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KUALA LUMPUR (Aug 27): Sime Darby 
Bhd (KL:SIME) said it remains optimis-
tic about the current !nancial year ending 
June 30, 2027 (FY2027), especially for its 
motors division, as rising demand for elec-
tric vehicles (EVs) is expected to be a key 
driver of the group’s top-line growth.

The group said the BMW EV models 
built on the Neue Klasse platform — in-
cluding the iX3, i3, X5 and i7 — have 
been launched and are open for booking, 
with deliveries to customers scheduled to 
begin by the end of this year.

“We saw more orders coming for BMW 
EV models steadily across Asia-Paci!c 
markets,” said Andrew Basham, manag-
ing director of Sime Darby Motors, in a 
media brie!ng on Thursday.

“Currently, we feel very upbeat about 
what the Neue Klasse will bring to main-
land China,” he said, noting that compe-
tition in the market remains intense.

Sime Darby saw a decline in China mo-
tor vehicle sales by some 12% to RM 10.9 
billion for FY2026 from RM12.5 billion 
in FY2025.

“The auto segment is still pretty tough, 
particularly in China. However, we do very 
well in countries like Singapore and Malay-
sia, so that’s going to continue to be good,” 
added Sime Darby group chief !nancial 
of!cer Muhammad Noor Abd Aziz.

Through Sime Darby Motors, the con-
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KUALA LUMPUR (Aug 27): Malaysian 
businesses turned more optimistic about 
the third quarter of 2026 (3Q2026), with 
con!dence improving across all major sec-
tors, according to the Department of Sta-
tistics Malaysia (DOSM).

The overall con!dence indicator rose to 
5.9% from negative 1.8% in the previous 
quarter, re"ecting stronger expectations for 
domestic and external economic activity, 
DOSM said in a statement on Thursday.

Industry recorded the strongest improve-
ment, with its con!dence indicator rising to 
8.2% from negative 3.7% in 2Q2026.

Construction also returned to positive 
territory at 4.1% from negative 9.5%, while 
wholesale and retail trade improved to 
1.2% from negative 7.5%.

Services remained optimistic at 5.2%, 
although it eased slightly from 6.2% in the 
previous quarter.

Businesses were also more upbeat about 
conditions over the next six months, with 
the overall net balance rising to 12.9% 
from 7.9% previously.

Construction showed the strongest out-
look over the period with a net balance 
of 23.3%, followed by industry at 14.3% 
and services at 13.1%. Wholesale and re-
tail trade recorded a net balance of 5.3%.

Meanwhile, 31.9% of businesses expect 
gross revenue to increase in 3Q2026, while 
47.4% expect it to remain unchanged and 
20.7% foresee a decline.

Most businesses also expect to maintain 
their workforce, with 78.3% anticipating no 
change in employment. Some 13.9% expect to 
increase hiring, while 7.8% foresee a reduction.

At the state level, most recorded positive 
con!dence readings, led by Terengganu at 
10.5%, Kuala Lumpur at 9.5% and Negeri 
Sembilan at 9.4%.

Melaka and Labuan were the only two 
to record negative readings, at negative 
3.9% and negative 5.4% respectively.
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glomerate distributes more than 30 auto-
motive brands across 10 Asia-Paci!c mar-
kets, including BMW, Porsche and BYD. 
Its Malaysian portfolio includes BMW, 
MINI, Porsche, Jaguar Land Rover, Hyun-
dai, Volvo, Ford and BYD.

For the fourth quarter ended June 30, 
2026, Sime Darby reported a 57.8% de-
cline in net pro!t to RM322 million, from 
RM763 million a year earlier, while rev-
enue fell 5.9% to RM16.71 billion from 
RM17.76 billion.

The group’s revenue is derived from 
four segments, with the motors division 
contributing 49.7%, followed by the indus-
trial segment at 26.5.0%, UMW at 23.6%, 
and others at 0.08%.
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Read also: Sime Darby sees performance 
broadly "at in FY2027 after 4Q earnings 
fell 58%
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Sime Darby shares closed unchanged at 
RM2.51 on Thursday, valuing the group 
at RM17.1 billion. The stock has gained 
more than 22% in value year to date.


