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Curtain rises on Kinabatangan,
Lamag by-elections
KINABATANGAN: The 
nomination process for the 
Kinabatangan parliamentary and 
Lamag state by-elections will take 
place today at the Sri Lamag Hall. 

All prospective candidates 
who intend to contest may 
submit their  nomination forms 
at the Candidate Nomination 
Centre starting at 9am. 

The duration for submitting 
nomination papers will close an 
hour later, Bernama reported. 

Once the nomination process 
is completed, the returning 
officer will declare the candidates 
eligible to contest for both  
by-elections. 

The son of the late Datuk Seri 
Bung Moktar Radin, Mohd Naim 
Kurniawan, who is also  
Kinabatangan Umno Youth chief, 
has been named as the Barisan 
Nasional (BN) candidate for the 

oEC sets 14-day campaign period, with polling 
day on Jan 24 and early voting set for Jan 2o

Unemployment rate hit 11-year low in November 2025: Statistics Dept
PUTRAJAYA: The unemployment rate 
in November 2025 dropped to its 
lowest level in 11 years, reaching 
2.9%, with 518,400 people 
unemployed, according to the 
Statistics of the Labour Force Malaysia 
for November 2025 released by the 
Statistics Department yesterday. 

Chief statistician Datuk Seri Dr 
Mohd Uzir Mahidin said the last time 
the unemployment rate fell below 3% 
was in November 2014. 

He added that the improvement 
reflects the continued strengthening 
of the labour market, supported by 

stable economic conditions and 
demand for labour across key sectors. 

“The labour force expanded by 
0.2% to reach 17.61 million individuals 
in November 2025 compared with 
17.58 million in October 2025, while 
labour force participation rate during 
the month was unchanged at 70.9%.” 

He also said Malaysia’s labour 
market is expected to remain stable 
and continue to grow positively in the 
coming months, supported by 
emerging job opportunities in 
strategic sectors, ongoing reskilling 
and upskilling initiatives, and more 

balanced employment growth 
between urban and rural areas. 

“Therefore, the labour market is 
forecast to remain competitive, 
inclusive and resilient in 
addressing challenges, while 
leveraging opportunities from 
digital transformation and the 
green agenda.”

Mohd Uzir said the number of 
employed individuals continues to  
rise, growing 0.2% to 17.09 million 
compared with 17.06 million 
previously, while unemployed 
individuals decreased to 518,400 from 

518,900 in the previous month. 
He added that employees 

accounted for 74.8% of total 
employment, increasing to 12.78 
million individuals compared with 
12.76 million in October 2025, while 
own-account workers rose to  
3.26 million compared with 3.25 
million the previous month. 

He said employment growth 
remained broad-based, led by  
steady gains in the services sector, 
particularly in human health and 
social work, wholesale and retail 
trade, accommodation, as well as food 

and beverage services, while growth 
was also recorded in the agriculture, 
manufacturing, construction, mining 
and quarrying sectors. 

He also said the number of 
individuals working less than 30 hours 
per week rose to 237,000 in 
November 2025, compared with 
233,200 in October 2025, while time-
related underemployment increased 
to 129,900 individuals from 126,400. 

“Time-related underemployment 
rose to 0.8% in November 2025 
compared with 0.7% in October 2025.” 
– Bernama

RELAXING RIDE ... Tourists in trishaws taking in the charm of George Town in Penang. – BERNAMAPIC

Education Ministry 
mulls revival of 
UPSR, PT3 exams
PUTRAJAYA: The Education 
Ministry has activated the National 
Education Advisory Council to study 
the need to revive the Pentaksiran 
Tingkatan Tiga (PT3) and Ujian 
Pencapaian Sekolah Rendah (UPSR) 
examinations. 

Education Minister Fadhlina 
Sidek said the council’s findings 
would be presented to the  
Cabinet before any further decisions 
are made. 

“We will review the examinations 
as they remain a key concern among 
parents,” she said, adding that survey 
reports and recommendations 
would also be submitted to the 
Cabinet for deliberation. 

She said the study would be 
carried out soon. 

UPSR, a national examination to 
determine how well primary school 
pupils have done for their first six 
years, was abolished in 2021, 
followed by PT3 (for Form Three 
students) in 2022, with  
both replaced by school-based 
assessments. – Bernama

Councils move  
to curb misuse  
of honorific titles
KUALA LUMPUR: The Council of Justices 
of the Peace (JP) Selangor, together with 
Majlis Datuk Dato’ Malaysia and Majlis 
Datuk Persekutuan Malaysia, have agreed 
to strengthen strategic collaboration to 
uphold public integrity and curb the 
misuse of honorific titles. 

The historic milestone was reached 
during a recent joint dialogue session, 
marking a step forward in inter-council 
cooperation and coordinated action in  
national interest. 

The meeting was chaired by Council 
of JP Selangor president Datuk Ng Seong 
Liong and co-led by Majlis Datuk Dato’ 
Malaysia president Datuk Samson 
Maman and Majlis Datuk Persekutuan 
Malaysia vice-president Datuk Seri 
Irmohizam Ibrahim, with MCA Public 
Services and Complaints Department 
head Datuk Seri Michael Chong also in 
attendance. 

In a statement, the Council of JP 
Selangor said the dialogue reflected a 
collective commitment for sustained 
collaboration to uphold integrity, protect 
public trust and safeguard the dignity of 
legitimately conferred titles. 

“In recent years, the councils have 
observed a growing and concerning 
trend involving individuals who falsely or 
without authorisation claim honorific 
titles such as Dato’, Datuk, Dato’ Seri, 
Datuk Seri, JP or even Tan Sri. 

“Many of these individuals 
deliberately pose for photographs with 
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, rulers, 
governors, the prime minister, ministers,
yang berhormat, menteri besar, senior 
officers or public figures, and 
subsequently post such images on social 
media to create a false impression of 
legitimacy, recognition or endorsement.” 

The statement added that such tactics 
have been used to deceive investors, gain 
undue trust and secure personal or 
financial advantage, with some cases 
involving the installation of blue strobe 
lights on vehicles, falsely portraying 
authority linked to police or royalty-
related escorts. 

Other cases that have been identified 
involve the use of fake or unauthorised 
uniforms, logos, emblems or insignia, 
display of fake or unauthorised titles on 
name cards, vehicles, company records, 
documents and event backdrops, as well 
as false claims of professional or 
association status, including lawyers, 
consultants, advisors or councils, without 
valid accreditation. 

“These actions constitute deliberate 
misrepresentation that undermines 
public confidence, damages itegrity and 
exposes individuals, businesses and 
investors to serious risk.” – Bernama

Kinabatangan parliamentary 
seat. 

For the Lamag state seat, BN  
has named former independent 
candidate in the recent Sabah 
state polls, Mohd Ismail Ayob, as 
a representative. 

Parti Warisan has named 
former Sukau assemblyman 
Datuk Saddi Abdul Rahman as its 
candidate for the Kinabatangan 
seat, while party supreme council 
member Mazliwati Abdul Malek 
has been named as the candidate 
for the Lamag seat. 

The by-elections are being 
held following the death of the 
incumbent, Bung Moktar, on  
Dec 5, 2025. 

The Election Commission 
(EC) has set a 14-day campaign 
period starting after the 
declaration of candidates today 
until 11.59pm on Jan 23. 

The by-elections will  
involve 48,722 registered voters, 
comprising 48,526 regular voters 
and 196 police personnel and 
their spouses as early voters. 

A total of 36 regular polling 
centres with 117 channels and 
one early polling centre with one 
channel will be activated. 

The EC has set polling day  
for both by-elections on Jan 24  
while early voting is scheduled 
for Jan 20. 

Meanwhile, the Malaysian 

Meteorological Department  
has forecast rainy weather at  
several locations in 
Kinabatangan today. 

Sabah Police Commissioner 
Datuk Jauteh Dikun on Thursday 
said a total of 926 police 
personnel in the state have been 
assigned to ensure the smooth 
conduct of both by-elections. 

In addition, several roads will  
be temporarily closed during 
nomination day and polling day 
for the by-elections, involving 
Jalan Dato Pengiran Galpam from 
the Syariah Court until Simpang 3 
towards Jalan Dato Malek Chua. 

The road will be closed 
starting at 7am on nomination 
day, while on polling day, the 
closure will start at 5am until the 
vote counting process is 
completed and the winning 
candidate is announced. 


