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KUALA LUMPUR: Wastech Group Sdn Bhd is 
positioning Malaysia as a regional hub for 
advanced fertiliser technology through plans to 
establish a controlled-release fertiliser coating 
plant and expand its crop-specific blending 
capabilities. 

Its executive director, Nicholas Hii said the 
initiative, undertaken through a strategic joint-
venture with United States-based Pursell Agri-
Tech, would bring premium fertiliser coating 
technology closer to growers in Malaysia and the 
wider Southeast Asian region. 

He said the move comes as the agriculture 
industry faces increasing pressure from rising 
input costs, supply chain disruptions and the 
need to improve productivity with limited 

resources. 
“We believe the current environment is 

accelerating a longer-term shift towards 
efficiency, technology adoption and supply 
resilience in Malaysian agriculture. 

“Malaysia will continue to rely on certain 
imported fertiliser raw materials, but there is a 
strong case for building more local value-added 
capabilities,” he said in an exclusive interview 
with Bernama recently. 

Hii said the planned Malaysia-based coating 
plant would not only support domestic demand 
but also strengthen the country’s role in the 
regional agricultural supply chain. 

He said the initiative would be further 
supported by Wastech’s fertiliser blending 

facilities in Port Klang and a planned facility in 
Bintulu, Sarawak. 

“These facilities will enable the company to 
develop customised fertiliser formulations 
tailored to specific crops, soil conditions and 
regional requirements. 

“A Malaysia-based coating plant can help 
reduce reliance on imported finished specialty 
fertilisers, shorten supply chains, improve 
responsiveness to customer requirements, and 
create more customised solutions for different 
crops and soil conditions across Southeast Asia,” 
he said. 

Hii noted that agriculture is increasingly 
moving towards integrated solutions that 
combine crop nutrition, irrigation, water 

management and agronomy services. 
Efficiency improvements could no longer rely 

solely on fertiliser innovation, as water 
management and precision agriculture are 
becoming equally important in improving farm 
productivity and sustainability. 

“We believe the future of agriculture will be 
driven by integrated solutions, not standalone 
products,” he said. 

Founded in 1984, Wastech is an integrated 
agritech, specialty fertiliser and water 
engineering solutions provider. 

Its products include controlled-release 
fertilisers under the Multigreen brand, 
micronutrients, bio-stimulants and precision 
agriculture solutions.

thesun.my

Contact us now for special deals on digital, video and print advertising.
03-7784 6688 advertise@thesundaily.com

Education retains its importance in the Malaysian landscape for parents, 
students and stakeholders. The changes are fast paced with new developments 
in new fields of study such as cybersecurity, data protection, augmented and 
virtual reality, machine learning in education, digital education and artificial 
Intelligence. Leading the way are universities, who are invited to showcase their 
latest programmes, curriculum and content in our Education Focus for 2026.

Wastech eyes Malaysia as regional hub for advanced fertiliser tech

April natural rubber 
output down 8.8% 
from previous month
KUALA LUMPUR:  Malaysia’s natural rubber 
(NR) production decreased by 8.8% to 18,515 
tonnes in April 2026 from 20,310 tonnes in 
March 2026, according to the Department of 
Statistics Malaysia (DoSM). 

In a statement yesterday, chief statistician 
Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir Mahidin said NR 
production in April 2026 was mainly 
contributed by smallholders (88.5%) and 
estates (11.5%). 

“On a year-on-year (y-o-y) basis, NR 
production increased by 2.8% from 18,008 
tonnes in April 2025,” he said. 

DoSM said total NR stocks decreased by 
6.2% month-on-month (m-o-m) to 130,698 
tonnes (March 2026: 139,387 tonnes).  

“Rubber processors factory accounted for 
76.9% of the stocks, followed by rubber 
consumers factory (23.0%) and rubber 
estates (0.1%),” it said. 

Meanwhile, exports of Malaysia’s NR rose 
by 12.7% m-o-m to 37,360 tonnes in April 
2026 (March 2026: 33,137 tonnes). 

DoSM said China remained the main NR 
export destination, accounting for 50.8% of 
total exports in April 2026, followed by 
Germany (15.8%), the United States (4.7%), 
the United Arab Emirates (4.2%) and Portugal 
(3.7%).  

“The export performance was contributed 
by NR-based products such as rubber gloves, 
tyres, tubes, and rubber thread.  

“Rubber gloves were the main export 
rubber-based product, worth RM1.4 billion in 
April 2026, an increase of 52.4% m-o-m 
(March 2026: RM920 million),” it said. 

i-City and TwinMatrix 
collaborate on AI Living

SHAH ALAM: As artificial intelligence 
increasingly becomes embedded into everyday 
life, i-City is taking another step towards 
shaping future AI-enhanced urban experiences 
through a collaboration with Singapore-based 
TwinMatrix Technologies focused on selected 
experiential AI, avatar interaction and spatial 
intelligence concepts. 

Rather than focusing solely on automation or 
isolated smart technologies, the collaboration 
will explore selected resident-facing AI 
interaction concepts designed to create more 
intuitive and immersive living experiences 
across connected environments. 

The goal is to develop an AI companion to 
provide the eyes and face of AI Living, the 
world’s first AI and Robotics residential 
development and may include intuitive avatar-
based interaction and engagement; advanced 
spatial intelligence for seamless navigation; and 
contextual assistance tailored to daily 
residential needs. 

The initiative is intended primarily as an 

oPartnership will explore 
selected resident-facing 
AI interaction concepts experiential and interaction framework 

supporting the development of selected AI 
Companion concepts complementing the 
broader AI Living Urban Intelligence Platform 
being co-developed with Mesiniaga. 

According to I-Berhad director, Datuk Eu 
Hong Chew, the collaboration reflects i-City’s 
belief that future urban environments will 
increasingly combine intelligent infrastructure 
with more natural and intuitive human 
interaction experiences. 

“We have recently unveiled our plans to 
develop an Urban Intelligence Platform (or 
brain) intended to orchestrate future robotics, 
wellness, mobility and intelligent environment.  

“With part of this broader direction, we are 
now exploring what we describe as the 
experiential layer of future AI-enabled living 
environments — the resident-facing interaction 
experience that makes technology feel more 
seamless, intuitive and human-centric,” he 
added. 

He said TwinMatrix specialises in spatial 
intelligence, digital twin environments, 
immersive interaction systems and AI-
enhanced experiential technologies supporting 

next-generation built environments.” 
According to Eric Liu, the American founder 

and CEO of TwinMatrix, the collaboration 
represents an opportunity to explore how AI-
enhanced interaction experiences may evolve 
within future residential and mixed-use 
environments. 

“Our experience at complex destinations 
such as Changi Airport and Resorts World 
Sentosa has shown that the future of intelligent 
environments is not simply about digitising 
buildings, but about helping people navigate 
places, services and experiences more 
naturally,” he said. 

“At i-City, we see an opportunity to extend 
this approach beyond individual assets to an 
entire urban ecosystem. Through spatial 
intelligence and digital twin technology, we can 
integrate offices, residences, retail, hospitality 
destinations and the LRT3 station serving i-City 
into a single digital environment.” 

The result, he said, is an AI companion that 
understands not only where a person is, but 
where they are trying to go, what services they 
may need, and how to create a more seamless 
journey across the i-City ecosystem. 

i-City believes that over time, the 
convergence of intelligent infrastructure, spatial 
technologies and AI-enhanced interaction 
experiences will help shape the future evolution 
of AI-enabled urban environments.


