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Job market buoyed by reopening of economy

Job market buoyed
by reopening of economy

Resumption of social activities contributes to stimulus

ECONOMY

PETALING JAYA: Mulaysia’s labour market
experienced o grodual recovery in 2021,
haoyed by flw progressive rengening of e
economy and reswunption of snelal acrivities

According to the Statistics Department, a
mave rorgefed approach was undertaken o
maage the poblic health sitoatdon last year,
especially in the second hall of 2021. as com-
pared 0 & blanket restriction exercised in
2020.

On top of varous niliatives by the govern-
ment, chief statistician Datuk Seri Mobhd Uzir
Mzhidm said the contiuous resumption of
economic activites with longer business
hours, cougled with pernmission for social
activities and interstate travel had signith
cantly conributed in stmulaing Malaysia'’s
economic perfonnance,

"Exaployed persons recorded o total of 151
million persnng in 2021, risiog 0.7% o8 com.
paved (o the grevious year

“Subsequently, the ability of an economy to
create employment, which was indicated by
the employment-to-population ratio, improved
by 01 peroeniage points yesr-on-ywar, regis-
tering a ratio of 65.4% (2020: 65.3%)."

A ajar eoinposition of employed persans
in Malaysia comprised Individuals in the
“seri-slalled occupation” category, which
accounted for more than half (57.7%) ot the
mtal employed persons i1y 2021 or eguivalen
(0 8.7 milllon persons:
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“The ability of an economy to create
employment, which was indicated by the
employment-to-population ratio, improved by
0.1 percentage points year-on-year."

Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin

Separaiely, employed persons in the
“skilled" category comprised 29.6% (4.5 mil-
linn persons) while the “low-skilled” category
was 12 (1.9 million persons).

“By ecomomlde secior, the majonty of the
employed persons were concenrrated in the
services sector with a share of 64.9%. fol-
lowed by manuwfaciuring (16.6%) and agricul-
ture (10.3%).

"Meanwhile, eroployed persans i e eon-
steuchion and rining wod quareying sectors
encompossed 7.7% and 0.5% respectively”
said Mohd Uzir,

Separately. he said the unemployment e
in 2021 recorded a shight increase of 0.1 per
centage point to 4.6% (2020 4.5%)

“Aceordingly, the mumber of unemployed
persons moreased by 3,1% (22000 persons) 10
733.000 persons (2020: 711,000 persons)

“The acnively unewmployed, which dominar
ed 75.7% of the mmrunoumloyed persons,
augmented by 7.9% to record 354,700 persons

(2020; 514,200 persons)

“More than half in this category (56.4%)
were anemployed fay less than three snonths,”
satd Mahed Uziy

With rezards to unemployinent levels by
age groug in 2021, Mohd Uzir sald the unem
ployroend rate for yourhs aged 15 10 24 years
decressed by 0.7 percentaze poinds o 11,3%,
recording 329,100 unemployed individuals.

“The uresnplovoient rate for adulls uged 25
(0 B yeurs wdged up by 0.1 percentage polot
(o 3.1%,

“In line with this, the vumber of adult
unemployed rose by 2.9% to 4080 persons

“Observing the unemployment rawe by
state in 2021, three states registered a higher
unemployinent rate than the national leved,
namely Sabah (8.2%), Labuan (7.4%) and
Perak (3.3%),

In the wmeantime, Puirajaya (1.6%), Malaka
(29%) and Pahang (33%), posted wnong he
lowest unemployment rafes in 20217



