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KUALA LUMPUR: The Defence Ministry has 
established a special committee to assess legal 
action and the amount of compensation to be 
claimed following the cancellation of the Naval 
Strike Missile (NSM) procurement contract. 

Defence Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed 
Khaled Nordin said the move is necessary as the 
government had already paid nearly 95% of the 
contract value, amounting to more than RM500 
million. 

“A special committee at the ministry level has 
been set up to detail the claims which involve 
not only the refund of the original payment but 
also compensation arising from breach of 
contract.” 

He was speaking after launching the Prowira 
Ready-to-Work Graduates programme and the 
Armed Forces Fund Board Foundation 
Education initiative yesterday. 

Mohamed Khaled said the ministry is also 
evaluating several alternatives to replace the 

NSM system. 
He said another committee has also been 

formed to study suitable replacement systems 
that could be supplied within a short timeframe. 

However, he added that the process is not 
straightforward as the missile system must be 
compatible with the existing communication, 
electrical and operational systems of the littoral 
combat ships (LCS) of the navy. 

He said the integration process for the new 
system is expected to take several months. 

Mohamed Khaled said the cancellation of 
the NSM contract would not affect the delivery 
schedule of the first LCS – KD Maharajalela in 
December, Bernama reported. 

“The LCS programme will continue as 
planned, except that the vessel will not initially 
be equipped with a surface-to-surface missile 
system.” 

Earlier, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim had expressed Malaysia’s vehement 

objection to Norway’s unilateral and 
unacceptable decision to revoke the export 
licence for the NSM system and its associated 
launcher systems, ostensibly to protect 
Norway’s security. 

In a Facebook post, Anwar said the matter 
was conveyed in a telephone conversation with 
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store. 

He said Malaysia has honoured every 
obligation under the contract since 2018, 
scrupulously, faithfully and without 
equivocation. 

“Norway, it appears, has not felt compelled 
to extend us the same courtesy and 
demonstration of good faith.” 

Anwar said he made it plain that this 
decision would have grave consequences for 
Malaysia’s defence operational readiness and 
the LCS modernisation programme. 

“Signed contracts are solemn instruments. 
They are not confetti to be scattered in so 
capricious a manner.” 

He said if European defence suppliers 
reserve the right to renege with impunity, their 
value as strategic partners flies out the window. 

The Norwegian Foreign Ministry has 
reportedly withdrawn several export licences 
related to certain technologies as part of the 
country’s move to tighten export controls.

Sultan Nazrin opens RM162m Seri Iskandar Hospital
SERI ISKANDAR: The Sultan of Perak Sultan 
Nazrin Shah yesterday officiated at the opening 
of Seri Iskandar Hospital, a new healthcare 
facility aimed at improving access to specialist 
treatment for communities in central Perak. 

His Royal Highness was accompanied by the 
Raja Permaisuri of Perak Tuanku Zara Salim. 

Also present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri 
Saarani Mohamad, Health Minister Datuk Seri 
Dzulkefly Ahmad and Health Deputy Minister 

Datuk Hanifah Hajar Taib. 
Sultan Nazrin also signed a 

commemorative plaque to mark the official 
opening before touring the hospital and 
exhibition gallery. 

Dzulkefly said the RM162.3 million hospital 
had been fully operational since December 
2024 and had already treated nearly 40,000 
patients. 

“In the past, elderly residents from Pasir 

Salak or mothers from Pulau Tiga had to travel 
long distances to seek specialist treatment. 
Today, a world-class healthcare facility is 
available much closer to them.”

He said the hospital currently has 401 staff, 
including five specialists in internal medicine 
and emergency care. 

The facility also features specialised sections 
such as a maternity ward, haemodialysis unit 
and high dependency unit. – Bernama 

Panel formed to address 
missile contract cancellation
oCommittee to assess legal action, refund of RM500 
million already paid and compensation for breach of 
procurement agreement, says minister

New MyKad rollout will not disrupt govt aid distribution: NRD
PUTRAJAYA: The replacement process for the new 
MyKad, beginning next month, will not disrupt 
government aid programmes that use MyKad 
such as Sumbangan Asas Rahmah (Sara) and Budi 
Madani Ron95 (Budi95). 

The National Registration Department (NRD) 

said it would ensure that aid recipients in the 
system remain intact, and no eligible recipient 
would be left out during the transition process. 

“The department has established close 
cooperation with various ministries and agencies 
responsible for distributing aid to ensure that the 

integrity of the data shared remains intact. 
“The migration of information will take place 

automatically within the central database system,  
ensuring assistance will continue,” it said in a 
statement. 

The statement was issued in response to 

concerns regarding possible technical disruptions 
or omission of names from the list of aid recipients. 

The public is advised not to be misled by 
rumours claiming that assistance would be 
stopped if the card is not replaced immediately.  
–  Bernama

King grants audience 
to actress Bingbing
KUALA LUMPUR: His Majesty the King of 
Malaysia Sultan Ibrahim has granted an 
audience to renowned international actress and 
Malacca Tourism Friendship Ambassador Datuk 
Fan Bingbing. 

The lead actress of the film Mother Bhumi 
plays a role in promoting Malaysia through the 
international film industry. 

According to a post on the Sultan Ibrahim 
Sultan Iskandar Facebook page, the audience 
with His Majesty took place at Istana Pasir 
Pelangi in Johor Bahru on Tuesday. 

Also present were Mother Bhumi producer 
Wong Kew Soon, its director Chong Keat Aun, 
who has won various international awards, and 
Fan’s manager, Johor-born Jersey Chong. 

The film has earned international recognition 
and brought honour to Malaysia at the Golden 
Horse Awards, Tokyo International Film Festival 
and Far East Film Festival. – Bernama

Malaysian 
population 
estimated 
at 34.4 million
PUTRAJAYA: The total population of Malaysia 
was estimated at 34.4 million in the first quarter of 
this year (1Q26) compared with 34.2 million in the 
same period last year, with a slower growth of 
0.5%, according to the demographic statistics for 
1Q 2026 released by the Statistics Department 
yesterday. 

Chief Statistician Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir 
Mahidin said the male population increased to  
18 million from 17.9 million in 1Q26, and the 
female population rose to 16.3 million from 16.2 
million in the same period a year ago. 

“The sex ratio was 110 males for every 100 
females. The composition of the old age 
population (65 years and over) increased from 
7.9% to 8%. 

“The young age population (1-14 years) 
recorded a decrease from 21.8% to 21.6%. The 
working age population (15-64 years) increased 
from 70.3% to 70.4% during the same period,” he 
said in a statement yesterday. 

By ethnicity, Malays accounted for 58.3% of 
the population in 1Q26 compared with 58.2% in 
1Q25. 

The proportion of “Other Bumiputera” (Sabah, 
Sarawak and Peninsular Malaysia) and Indians 
remained unchanged at 12.3% and 6.5% 
respectively, while Chinese decreased to 22.1% 
from 22.2% in the corresponding quarter of 2025. 

Mohd Uzir said the number of live births 
declined to 94,807 births from 97,843 in 1Q25, 
with male babies (49,137) outnumbering female 
babies (45,670). 

He said Selangor recorded the highest live 
births (17,990) while Labuan recorded the lowest 
(294). 

He added that 49,139 deaths were recorded in 
1Q26, a decrease of 1.5% from 49,863 in 1Q25, 
with Selangor having the highest number (8,042) 
while Putrajaya recorded the lowest (81). 

Population aged 60 years and over recorded 
the highest number of deaths (71.5%), followed 
by 41-59 years (19.9%), 15-40 years (6.8%) and  
1-14 years (1.8%). – Bernama

Sultan Nazrin and Tuanku Zara Salim arriving for the opening of the hospital yesterday. – BERNAMAPIC


