wasn’t for 
her participation in the 
programme, she would not have 

had the opportunity. 
Her friend, Anita Szijarto, 33, 

from Hungary, said she was so 
excited to witness the interesting 
activities organised, which  
she considered an unforgettable 
experience. 

“I will recommend my family 
and countrymates to come and 
witness this,” she said. 

Szijarto suggested the event 
organiser provide an ATM at the 
site since the Sarawak Cultural 
Village, which is in Santubong, is 
quite a distance from the city. 

“We need cash to make 
purchases as we cannot use the 
SPay Global payment system as 
well as made cash transactions 
using the local banking e-wallet 
system,” she said. 

Meanwhile, Olizer Mckenzie, 

PUTRAJAYA: Domestic tourism 
experienced a remarkable recovery 
in 2022 after registering total 
spending of RM64.1 billion 
compared with RM18.4 billion in 
2021, according to the Domestic 
Tourism Survey (DTS) 2022 
released by the Statistics 
Department yesterday. 

It said the number of domestic 
visitors surged 160.1% to reach 171.6 
million in 2022 compared with 66 
million recorded a year before. 

“After enduring nearly two years of 
devastating Covid-19, the resumption 
of domestic tourism brings a sense of 
relief to the people and its economy,” 
read the statement. 

DTS 2022 presents the annual 
statistics on visitor arrivals, tourism 
expenditure, travel patterns, and 
social and demographic 
characteristics of domestic visitors. 

On domestic visitor arrivals by 
state, the department said Selangor 
emerged as the most visited state in 
2022, attracting 22 million domestic 
visitors followed by Kuala Lumpur 
Federal Territory and Sarawak, 
welcoming 16.9 million and 15.5 
million domestic visitors 
respectively. – Bernama

USM confident of 
space tech potential
GEORGE TOWN: Universiti Sains 
Malaysia (USM), scheduled to launch 
its maiden satellite into space from 
Russia today, sees huge potential in 
developing the nation’s space 
technology ecosystem with the 
combined efforts of academia, 
industry players and regulators. 

USM’s School of Aerospace 
Engineering dean Prof Dr Farzad 
Ismail said the university signed a 
long-term agreement with a local 
space technology company, 
Angkasa-X Innovation Sdn Bhd, to 
develop and launch at least 400  
low Earth orbit satellites. 

“The function of these satellites is 
mainly to deliver better internet 
connectivity, especially in rural areas 
that can benefit the students there. 
Considering that laying out fibre 
optics is expensive, using satellites is 
the only feasible way, which goes well 
with USM because we are striving to 
help the bottom billion and change 
their socioeconomic well-being.”  
– Bernama


