SUNDAY SPOTLIGHT

It’s time to be
counted!

After more than four years of preparations, the Statistics Department has come up
with several ingenious ways to ensure that no Malaysian will be left out in the
coming national Population and Housing Census, which rolls out only once every 10

years, writes TAN CHOE CHOE

Statistics Department chief statistician Dntuk
Wan Ramlah Wan Abd Raof hopes
will give their full cooperation to the census drive

N RS 1o

0 excuses accepted. Every-  form within three days.

one must and will be count-  For those who prefer to tinker

ed in the 2010 Populati on the an talk or pick
and Housing Census (Banci), up a pen, they can participate in -
which will off on July 6 and  the census online at www.statis-
end on Aug 22. tics.gov.

To ensure that this is achieved,
the Statistics Department’s chiel
sk W B

Raof says a ani
pick-up (Dopu) census kit and an
e-Census form will be i

“Just as! omanumeralursfara
PIN (personal identification num-
ber) when they come by your
house. With the PIN, Ingnnr.nlhe
website Rnd key in your email

The department has already
identified certain areas in major
towns across the country where
the le will be given the kit.

e kit, which will be put in a
douhle-hyemd plastic bag for pro-
tection against the elements, will
be sent to 1,500 ation

1 will be sent to
email and with that you can
EIEn to the e-Census form.”

She hopes Mala; will take
1o this just as they have taken to e-
filing for their annual income tax.

To reduce data-entry errors, ey-
ery filled form will be electron-
ically 1 instead of being

blocks. {One enumeration block
consists of between 80 and 120
homes). This means the kits would
be used to canvass between
120,000 and 180,000 homes in the

country.

“Most who refused or somehow
did not participate in the pramus
censuses are urbanites who
often not at home d the dﬁly

up the
eir own, put it

keyndmmanuaﬂy as in previous

‘\‘\h will use an intelligent char-
acter recognition machine to scan
the questionnaires. We hope this
will also speed up the release of
data.”

Five more questions have been
added to the census questionnaire
this year, bringing the total to 51.

“They include the mode of
transport to wurk. mnliguler lit-

“This time, they can
bu:kmlolhu hang it outsid
haa hng & ol

eracy,
igrati fnrlhel&s‘tanewar

census form on
nwﬁlm e picked up,” Wan Ramiah

Bulﬂmlsaﬁmellmhmched
to this option — onee you receive
the kit, you will have to fill up the

and specifl for the women of
Sabah, la.bmunyan, and Sarawak,
their age when they first marry
and number of children borne.”
The last question is necessary

for Sabah and Sarawak because of
the lack of reliable birth and mor-
tality data, especially in the more
remote areas, unlike in the penin-
sula where every birth and death
is quickly registered with the Na-
tional Registration Department.

“Because of the distance and the
mountainous range of the two
states, this data has always been
lacking. So, once we get the data,
we will know for certain the actual
fertility and mortality rates of res-
idents there.”

These new questions were

Every nook to be covered

the Department.
‘l'lmz ]lemml.ng

dents in about 75,000

tion blocks or about ?.Smﬂlinn

estimated living quarters, Every

‘space, area or structure that

uses people will be visited.
GO AIARG) & e aERAI:
ing al ar an -
abandoned

building, we
cover them,” says the depar!.
ment's chief statistician Datuk
Wan Ramlah Wan Abd Raof.
But her deparlment cannot
mﬁ: 50 it will “so-
licit the help of the state secre-

~ tariats, other t
agen: mﬁiethe ormation
i

go l.hm? one-week
training of 10 hours per day.
They will learn g:w to read
maps, the terms and concepts
used, how to ask questions,
dressing, manners, and to ob-
serve certain safety measures.

15 SPM. A
Lo
an STPM or di i

that they have to d maw
ve to do, 52

their own transport is a -
mn;m:ndlhenhq.i_ggyape&

local dialects, Wuly
chief statistician Dr Abdul Rah-
man Hasan.

A supervisor can ﬁ“ up to
whlle

an enumm!m'
to RM53. The depnnmannlm
reimburses mileage claims to
nsate the volunteers,
Ramlah cautions of indi-
ki by aliog Gt s
were
w&demlgng the census on behall

department.
“Please be wary of these im-

added in after intensive discus-
sions among government agencies
and departments to determine its
needs,

“Because of changing patterns
of households, occupation, and
migration, we have to ask more
questions.

“A lot of important studies can
be done from the data collected,”
adds deputy chiel statistician Dr
Abdul Rahman Hasan.

The questionnaire is divided in-
to four parts:

* location/ living address;

posters. Our enumerators will
carry an ID-card with their pic-
ture and a serial number on an

Once the results come il:a;y

Aug?&lhe the quality of the
nsnsushy sm?andom

wmybtewu Cl
mﬁuﬂﬂmﬂe&ﬂﬂmhw

says Abdul Rahman adding that
S0 t‘ar. this margiu of error has

Propw , training and

in all previous
censuses have ensured that we

ﬂt pretty good and accurate in-
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* type of livm%' uarters and the
amenities available therein;
* household particulars, including

the relationship with the head of

househald;

* personal particulars of each in-
dividual residing there, including lev-
el of education, occupation, literacy,
gender, age, and ethnicity.

An esti 1 29 million Mal
are to be canvassed, including non-
citizens who have been in the country
for six months or more.

This is different from censuses
done before 2000 — where anyone
who happened to be in Malaysia dur-
ing the census period had to par-
ticipate, irrespective of their citizen-
ship or tenure in the country.

“It’s called the de facto approach.
Even a visitor who was here for a day
was part and parcel of the census.

“But as Malaysia becomes an in-
creasingly mubmuntry. the United
Nations has advised us to move to-
wards the de jure u‘)prmmh — o
count only people who have been
here for at least six months, to giveus
a better picture of the country and its
residents.”

The questionnaire has also been
translated into the dialects of Ibans in
Sarawak and Kadazans in Sabah. Itis
also available in Korean and
Japanese,

“Everyone must take part in the
census. Please understand that the
current development of the country is
a result of the statistics that were
gathered previously. So, the next
spate of development will be based on
this census.

“If our data does not reflect a true
picture because of your unwillingness
to cooperate, then the policymakers
will not be able to formulate good

Deputy chief statistician Dr Abdul
Rahman Hasan says five new
questions will be added to the
census questionnaire

policies to drive the nation,” adds
Wan Ramlah,

With the help of new technology
and better planning, it is expected
that the preliminary data of the 2010
census — at least on how many
people have been surveyed — would
be released by November.

Interesting facts:
* The earliest census was intro-

duced by the British in the 1800s in"

the Straits Settlements.

* The first census of the peninsula
wasin1911.

* Since the formation of Malaysia in
1963, there have been [our censuses
— 1970, 1980, 1991 and 2000,

More women recorded
as divorcees

MEN are more likely to remain single
than women, the past four censuses
conducted by the Statistics Depart-
ment have shown.

An average six out of 10 men were
found to be single in the census years
01970, 1980, 1991 and 2000.

In the same years, only four out of
10 \;omenweresln penple s

The percent -
edto tizelhe knmojlgehns remained Iafzw
ly the same in the 30 years between
1970 and 2000.

There were about 60.16 per cent
listed as married in 1970, 57.89 per
cent in 1980, 59.43 per cent in 1991,
and 59.75 per cent in 2000,

Malaysians who marry youn‘ﬁ, as
indicated by the percentage of those

who were listed married at between
the 15 and 19, have also u-
n!]y:gensed through Ihownf‘:#

These youngsters made up about
3.24 per cent of married couples in
1970, 1.84 per cent in 1980, 1.14 per
cent in 1991, and further declined to
0.74 per cent in 2000.

Interestingly, the number of di-

while the percentage of divorcees was
almost equally divided between men
(41.17 per cent) and women (58.83
per cent), that ratio changed drasti-
cally in 2000 — significantly more
women (75.06 per cent) than men
(24.94 per cent) were recorded as di-
vorcees,

Meanwhile, the number of
Malaysians who were left widowed

vorcees in the population has de-
clined.

Divorcees made up 1.29 per cent of
everyone aged 15 and above in 1970.

Apart from a slight increase in
1980 (1.40 per cent), it went down to
1.01 per centin 1991,

By 2000, the rate had dropped fur-
ther to (.82 per cent.

But it is interesting to note that
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had also decreased, from 7.22 per
cent in 1970 to about 4.42 per cent in
2000 — a significant drop of 38.78
per cent.

It seems that women have always
» of those

made up a larger percentage
widowed — 79.55 per cent in 1970,
81.78 per cent in 1980, 82.68 per cent
in 1991, and 81.06 per cent in 2000.
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Sdme died in accidents, sexually
harassed in line of duty

Acoid

URBANITES are more suspicious of

1c h g i
ppen so we make it a

strangers and rural folks are friendli-
er, according to the Statistics Depart-
ment.

For some, the suspicion is so deep
that they send out dogs to greet any-
one who rings the doorbell.

“They don’t like strangers or they
don't want to spare the time so they
hope o chase us away,” says deputy
chief statistician Dr Abdul Rahman
Hasan, adding that rural folks tend to
be easier to talk to.

“They just ask when *bantuan’ (aid)
will come,” says Rahman.

Many of us often take statistics for
granted, not realising that it was
gathered from the efforts of many,
some of whom even died in the pro-
Cess,

“Some staff got into motor acci-
dents... yes, there were casualties.

point to ensure the temps purchase
group insurance, which will cover
them up to a year.”

Wan Ramlah admits that some stafl
were also sexually harassed, “but
maostly just some wolf- whistling”™.

“Our people will have to talk to drug
addicts, criminals, and sometimes,
unknowingly, even the mentally un-
stable

“If an area is deemed unsafe, we
advise them to go in groups. Ilitisa
single male in the house and the enu-
merator is a female, she is advised to
conduct the interview at the gates,”
says Wan Ramlah.

“Ifit is a male stafl and there is only
one woman in the house, he isnot ad-
vised 1o go in either,” adds Rahman,

As provided in the Census Act 1960,
everyone has to cooperate in the cen-

sus, after which they must allow the
enumerator to pin up the ‘census list-
ing card’ outside their home.

“Anyone who refuses to provide in-
formation or knowingly provides
false information can be charged up
to RM100 or jailed up to six months,
or both,” says Wan Ramlah.

So far, no one has been prosecuted
for such an offence.

This same act also states that an
enumerator must not provide the in-
formation collected to a third party. If
caught, the offender can be fined up
to RM2,000 or a jailed up to one year,
or both

For more information, call
1800-88-7T828 or email ban-
ci2010@stats.gov.my.

Also browse the department's
Facebook page.under Ban-
ci2010_census2010 for updates.
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