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KUALA LUMPUR (July 7): The gov-
ernment is proposing several amend-
ments to its rice control law that will 
give it the ability to better enforce price 
controls on the grain.

The Control of Padi and Rice 
(Amendment) Bill 2026, tabled in De-
wan Rakyat on Tuesday, proposes em-
powering the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food Security to prescribe rice grades 
and their corresponding price controls.

Rice is a controlled item in Malaysia, 
meaning its movement and pricing are 
regulated by the government. Currently, 
local white rice is capped at a retail price 
of RM2.60 per kilogramme.

If the amendments go through, !nes 
for offences or non-compliance with the 
Control of Padi and Rice Act 1994 will 
also see a substantial jump.

Under the current law, general pen-
alties stand at up to RM15,000 (!rst of-
fence) and RM25,000 (repeat offences) 
for individuals, while companies face up 
to RM25,000 and RM50,000.

Fines are now proposed to be in-
creased to RM250,000 (!rst offence) and 
RM500,000 (repeat offences) for individ-
uals, while companies can be penalised 
by up to RM500,000 and RM1 million.

The proposed amendments also in-
clude empowering the minister to make 
regulations relating to the licensing of 
paddy purchasers, prescription of rice 
grades and the price control for graded 
rice, as well as matters relating to the 
prohibition, regulation or control of the 
movement of paddy or rice.

The amendments also proposed 
that breaches of the regulations be 
deemed an offence that carries a !ne 
of up to RM15,000 or a jail term of 
up to six months.

Agriculture and Food Security Min-
ister Datuk Seri Mohamad Sabu, who 
tabled the bill, said its second and third 
readings will be held during this par-
liamentary session — which runs un-
til July 16.
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PUTRAJAYA (July 7): Health in"ation in 
Malaysia increased to 3% in 2025 from 
1.4% the previous year, driven by rising 
healthcare service costs.

Chief Statistician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd 
Uzir Mahidin said the Preliminary Re-
port of the Malaysia Health Price Index 
(IHK) 2025 released on Tuesday showed 
that the health services category recorded 
the highest increase at 4.4%, compared 
with 0.9% in 2024.

He said the increase was mainly driv-
en by a 9% rise in insurance expenditure.

Meanwhile, in"ation for medicines rose 
to 2.7% from 2.2% in 2024, while health 
equipment increased to 1.2% from 0.6%.

The Medicines category is the largest 
component of household health expendi-
ture in Malaysia, accounting for 38.9% of 
the IHK weighting,” he said in a statement.

Mohd Uzir said Malaysia’s IHK covers 
health-related components from several 
consumer price index (CPI) groups, while 
other countries measure health in"ation 
based on the health category in their re-
spective CPI.

KUALA LUMPUR (July 7): Niche Cap-
ital Emas Holdings Bhd (KL:NICE) said 
its joint development partner, Greensnow 
Consolidated Bhd, has secured an interim 
manufacturing licence from the Ministry 
of Investment, Trade and Industry (Miti) 
to process rare earth carbonate into rare 
earth oxide — the specialised chemical 
powders used in modern high-tech and 
green technologies — at its plant in Ge-
beng, Kuantan.

The approval comes as the two compa-
nies advance their rare earth collaboration, 
following a memorandum of understand-
ing signed in May, a joint development 
agreement in June to develop an ion-ad-
sorption clay rare earth project spanning 
about 2,000 acres in Sungai Jeli, Kelan-
tan, and a subsequent memorandum with 
StrategicREM LLC to negotiate an offtake 
agreement for minerals produced from 
the project.

According to Niche Capital’s bourse 
!ling, the interim licence was granted to 
Greensnow Consolidated’s wholly owned 

He said health in"ation rates in selected 
countries in 2025 ranged between negative 
0.8% and 5.3%.

“Vietnam recorded a higher health in-
"ation rate at 5.3% compared with Ma-
laysia’s 3%, while Thailand recorded the 
lowest rate at negative 0.8%,” he said.

Mohd Uzir said the IHK served as an 
important reference for measuring changes 
in prices of health-related goods and ser-
vices in relation to household spending.

“The statistics can help the government, 
stakeholders and the public identify trends 
in healthcare cost changes, supporting 
more effective planning, implementation 
and monitoring of health in"ation.

“The IHK also complements the gov-
ernment’s efforts to improve healthcare 
service delivery by providing more com-
prehensive and relevant statistics to meet 
current needs,” he said.
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subsidiary, Greensnow Precision Sdn Bhd 
(GPSB), on June 26.

The licence is subject to several con-
ditions, including maintaining a mini-
mum capital investment per employee 
of RM140,000, ensuring at least 80% of 
GPSB’s workforce comprises Malaysians 
and providing technology transfer training 
to local employees.
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