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Finance minister says reports to NRC had the same facts provided to cabinet and public
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FINANCIAL SITUATION

| NEVER CONCEALED
FACTS ON ECONOMY’

Finance minister
says reports to NRC
had the same facts
provided to cabinet
and public

ADIB POVERA
KUALA LUMPUR
adibpovera@nst com.my

INANCE Minister Tengku
Datuk Serl Zafrul Tengku
Abdul Aziz sald he has
never concealed any facts
about the country’s economy.
He sald this in response to a

claim by former prime minister
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin that
Malaysia's financial situation
was more dire than what was
claimed by the federal govern-
ment based on a recent report by
Zafrul.

In a statement yesterday, Zafrul
sald the report submitted to the
National Recovery Council (NRC)
secretariat, which Muhyiddin
chairs, was similar to reports sub-
mitted by other members of the
cabinet, lrrespective of which
parties they were from.

“As the chalrman of the coun-
cil, he needs the reports 1o make
the right decision In assisting the
prime minister (Datuk Serd lsmail
Sabri Yankob) to steer the couns

try’s recovery post-Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“In fact, the facts in the report
are the same that 1 have repeated
to the cabinet and the public,

*1 never hide (any facts), be It
through press statements (Issued
by the Finance Ministry),
through my comments during
any forums, in my parfiamentary
reply, as well as reports issued by
agencies such as Bank Negam
Malaysia, the Department of
Statistic and others,” sald Tengku
Zafrul in a Facebook post.

He sald that was why the min-
Istry had, since last year, spoken
about the Fiscal Responsibility
Act 10 prevent issues like
IMalaysia Development Bhd,
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Finance Minister Tengku Datuk Seri Zq!rul. Tengku Abdul Azlz says
the focus Is to drive the country’s recovery to restore the livelihoods of

the people, riix o

Suria Strategic Energy Resources
Sdn Bhd and others from recur-

ring.

He included links to his articles
on the government's intention to
Introduce the act.

At the launch of Perfkatan Na-
sional's (PN) election machinery
in Johor on Friday. Muhyiddin
was quoted as saying that the
country’s situation was not as
rosy as it seemed.

“I had asked the finance min-
Ister to deliver a report.

“I will leak it in time on the
position of our national fi-
nances,” Muhyiddin, who Is PN
chalrman, said.

Tengku Zafrul said people gen-
erally were aware of the econom-

Ic situation due to the Covid-19
pandemic.

Therefore, he said, the focus
was to drive the country’s recov-
ery to restore the livelthoods of
the people.

He said this would be achieved
through creating jobs. bringing
Investments into the country and
helping businesses, as well as via
other strategles in the JaminKer-
|a and SemarakNiaga initiatives
under the 2022 .

“We are on the right path in
which economic activities, be
they from the macro, business or
Individual perspectives, are In
the process of recovering based
on several indicators such as em-
ployment market and others,”
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