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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s total trade in 
May 2026 rose by 29.8% year-on-year to 
RM327.6 billion from RM252.5 billion a year 
ago, driven by stronger growth in both 
exports and imports, the Department of 
Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) said. 

Malaysia’s exports grew 45.3% valued at 
RM184 billion, and imports rose 14.1% 
amounting to RM143.6 billion, while trade 
surplus surged by 5,214% to RM40.4 billion 
in the month reviewed. 

Chief Statistician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir 
Mahidin said the growth in exports was 
supported by the increases in both re-exports 
and domestic exports.  

“Re-exports, which accounted for 22.2% of 
total exports, rose by 58.4% year-on-year to 
RM40.9 billion. Domestic exports, which 
contributed 77.8% to total exports, 
expanded by 42% to RM143.1 billion,” he said 
in a statement in conjunction with the 
release of Malaysia External Trade Statistics 
for May 2026 yesterday. 

Correspondingly, imports increased 
14.1% to RM143.6 billion, while the trade 
surplus increased by 5,214% to RM40.4 
billion, marking the 73rd consecutive month 
of surplus since May 2020. 

Compared with April 2026, exports and 
trade surplus grew by 0.4% and 38.2%, 
respectively, while imports and total trade 
decreased 6.8% and 2.9%, respectively, he 
said. 

Mohd Uzir said total trade, exports and 
imports for the January to May 2026 period 
registered an improvement.  

Total trade posted a double-digit increase 

of 18.3%, from RM1.2 trillion to RM1.5 
trillion, in line with the rise in exports (24.3%) 
as well as imports (11.8%).  

Moreover, the trade surplus expanded by 
182.9% to post a value of RM132.8 billion.  

“During the first five months of 2026, 
Malaysia recorded its highest cumulative 
trade value (exports and imports) of RM1.5 
trillion, surpassing the total trade value of 
RM1.4 trillion recorded for the entire of 2014, 
12 years ago,” said the chief statistician. 

From the perspective of commodity 
groups, 111 out of 260 export groups and 132 
out of 258 import groups posted gains 
compared to the same month of the previous 
year. 

Mohd Uzir said the rise in exports was 
primarily underpinned by increased 
shipments to the United States (RM18.3 
billion), followed by Singapore (RM7.4 
billion), Hong Kong (RM6.8 billion), Taiwan 
(RM6.2 billion), European Union (RM4.7 
billion), China (RM4.2 billion) and Mexico 
(RM1.9 billion).  

The import rise largely reflected higher 
inflows originating from China (RM11.3 
billion), followed by Singapore (RM5.6 
billion), Taiwan (RM3.7 billion), Thailand 
(RM1.4 billion), European Union (RM1.4 
billion), Vietnam (RM1.1 billion) and Japan 
(RM943.4 million). 

Export growth was anchored by 
heightened shipments of electrical and 
electronic (E&E) products (RM37.9 billion), 
other manufactures (RM10.3 billion), 
petroleum products (RM6 billion), liquefied 
natural gas (LNG, RM2.7 billion), optical and 
scientific equipment (RM2.3 billion) and 
machinery, equipment and parts (RM990.5 
million).  

Concurrently, imports corresponded with 
stronger inflows of E&E products (RM11.6 
billion), petroleum products (RM3  billion), 
other manufacturing (RM2.2 billion), 
machinery, equipment and parts (RM1.3 
billion), chemical and chemical products 
(RM985.8 million), and optical and scientific 
equipment (RM750.1 million). 

Mohd Uzir noted that the increase in 
imports by end use was in accordance with 
higher demand for intermediate goods. 
Imports of intermediate goods, which 
accounted for 51.9% of total imports, 
increased by 14.4% or RM9.4 billion to reach 
RM74.5 billion.  

However, imports of capital goods (12.9% 
of total imports) fell by 18.3% or RM4.2 
billion, settling at RM18.5 billion, whereas 
imports of consumption goods (6.8% of total 
imports) declined by 2.7% or RM274.2 
million, amounting to RM9.8 billion 
compared with May 2025. – Bernama

May trade increases 30% 
year-on-year to RM327.6b

oSurplus surges by 5,214% to RM40.4b, 73rd consecutive 
month of positive balance: DOSM

Malaysia’s NCIA and Scotland’s manufacturing institute forge collaboration
PETALING JAYA: Northern Corridor 
Implementation Authority (NCIA) and the 
National Manufacturing Institute Scotland 
(NMIS) have signed a memorandum of 
collaboration (MoC) to strengthen cooperation 
in advancing high-value manufacturing, 
advanced services, semiconductor innovation, 
talent and ecosystem development in moving 
up the value chain within the Northern Corridor 
Economic Region (NCER) of Peninsular 
Malaysia. 

The five-year collaboration, spanning 2026 
to 2031, will leverage the NCER Technology 
Innovation Centre (NTIC) programmes and the 
latest initiative, the Advanced Packaging 
Institute and Research Centre (APIRC), serve as 
key platforms to accelerate research, 
development, commercialisation and inno-
vation activities, while supporting the growth 
of LLCs (large local companies) and SMEs. 

The collaboration will focus on strategic 
sectors such as electrical and electronics, 
semiconductors, aerospace, automotive, 
logistics and digital economy, along with 
emerging technologies, including advanced 
packaging, power electronics and silicon 
photonics. 

NMIS will also support the facilitation and 
promotion of collaboration activities in the 
industry clusters and in the ecosystem 
development in the NCER thematic industrial 
parks, such as Chuping Valley Industrial Area, 
Kedah Rubber City and Kedah Science and 
Technology Park, through NTIC programmes 
and initiatives. 

Under the MoC, NMIS will provide strategic 
advisory, facilitate industry-research colla-
borations, and drive deep technology adoption 
among LLCs and SMEs.               

NTIC will coordinate activities via APIRC to 

strengthen the value chain ecosystem in NCER.  
The collaboration will also support APIRC’s 

goal of achieving RM8.5 billion in new 
investments and the development of 12 local 
companies within the advanced packaging 
ecosystem by 2030. 

NCIA chief executive Datuk Mohamad Haris 
Kader Sultan said the collaboration marks a key 
milestone in positioning the Northern Corridor 
as a leading hub for advanced manufacturing 
and semiconductor innovation.  

“Through NTIC and APIRC, we are building a 
comprehensive ecosystem to accelerate 
innovation, strengthen local capabilities, and 

enable our LLCs and SMEs to move up the 
global value chain. 

“NMIS brings world-class expertise in 
advanced manufacturing and technology 
commercialisation. By combining our strengths, 
we will create greater opportunities for talent 
development, industry collaboration and 
investment attraction, further reinforcing NCER’s 
competitiveness in high-value industries.

“We aim to shorten the innovation cycle for 
local companies by providing access to global 
expertise, advanced technologies and strategic 
industry networks.  

“This will enable our LLCs, SMEs and industry 

players to achieve competitive development 
costs, accelerate commercialisation and 
compete more effectively in the rapidly 
evolving global semiconductor and advanced 
manufacturing landscape,” he said. 

British Deputy High Commissioner to 
Malaysia David Wallace said NMIS is pleased to 
partner with NCIA in developing a dynamic 
manufacturing and semiconductor ecosystem 
in Malaysia’s Northern Corridor.  

“We are impressed by NTIC and APIRC’s 
capabilities and see strong potential in 
advanced packaging, power electronics, and 
compound semiconductors. 

“This partnership reflects our shared 
commitment to accelerating innovation, 

developing future-ready talent and helping 
businesses adopt advanced technologies that 
will enhance productivity, competitiveness and 
sustainable growth,“ he said. 

The collaboration is expected to strengthen 
international knowledge exchange, foster 
tech-nology transfer and create new 
opportunities for industry participation, 
supporting Malaysia’s aspirations to move 
further up the semiconductor value chain 
while enhancing the NCER’s position as a 
regional centre for advanced manufacturing 
and innovation. 

The programmes offered under NTIC include 
the Advanced Technology Meister Programme, 
Technology and Innovation, Centre of 
Excellence (CoE), Industry-Driven Technology 
Module  and Industry Competency Fast-Track 
Programme.  

Meanwhile, APIRC, a strategic collaboration 
between NCIA and Silicon Connect Sdn Bhd 
(NTIC’s CoE provider), delivers advanced 
packaging solutions covering design, proto-
typing, and chip sample production.

iCents bags data 
centre products 
deal in Indonesia
PETALING JAYA: iCents Group Holdings Bhd’s 
wholly owned subsidiary, VC Engineering Sdn 
Bhd, secured a contract worth about RM6.95 
million from an Indonesia-based construction 
company to undertake the supply and 
delivery of data centre products in Indonesia. 

The agreement, which took effect on June 17, 
is expected to contribute positively to the group’s 
earnings from the financial year ending June 
30, 2026 until the completion of the project. 

iCents Group managing director Vincent 
Ong Mum Fei said the contract represents 
another important milestone in streng-
thening presence within Southeast Asia’s fast-
growing data centre industry.  

“Indonesia is one of the region’s most 
promising digital infrastructure markets, and 
this award reflects our growing capabilities in 
delivering specialised products and solutions 
for mission-critical facilities.  

“As artificial intelligence (AI) adoption, 
cloud computing and digitalisation continue 
to accelerate across the region, we remain 
committed to supporting the evolving 
requirements of data centre operators with 
high-quality engineering solutions,” he said. 

iCents Group specialises in the design, 
engineering, procurement, construction and 
commissioning, qualification and validation of 
cleanrooms, and the manufacture of 
cleanroom fixtures and related products.

Commenting further on the deal, 
executive director Foo Siang Leng said the 
contract strengthens the group’s regional 
project portfolio and demonstrates the 
confidence customers have in its technical 
capabilities and execution track record.  

“We will continue to focus on delivering the 
project efficiently while pursuing additional 
opportunities arising from the increasing 
investments in digital infrastructure across 
Southeast Asia.” 

NCIA COO Hasri A Hasan (left) exchanging the memorandum of collaboration with Wallace, witnessed 
by Economy Minister Akmal Nasrullah Mohd Nasir (centre) and Mohamad Haris (second from right).


