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EFS Group pushes solar-plus-BESS    
oCompany says pairing of renewable power 
source with battery energy storage systems 
becoming a business imperative amid data 
centre boom in Malaysia

PETALING JAYA: Natural rubber (NR) 
production in May 2026 totalled 
20,198 tonnes, an increase of 9.1% 
from 18,515 tonnes in the previous 
month, the Department of Statisics 
Malaysia (DoSM) announced. 

However, on an annual basis, the 
production of NR in May this year 
decreased by 16.7% (May 2025: 
24,256 tonnes).  

Production of NR in May was 
mainly contributed by smallholders 
(89.4%) compared to estates (10.6%). 
Total stocks  of  NR in May decreased 
by 6.2% to 122,658 tonnes compared 
to 130,698 tonnes in April.   

Rubber processors factory 
contributed 77.8% of the stocks 
followed by rubber consumers factory 
(22%) and rubber estates (0.2%). 
Malaysia’s NR exports amounted to 
28,741 tonnes in May, down 23.1% 
from April’s 37,360 tonnes. 

China remained the main 
destination for NR exports, 
accounting for 42.7% of total exports 
in May, followed by Germany 
(14.6%), the United States (11.2%), 
Turkiye (4.3%) and India (3.8%).  

The export performance was 
contributed by NR-based products 

such as rubber gloves, tyres, tubes 
and rubber thread. Rubber gloves 
were the main exports of rubber-
based products with a value of RM1.2 
billion in May, a drop of 14.1% 
compared to April (RM1.4 billion). 

Meanwhile, the average monthly 
price for concentrated latex was 
763.16 sen per kg in May compared 
to 754.69 sen in April  (+1.1%).    

Scrap recorded an average 
monthly price 747.78 sen a kg in May 
compared to 691.26 sen in 

April(+8.2%). 
According to the Malaysia Rubber 

Board Digest published in May, the 
Kuala Lumpur rubber market 
maintained an upward trend 
throughout the month, supported 
by persistent concerns over tight 
natural rubber supply during the 
seasonal wintering period, elevated 
crude oil prices amid ongoing 
disruptions linked to the US-Iran 
conflict, and  improving demand 
indicators from key manufacturing 

and automotive markets.  
Market sentiment was further 

underpinned by higher natural 
rubber prices in regional markets, 
expectations of tighter supply due to 
prolonged dry  weather conditions in 
major producing countries, and 
concerns over potential El Niño  
impacts in the second half of the year.  

Rising petroleum prices continued 
to increase synthetic rubber pro-
duction costs, encouraging subs-
titution towards natural rubber.

Malaysia to host 
4th Asean 
Battery Technology 
Conference
PETALING JAYA: Malaysia will host 
the 4th Asean Battery Technology 
Conference (ABTC 2026) from Aug 19 
to 21 at the Mövenpick Hotel and 
Convention Centre KLIA, Sepang, 
placing the country at the centre of 
Asean’s next major conversation on 
battery industrialisation. 

Organised by NanoMalaysia Bhd 
(NMB), ABTC 2026 will have the theme 
“Industrialising Battery Technologies: 
Strengthening Asean’s Battery Value 
Chain for Global Competitiveness”.  

The conference comes as demand 
for electric mobility, renewable energy 
storage and battery-enabled tech-
nologies continues to grow across 
Asean and beyond.

NMB Group CEO Prof (Adj) Dr Rezal 
Khairi Ahmad said, “We are honoured 
to host ABTC 2026 at a critical point in 
Asean’s battery journey. The region 
has strong potential across research, 
manufacturing, electric mobility, 
energy storage and circularity, but 
turning this potential into industrial 
capability requires closer alignment 
between governments, industry, 
researchers and investors. Through 
ABTC 2026, NMB is proud to welcome 
regional and international stake-
holders to Malaysia as we work 
together to strengthen Asean’s 
battery industry and support its long-
term competitiveness.” 

Over three days, delegates can 
expect high-level discussions, tech-
nical deep dives and industry 
networking structured around three 
focus areas – Battery Co-Creation and 
Safety for Competitive Deployment in 
Asean, Battery Manufacturing Deep 
Dive, and Driving Application Inte-
gration and Market Enablement in 
Asean’s Battery. 

EFS Group believes solar-plus-BESS will become a fundamental part of how data centres, manufacturers and industrial parks 
plan for long-term resilience.” 

May natural rubber output up 9% from previous month

Global hyperscalers face the 
same scrutiny from their own boards 
over the sustainability of their AI 
infrastructure. Companies and 
policymakers who treat solar-plus-
BESS as core infrastructure today, 
rather than a sustainability add-on, 
are the ones positioning themselves, 
and Malaysia, as the credible choice 
when that pledged capital is finally 
deployed.  

Looking ahead, EFS Group sees 
projects such as Baram as an early 
template for how Malaysia closes 
both gaps at once, the power gap and 
the investment gap, rather than 
waiting for one to force the other.  

“The next few years will decide 
whether Malaysia’s data centre 
ambitions are backed by power that 
is actually there when it’s needed, or 
whether the country ends up playing 
catch-up. Our participation in the 
Baram project reinforces the viability 
of integrating renewable generation, 
energy storage and land use into a 
scalable energy solution,” said Tan.  

“We believe the next phase of 

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia’s data 
centre sector is on track to consume 
as much as 7.7 gigawatts (GW) of 
electricity by 2030, according to 
projections from the Energy 
Transition and Water Trans-
formation Ministry. 

Yet, actual consumption today 
sits at just 1,102 megawatts (MW), 
only 54% of the 2,050MW already 
approved, Minister Datuk Seri 
Fadillah Yusof has confirmed.  

For EFS Group, this is not a sign 
of overbuilding but a timing gap, 
and one that the businesses 
securing reliable power now stand 
to close first, well ahead of the 
moment full demand arrives. 

This emerging power gap is exactly 
where projects such as the Baram 
DeepTech Energy Programme 
become strategically important.

Last year, EFS Group signed a 
heads of agreement with Planet 
QEOS Sdn Bhd, alongside China 
Construction Sixth Engineering 
Bureau, ES Sunlogy Bhd, NuEnergy 
Holdings Bhd and Shenzhen 
Hopewind Electric Corp Ltd, to co-
develop Malaysia’s first firm solar 
power plant under the RM2.32 
billion programme.  

As Planet QEOS’ Agrovoltaic and 
Food Security Partner, EFS is co-
developing a 310MWp solar power 
plant paired with a 900MWh battery 
energy storage system (BESS), 
alongside a 650-hectare agrovoltaic 
farm that integrates solar infra-
structure with agriculture in the 
Baram highlands of northern 
Sarawak. 

“We are proud to partner with 
Planet QEOS on a project that 
reflects the future of sustainable 
infrastructure development in 
Malaysia. What sets the Baram 
DeepTech Energy Programme apart is 
its ability to deliver benefits beyond 
clean energy generation by integrating 
renewable energy, food production 
and community development into a 
single ecosystem,” said EFS Group 
CEO Darren Tan.

“The same solar-plus-BESS capa-
bility underpinning that work is 
exactly what Malaysia’s data centre 
sector will need as demand catches 
up to committed capacity, because 
pairing solar with battery storage 
transforms renewable energy from a 
daytime resource into dependable 
infrastructure capable of supporting 
continuous operations. 

That pairing of solar generation 
with battery storage is, in EFS 
Group’s view, part of the equation 
Malaysia’s data centre buildout 
cannot afford to treat as optional. 
That pairing of solar generation with 
BESS is, in EFS Group’s view, 
becoming a business imperative as 
Malaysia’s data centre industry 
expands.  

Solar without BESS is half a 
solution; it is the combination of the 
two that turns an intermittent 
resource into a dependable, round-
the-clock supply, and that com-
bination is increasingly becoming a 
practical consideration for operators 
seeking greater energy resilience, 
and not an upgrade layered on later.  

The scale of what the national 

grid is already absorbing makes the 
case sharper still: Tenaga Nasional 
Bhd’s capital expenditure is set to 
nearly double, from RM21 billion 
between 2022 and 2024 to RM43 
billion between 2025 and 2027, with 
the country needing up to 12GW of 
new generation capacity by 2031. 
Well-designed solar-plus-BESS can 
reduce peak demand on the grid, 
improve load management and 
lessen dependence on grid-supplied 
electricity during critical periods, 
making projects like Baram a direct, 
measurable contribution to national 
energy security rather than simply a 
private cost-saving exercise.  

That resilience is also becoming a 
condition of investment, not just a 
talking point. The government has 
confirmed that RM280 billion in data 
centre investment has been pledged 
to Malaysia, but only RM131 billion 
of that has been realised so far, with 
authorities now tightening scrutiny 
on the remaining gap to identify 
operators genuinely committed to 
building here. 

Malaysia’s industrial growth will in-
creasingly depend on integrated energy 
solutions rather than standalone power 
generation. 

“Solar-plus-BESS will become a 
fundamental part of how data centres, 
manufacturers and industrial parks plan 
for long-term resilience.” 


