
 

The Sun Malaysia, 11 August 2026  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

BIZ & FINANCE
TUESDAY | AUG 11, 2026

15
/thesundaily

FOLLOW           ON FACEBOOK

////
Malaysian Paper

Unit price index of sand 
records increase in July 
PUTRAJAYA: The Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia (DoSM) reported 
that the unit price index for sand 
recorded an increase in July 2026, 
ranging from 0.1% to 14.9% as 
compared to the previous month.  

The highest increase in the price 
index for this material was recorded in 
Terengganu  &  Kelantan (14.9%), 
followed by Kota Kinabalu (4.1%)  and 
Penang, Kedah & Perlis (2.8%). 

The unit price index for steel also  
recorded a  slight  increase,  with  
month-on-month increases ranging 
from 0.6% to 0.9% across selected areas. 

The highest increase  was observed 
in  Perak  (0.9%), followed by Tawau  
(0.7%) and Sandakan (0.6%),  while  
the index remained  unchanged  in 
most other areas   across Peninsular 
Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. 

The unit price index for cement 
recorded a slight increase ranging from 
0.2% to 0.8% across selected areas as 
compared to the previous month. 

The highest increase was recorded 
in  Perak  (0.8%),  followed  by Selangor, 
W.P. Kuala  Lumpur, Malacca & Negeri  
Sembilan (0.3%)  and Penang, Kedah &  
Perlis (0.2%). Meanwhile the unit price 
index for cement remained unchanged 
in most other areas across Peninsular 
Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. 

An annual comparison for the 
period of July 2025 and July 2026 has 
indicated that the unit price  index  for 
steel recorded  an  increase ranging  
from 0.5%  to 8.4%  involving most  

areas  in  Peninsular  Malaysia,  Sabah  
and  Sarawak.  

The highest increase in the unit 
price index for steel was observed in 
Perak (8.4%), followed by Johor (6.3%) 
and Pahang (4.8%).  

The  year-on-year  unit  price  index for 
cement recorded increases ranging  from 
0.9%  to 7.5 in  July  2026 as compared 
with  the  same  month  of  the previous 
year across all areas in Peninsular  
Malaysia,  Sabah and Sarawak.  

The highest  increase was  recorded 
in Perak   (7.5%), followed by Kuching 
and Miri (7.2%), respectively. 

The DoSM also reported that the  
average  price  per unit  of  steel,  
consisting  of mild steel  round  bars  
and  Mycon  60  high  tensile  deformed  
bars,  recorded a  slight decrease (-0.2%) 
with an average price of RM3,499.50 
per metric tonne as compared to  the  
previous  month  (June 2026: 
RM3,507.10 per  metric  tonne).  

Meanwhile,  the average price of 
Ordinary Portland cement remained 
unchanged with an average price of 
RM25.70 per 50 kg bag. 

The monthly comparison of  BCI 
with steel  bars, by  building  category 
and region in Peninsular Malaysia for 
July 2026 recorded an increase 
ranging from 0.1% to 1.4%.  

The  BCI  with steel bars in Sabah 
recorded  a slight decrease ranging 
from 0.2% to 0.5% for all building 
categories in July 2026 as compared to 
the previous month. 

MRCB, Teco to develop AI-ready modular data centres 
KUALA LUMPUR:  Malaysian 
Resources Corporation Bhd (MRCB) 
and Taiwan-based Teco  Electric & 
Machinery Co., Ltd yesterday  signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) to establish a strategic 
partnership for the development, 
deployment and operational 
validation of next-generation AI-
ready modular data centres (MDC), 
designed to support both air and 
liquid-cooled cabinetrack platforms. 

The MDC will serve as a testbed 
to demonstrate the technical and 
commercial viability of Teco’s 
modular technology for developing 
data centres, paving the way for 
similar data centre developments 
across MRCB’s landbank in the 
future. 

Under the MoU framework, the 
collaboration leverages the core 
strengths of both parties. MRCB, as 
the landowner, will lease suitable 
land parcels with existing power 
supply allocations to support the 
deployment and operation of the 
MDC, while managing all local 
authority submissions and 
regulatory approvals.  

Both parties will also explore 
opportunities for the deployment of 
MDC through a Design & Build 
delivery model. 

Meanwhile, Teco will drive the 
project’s technical execution by 
supplying advanced modular data 
centre technology, specialised 
engineering solutions and 
operational management. 

“This collaboration with Teco’s 

From right: Teco Group data centre business head Stanley Liu; Teco Group 
power & energy business group president David Kuo; MRCB Builders CEO 
Patrick Hwang; MRCB CCO Amarjit Chhina and MRCB Group CFO Ann Wan Tee 
at the MoU signing between MRCB and Teco. 

M’sian affluent and high net 
worth investors adopt AI tools

PETALING JAYA: A new survey of 
around 10,000 affluent and high net 
worth individuals across 10 markets, 
commissioned by HSBC and 
conducted by Ipsos, shows AI has 
become a widely used tool among 
these investors.  

Malaysia ranked among the top 
three markets for AI adoption in 
finance at 85%, level with mainland 
China (85%) and trailing only India 
(86%).  

Aside from finance, these 
investors are also using AI for work 
and career (64%) and for personal 
development (64%). 

Despite the strong interest in AI for 
finance, these investors still rank 
financial professionals and 
institutions as the leading source of 
investment ideas (65%) and the most 
influential factor in investment 
decisions (39%), more than double 
the influence of AI tools (16%). 

When asked why investors turn to 
financial professionals and 
institutions when making financial 
decisions, 85% cite reassurance and 
76% cite strategic expertise. This 
includes spotting mistakes in AI-
generated data (31%), providing 
personalised interpretation of 
complex data (31%) and applying 
judgement and validation (30%). 

HSBC Malaysia international 
wealth and premier banking country 
head  Linda Yip said: “Technology 
gives us speed, but human 
connection builds trust.  

“The future of banking lies in a 
seamless partnership between AI-
driven insights and human expertise.  

“By pairing advanced analytics 
with human relationships, we aim to 
support our clients with the 
confidence to navigate, invest and 
pursue growth in an increasingly 
complex financial landscape.” 

Across the generations surveyed, 
Yip says the future of banking lies in a seamless partnership between AI-driven 
insights and human expertise.

oBut they still rank 
financial professionals 
and institutions as 
leading source of 
investment ideas 

them feel less in control. More than 
half (54%) say AI makes them more 
willing to take calculated risks – more 
than double the 25% who say it makes 
them more cautious. 

In a statement yesterday, HSBC 
Malaysia said it is advancing the 
Human-AI hybrid approach through 
the launch of Wealth Intelligence, a 
generative AI-enabled platform that 
analyses and summarises insights 
from data sources.  

These include HSBC Chief 
Investment Office house views, market 
commentary, and comprehensive 
analysis of unit trust funds, helping 
relationship managers work toward 
more effective and valuable customer 
conversations. 

This initiative,  HSBC said reflects 
its commitment to developing 
innovative AI solutions for both 
customers and colleagues.  

By strengthening the role of 
relationship managers with 
personalised, data-driven insights, 
HSBC added it seeks to help 
relationship managers provide 
customers with information that is 
timely, relevant, and practical to 
support the conversations underlying 
their investment decisions.  

Wealth Intelligence generated 
insights are for internal use by 
relationship managers and does not 
itself provide investment advice or 
recommendations to customers.

Gen-Z (aged 21-29) and Millennials 
(aged 30-45) make up the heaviest 
users of AI for financial and 
investment decisions, at 86% and 89% 
respectively, followed by Generation 
X (aged 46 to 61) at 85% and Baby 
Boomers (aged 62-69) at 78%. 

While AI use is high across 
generations, the data shows it does 
not remove the need for professional 
insights within any age group. 

A total of 58% of respondents in 
Malaysia say their ideal future 
financial decision-making approach is 
driven by the Human-AI partnership.  

For Gen Z, this includes analysing 
portfolio performance (61%) and 
generating new investment ideas 
(57%); for Millennials, the pattern is 
similar at 53% for both tasks. 

AI use also appears linked to shifts 
in sentiment among these investors. 
57% say it makes them feel more in 
control of their investments, 
compared with 21% who say it makes 

expertise in delivering integrated 
energy-efficient solutions represents 
another important milestone in 
MRCB’s strategic diversification  
into high-performance digital 
infrastructure,” said MRCB group 
managing director Datuk Imran Salim. 

“Expanding upon our previously 
announced intention to develop a 
65 MW AI-ready facility designed for 
large-scale enterprise workloads, 
this modular data centre develop-
ment demonstrates the versatility 
and our ability to scale up the 

utilisation of our landbank.” 
He added that by integrating 

Teco’s specialised modular tech-
nology with their master develop-
ment and engineering expertise, 
they are expanding their capabilities 
to serve varied market demands.  

“Beyond establishing an early 
footprint in the modular data centre 
sector, this project supports our 
goal of generating long-term 
recurring revenue and unlocking 
maximum value from our landbank,” 
said  Imran.


