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Unit price of cement 
rises in December

PUTRAJAYA: The unit price index of 
cement recorded an increase in 
December 2025, ranging from 1.2% 
to 3.2% as compared to the previous 
month, said Chief Statistician 
Malaysia Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Uzir 
Mahidin.  

He added that the highest 
increase in the price index of this 
material was recorded in Terengganu 
and Kelantan (3.2%), followed by 
Penang, Kedah and Perlis (1.8%) and 
Pahang (1.6%).

He also said that the unit price 
index of sand showed a slight increase 
in December 2025, with month-on-
month change ranging from 0.1% to 
4.8% in all areas in Peninsular 
Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak.  

The unit price index of steel 
recorded a slight increase in 
December 2025, ranging from 0.1% 
to 1% as compared to the previous 
month. In addition, the price index 
of steel and metal sections also 
registered an increase in December 
2025, with month-on-month 
changes between 0.1% to 1.1% 
across all areas in Peninsular 
Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. 

An annual comparison for the 
period of December 2024 and 
December 2025 has indicated that 
the unit price index for steel 
recorded a decline ranging from -
3.2% to -7.1% involving most areas 
in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and 
Sarawak.  

The highest decrease in the unit 
price index for steel was observed in 
Sibu (-7.1%) and followed by 
Penang, Kedah and Perlis (-6.8%) 
and Kota Kinabalu (-6.5%).  

Nevertheless, the year-on-year 
comparison of the unit price index 
of cement increased between 2% to 
6.1% in December 2025 as 
compared to the same month last 
year across all areas in Peninsular 
Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak.  

The highest increase was seen in 
Pahang (6.1%) followed by Tawau 
(5.4%) and Sandakan (5%). 

Mohd Uzir said that the average 
price per unit of steel, consisting of 
mild steel round bars and Mycon 60 
high tensile deformed bars, 
recorded a slight increase of 0.1% 
with an average price of RM3,512.10 
per metric tonne as compared to the 
previous month (Nov 2025: 
RM3,509.60 per metric tonne). 

In addition, the average price of 
Ordinary Portland cement showed 
an increase (0.8%) with an average 
price of RM24.55 per 50kg bag, as 
compared to November 2025 
(RM24.35 per 50kg bag). 

A monthly comparison of BCI 
with steel bars for all building 
categories in Peninsular Malaysia 
recorded a slight increase ranging 
from 0.1% to 2% in December 2025 

NSIP wins Asia Record for first AI command centre
KUALA LUMPUR: NCT Group of 
Companies has been awarded the 
Asia Record for establishing the first 
AI Command Centre in a Managed 
Smart Eco-Industrial Park (2025) at its 
flagship development, NCT Smart 
Industrial Park (NSIP). 

The recognition by Asia Records 
honours achievements that 
demonstrate innovation, excellence 
and regional impact across Asia. 

The Asia Record recognises NSIP’s 
pioneering approach to industrial 
park management by embedding 
artificial intelligence (AI) at the core of 
its operations. The AI Command 
Centre enables centralised oversight 
of infrastructure and park operations 
through real-time data analytics, 

predictive insights and intelligent 
automation. 

In a statement yesterday, NCT 
Group said, it aims to enhance 
operational efficiency, support 
informed decision-making, and 
boost environmental performance, 
as NSIP continues to set new 
benchmarks for managed industrial 
parks across the region. 

NCT Group founder and managing 
director Datuk Seri Yap Ngan Choy 
said, “We are honoured to receive this 
recognition for NSIP. At NCT Group, we 
see industrial development as a 
foundation to shape how economies 
grow responsibly. This recognition 
reinforces our commitment to 
creating environments where 

innovation, sustainability and long-
term value creation progress together. 
Anchored by initiatives such as the AI 
Command Centre, our developments 
are positioned to support scalable 
growth, strengthen competitiveness 
and remain relevant across Asia.”

Designed as a managed smart eco-
industrial park, NSIP incorporates 
energy-efficient infrastructure, smart 
utilities management, renewable 
energy integration and 
environmentally responsible planning 
to support lower carbon intensity and 
more sustainable industrial 
operations. These initiatives align with 
NCT Group’s strategic direction to 
strengthen its role in advancing 
renewable energy adoption and low-

carbon solutions within Malaysia’s 
industrial sector and the wider region.

Located within Selangor’s 
Integrated Development Region in 
South Selangor, NSIP spans 732 acres 
and is guided by a Low Carbon City 
Framework that integrates energy 
efficiency, water conservation, waste 
management, enhanced mobility 
and carbon reduction initiatives. 
Designed to support sustainable 
industrial growth, NSIP offers an 
optimised business ecosystem for 
both local and international investors, 
reinforced by its strategic location, 
green infrastructure and digital-ready 
solutions that align with Malaysia’s 
vision for a future-ready industrial 
landscape.

SEPANG: AirAsia X (AAX) is set to 
resume its highly frequented flights 
connecting Malaysia to South Korea’s 
largest coastal city Busan, cementing 
its position as the only airline in 
Malaysia to offer direct connectivity 
between the two major cities.

Set to begin operations on June 17 
with a four times weekly frequency, 
this will mark the airline’s 21st 
destination and the second in South 
Korea, playing a vital role in stimulating 
new demand and strengthening AAX 
market leadership in North Asia.

AirAsia X CEO Benyamin Ismail 
said: “We’re thrilled to bring back this 
beloved route and proud to be the 
only airline in Malaysia operating 
direct flights from Kuala Lumpur to 
Busan, a city of many wonders. 
AirAsia X’s focus has always been on 
making long-haul travel more 
accessible and resuming this route 
reflects our disciplined approach to 
growing our network whilst enabling 
more travellers to enjoy new travel 
experiences and adventures.  

“Building on our current route to 
Seoul, Busan further enhances our 
footprint in South Korea as we 
continue expanding across North 
Asia, which remains our strongest 
growth region. Similarly, we are 
excited to welcome travellers from 
Busan to Malaysia, particularly in 
conjunction with Visit Malaysia 2026.” 

To celebrate the return to one of 
its most popular destinations, AAX is 
offering promotional fares between 
Kuala Lumpur and Busan from 
RM299 all-in one-way for economy 
or RM999  all-in one-way for the 
airline’s award-winning Premium 
Flatbed from now till Jan 18, for travel 
between June 17 and Nov 30. 

AirAsia X restarts
service to Busan

KUALA LUMPUR: Association of 
Islamic Banking and Financial 
Institutions Malaysia (AIBIM) has 
appointed Rafe Haneef, group CEO 
of MBSB Bank Bhd, as its new 
president effective  Jan 1 for the 
2025–2028 term, succeeding Datuk 
Mohd Muazzam Mohamed, who 
served as president from 2023 to 
2025. 

His appointment comes at a 
pivotal juncture as AIBIM embarks on 
the implementation of its 3-year 
strategic plan (2025–2027), which 
focuses on strengthening industry 
leadership, accelerating value-based 
intermediation, and enhancing 
Malaysia’s position as a global Islamic 
finance hub. 

Rafe will lead AIBIM in driving the 
strategic priorities under the plan, 
fostering stronger collaboration 
among members and stakeholders, 
and supporting initiatives that 
promote resilience, innovation, and 
long-term value creation across the 
Islamic banking and financial industry.

For the 2025–2028 term, the 
other AIBIM office bearers remain 
unchanged. 

Their continued appointments 
ensure leadership continuity, 
institutional stability, and the 
sustained momentum of AIBIM’s 
strategic and industry-wide initiatives.

AIBIM appoints 
Rafe Haneef as 
president for 
2025–28 term

as compared to the previous month. 
The increase for BCI with steel was 
recorded for all building categories 
and areas in Peninsular Malaysia. 

The BCI with steel bars in Sabah 
recorded a slight increase 0.1% to 
0.9% for all building categories in 
December 2025 as compared to the 
previous month.  

A month-on-month comparison 

of BCI with steel bars in Sarawak 
registered a slight decrease ranging 
from -0.1% to -0.2% for several 
categories of buildings in Sibu. 
Meanwhile, the BCI for steel bars in 
all categories in Kuching and Miri 
recorded increases ranging from 
0.1% to 0.5%. 

The Department of Statistics 
Malaysia is conducting the Economic 

Census 2026 themed Data Nadi 
Ekonomi Rakyat. The 6th Economic 
Census, running from Jan 5 to Oct 31 
aims to collect comprehensive, 
structured data from all registered 
and unregistered business 
establishments in Malaysia to assess 
the nation’s economic performance, 
structure and characteristics in an 
evidence-based manner.

oHigher by 1.2% to 3.2% from November, with sand and steel also 
showing increases


